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music dance

Cal Performances

UNIVERSITY 0 F CALIFORNIA,

Joyce DiDonato,
mezzo-soprano

Time for Three
Emily — No Prisoner Be

In a series of 24
intimate songs
based on the deeply
touching poetry of
Emily Dickinson,
superstar mezzo-
soprano Joyce
DiDonato brings an
all-star collaboration
with Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer
Kevin Puts and
Grammy-winning
chamber ensemble
Time for Three.

Feb 7

ZELLERBACH HALL, BERKELEY

-
Silkroad Ensemble with 'Thé

Rhiannon Giddens
Sanctuary: The Power of
Resonance and Ritual

Visionary musician .
Rhiannon Giddens "(
leads an accomplished
collection of
performers steeped

in American, South
Asian, West African,
and southern European
musical traditions,

in an interactive
presentation that
explores music as a :
medium for healing
and connection across
cultures. J

Mar 19-20

ZELLERBACH HA

calperformances.org

BERKELEY

Britain's extrao|
early-music ep

mezzo-soprang
Hallenberg, who
the demanding role o
the hero's wife Dejanira.

Mar 8

ZELLERBACH HALL, BERKELEY

Two charismatic

early-music perfo
Berkeley with a dynamic program
of Baroque show
works by Bach, Vival

Mar 22
HERTZ HALL

The English Concert
Handel’s Hercules

Harry Bicket, conductor

ANN HALLENBERG,
SOPRANO

2025-26 Season

Opera Paralléele
La Belle et la Béte

Nicole Paiement,
artistic director and cond
Brian Staufenbiel,
director and scenic desii
Music and libretto by Philip Glas
Based on the film by n
Hadleigh Adams, baritone
{La Béte/Avenant)

Opera Parallele
presents an
astonishingly origina
production of the
classic Beauty and
the Beast tale that
blurs the distinctions =
between cinema and
live opera, merging
Jean Cocteau’s
surrealist 1946 film
with Philip Glass’
mesmerizing 1994
score.

Mar 13-
ZELLERBACH HA

Renée Fleming, soprano
Inon Barnatan, piano

Among the most
celebrated singers

of our time, Renée
Fleming captivates with
her sumptuous voice,
consummate artistry, and
riveting stage presence.
Here, the five-time
Grammy winner is joined
by gifted pianist Inon :
Barnatan for a program of
songs and arias.

May 3

ZELLERBACH HAL
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AT A GLANCE

The Monkey King

MUSIC BY HUANG RUO

Structure: 2 acts, including one intermission
Total running time: 2 hours, 20 minutes

Language: Sung in English and Mandarin
with English and Chinese supertitles

Key Characters:
+ Monkey King (Sun Wukong), an ambitious, headstrong
hero who accumulates tremendous power

+ Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy who watches over
Monkey's journey

- Jade Emperor, ruler of a corrupt heavenly realm

« Master Subhuti/Buddha, Monkey's teacher turns out to
be Buddha in disguise, helping Monkey in his search for
enlightenment and compassion

The Monkey King follows the charismatic and irreverent
character in Journey to the West, the Ming dynasty novel (1592)
that is considered one of the four great classics of Chinese

LIBRETTO BY DAVID HENRY HWANG

literature. Adaptations of the story have thrilled audiences for
centuries, and this new operatic version—uniting the stage
disciplines of singing, puppetry, mixed media, dance, and
martial arts—interweaves Monkey's action-packed escapades
with the wisdom of the Buddhist Diamond Sutra, the humility of
which Monkey must learn as he gains awesome powers. Huang
Ruo's score propels the narrative with wit, energy, and the
expressive possibilities of the human voice while David Henry
Hwang's libretto distills from the epic novel's opening chapters a
compelling tale of adventure and enlightenment.

Listen for: Between Monkey's high action run-ins with the
gods of the seas and the heavens are episodes of repose and
contemplation featuring Guanyin and a chorus of Bodhisattvas,
enlightened individuals who delay nirvana out of compassion
for those who remain in their suffering. Guanyin's scenes (the
first time Mandarin has been sung onstage in a San Francisco
Opera production in the Company's 103-year history), set the
words of the Buddha to meditative, lilting melodies.
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All performances feature English supertitles. All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustration by Brian Stauffer.
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WELCOME FROM THE BOARD OF SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Welcome to the world premiere of The Monkey King <% £ 1&% »! This is one of the most
exciting moments in recent San Francisco Opera history, and we’re thrilled that you are here
for the birth of something very special. San Francisco Opera has long been a leader in
commissioning new works and adding enduring new operas to the repertoire. The Monkey
King continues our celebration of great Chinese literature that we began with Dream of the
Red Chamber < £1#2% ) in 2016 and its later performances in China in 2017.

Bringing to life any world premiere is an epic undertaking, but when the subject matter is
itself an epic, it calls on every aspect of our creative community to make this possible. As you
will see in the theater, this production brings together so many layers of artistry to create the
magical realms of the Monkey’s journey. The production showcases the extraordinary
creativity of our artists, artisans, and technicians in so many different disciplines, and they
have been working intensively with the creative team to realize this fantastical storytelling.

The Monkey King has also inspired phenomenal participation from the community both in
the demand for tickets and in the breadth of philanthropic partnership. This brand-new
opera is outpacing our sold-out run of Carmen last fall, including selling almost 1,000 Dolby
tickets in less than 30 minutes! And we are deeply grateful for all those who have joined The
Monkey King Committee with honorary chairs Jensen and Lori Huang, co-chairs Doreen Woo
Ho, Jerry Dodson, and Soo Venkatesan, and the commissioning support of the Chinese
Heritage Foundation in Minneapolis. The Monkey King Committee has already raised over
$3M in donations from both America and Asia, and the committee members have worked
tirelessly to make the launch of this new opera a moment of intense pride on both sides of
the Pacific.

You can read about the enduring currency and relevance of the Monkey King in our
program book articles. For over 400 years he has captivated hearts with his superhero
prowess, his irreverent mischief, and his loyalty to the monkey nation. This opera marks the
latest telling of his story, and we are so proud to become part of the great tradition of this
epic Chinese novel and so happy to welcome you all into this epic journey with us.

With gratitude,
Code f 28 G Gl
Barbara A. Wolfe Jack Calhoun
Chair of the Board President
San Francisco Opera Association San Francisco Opera Association

SFOPERA.COM
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puppet in the
Company's costume studio.
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The
Monkey
Ring
Free
Community
Events

San Francisco Opera and
community partners celebrate the
world premiere of The Monkey King

¢ & é?d

Join us for an array of events
through November 30 including
discussions with composer Huang
Ruo and librettist David Henry
Hwang; interactive puppetry
workshops at the Asian Art Museum,
San Francisco Public Library branches
and Minnesota Street Project; film
screenings, including a special encore
presentation of our November 18
The Monkey King livestream at SFPL’s
Ortega branch; an outdoor public
marketplace celebrating
San Francisco’s vibrant Chinatown;
and more! All events are free.
Visit sfopera.com/monkey-king-

events for more information. THEFREIGHT.ORG | 510-644-2020 | Downtown Berkeley
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San Francisco Opera Association

San Francisco
Opera at Your
Fingertips

Barbara A. Wolfe, Chair
Keith B. Geeslin, Vice Chair
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP
FOR DIGITAL TICKETING
AND PERFORMANCE

Jack Calhoun, President
Matthew Shilvock,
General Director & Chief Executive Officer

George H. Hume, Treasurer
Karen J. Kubin, Secretary
Michael Simpson, Chief Financial Officer

INFORMATION

Susan Anderson-Norby
Mark Barrenechea
Claire Wrenn Bobrow
Romana Bracco
Jennifer Brahm
Jack Calhoun+
Anne Casscells
Naniette Coleman
Dr. William M. Coughran Jr.
Valerie Crane Dorfman+
James Cross?,
Merola Opera Program President
Arif Damji4
Jayne C. Davis
Jerome Dodson
Carol Pucci Doll®
Robert A. Ellis
Lisa Erdberg
Christian Erdman

John A. Gunne
Omar Guo*, BRAVO! President
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen
John Hendrickson
Doreen oo Ho
Charles Edward Hudson Il
Sylvia Hughes
George H. Hume ¢
Franklin “Pitch” Johnson, Jr.¢
Timothy F. Kahn#
Lawrence A. Kern
Mark R. Kroll
Karen J. Kubin4
Courtney Labe?,

Guild Board President
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Mrs. Cynthia Snorf Livermore
Hon. Richard C. Livermore
Susan Marineau

Janet Napolitano

Ben Nelson

J. Boyce Nute

Bernard Osher ¢

Jason Phillips

Anne Brandeis Popkin
Isabel Rhee

Richard J. Rigg, Ph.D.
CP. Russell

Bill Russell-Shapiro ¢
Jack Schafer
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Gaetano Merola, Founder and General Director, 1923-1953

Kurt Herbert Adler, Artistic Director, 1953-1957; General Director, 1957-1981; General Director Emeritus, 1982-1988
Terence A. McEwen, General Director, 1982-1988; General Director Emeritus, 1988-1998

Lotfi Mansouri, General Director, 1988-2001

Pamela Rosenberg, General Director, 2001-2006

David Gockley, General Director, 2006-2016; General Director Emeritus, 2016-

Matthew Shilvock, General Director, 2016-
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Your Guide to San Francisco Opera
at the War Memorial Opera House

WELCOME! WE'RE SO PLEASED YOU'RE HERE.

CONNECT TO SAN FRANCISCO OPERA after the
performance! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube,
and TikTok @sfopera for your insider's look!

@000

COAT CHECK

Check your coat at the north and south ends of the
Main Lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience,
please check large bags at coat check.

DINING

Discover unique opera-inspired menus and special dining
experiences at sfopera.com/dine before your next
performance. From light bites to elegant meals, the
Opera House offers options for every taste.

CAFES: Enjoy a variety of sandwiches, snacks, and
refreshments.

Café Express (Lower Level, Open 2 hours before curtain®)
Dress Circle Lounge (Level 3, South, Open 1 hour before curtain)

RESTAURANTS: Dine pre-show or reserve a table for intermission.
Prelude at The Opera House - Lower Level: Enjoy a seasonal
buffet (including brunch) and elevated a la carte dishes.

North Box Restaurant and Bar - North Mezzanine Level
Savor California cuisine with global influences, overlooking
the magnificent main lobby.

Restaurants open two hours prior to performances.”
Reservations are strongly recommended.

Reserve a table online at sfopera.com/dine,

by email at operahousepreorder@ggcatering.com,
or by phone at (415) 861-8150.

*Check sfopera.com/dine to confirm opening times
for your performance date.

PRE-ORDER!
Avoid lines during intermission by pre-ordering beverages and

snacks with a food and beverage server upon your arrival at
any point of service.

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP

Take home a memento! Located in the South Mezzanine
lobby, the Opera Shop sells branded merchandise, jewelry,
books, and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before
performances, at intermissions, and afterward. All proceeds
benefit San Francisco Opera.

12 SFOPERA.COM

ALL ARE WELCOME.
HELP US MAKE SURE EVERYONE
HAS A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE!

- Turn off all electronic devices during the performance,
including digital watches and cell phones. We ask this
out of respect for the artists and everyone in the theater
enjoying a live, in-the-moment experience.

- Take photos before or after the performance, during
intermission, and during the bows. Leave cameras and
recording devices off during performances.

- Enjoy food and drinks, purchased onsite pre-show and
during intermission, before entering the theater. You may
bring purchased drinks into the theater, but please be
mindful of your fellow patrons.

- As a courtesy to those who may have fragrance
allergies, please avoid wearing perfume or cologne.

+ Get to know and enjoy this wonderful community of
opera lovers, Say hello to one another pre-show, at
intermission, or leaving the theater.

The Opera reserves the right to remove any patron creating a disturbance.

FIRST AID STATION
Our First Aid Station is located on the South Lower Level. In
case of emergency, please ask the nearest usher to assist you.

ACCESSIBILITY

San Francisco Opera is committed to providing easy access
for all of our patrons. If you need assistance for a future
performance, please contact the Opera Box Office prior to
your visit so that we can ensure your comfort.

FOR PATRONS USING WHEELCHAIRS: San Francisco Opera
offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of prices. All
entrances at the War Memorial Opera House are wheelchair
accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in restrooms can be
found on all floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor
Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are located on all
floors except the Balcony Level. We are unable to provide
patrons a wheelchair nor personal assistance. If you arrive with
a caregiver, they will be granted unseated entry to assist you
and invited to wait in the lobby until the performance
concludes.



BALCONY CIRCLE

LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES
Visit the North Lobby coat check for large-print versions.

LISTENING DEVICES
Assistive listening devices are available at the North Lobby
coat check. ID deposit required.

LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES
Headsets that provide a spoken version of the supertitles are
available at the North Lobby coat check.

OPERA GLASSES
See the action up close and rent a pair of opera glasses for $5 at the
North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested. Credit card only.

LOST AND FOUND

Items may be turned in or claimed at the North coat check
during the performance. All unclaimed items are delivered

to the War Memorial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van Ness
Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday).

RESTROOMS
Restrooms are located on all levels of the Opera House
except on the Orchestra Level (Main Lobby).

GRAND TIER
(SECOND FLOOR)

S - SOUTH

N - NORTH

N MEZZANINE
(BOXES)

BALCONY

MAIN LOBBY
N (FIRST FLOOR)

(FOURTH FLOOR!

DRESS CIRCLE g
(THIRD FLOOR) S E

n LOWER LEVEL

(BASEMENT)

IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY

Meet Your
Civic Center
Ambassadors!

As you leave the theater,

be on the lookout for friendly
community ambassadors in
orange vests or coats on
the front steps of the

War Memorial Opera House.
These ambassadors are
there to assist you.

WALKING GROUPS

Civic Center Ambassadors lead walking groups to BART

and the Civic Center & UC Law SF garages after evening
performances. They will be holding signs on the Opera House
steps facing Van Ness once the performance concludes.

RIDESHARE

Rideshare services pick-up and drop-off at the white loading
zone at 301 Van Ness Avenue (located in front of the Opera
House).

TAXI SERVICE

Patrons desiring a taxi after a performance should come to
the Grove Street Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the
Opera House. Taxis cannot be guaranteed as service is
based on availability of licensed taxis. Please note the Taxi
Ramp is not staffed.

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE

Owned and operated by the City and County of
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of
the War Memorial of San Francisco

The Honorable Daniel L. Lurie, Mayor

TRUSTEES
Diane B. Wilsey, President
Thomas E. Horn, Vice-President
Stanlee Ray Gatti
Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret)
Lyna Lam
Farah Makras
Maryam Muduroglu
Joyce Newstat
Paul F. Pelosi
Lieutenant General Michael A. Rocco, USMC (Ret)
Brenda Wright

Kate Sofis, Managing Director
Rob Levin, Assistant Managing Director
Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the nearest exit. In an emergency, follow
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to
nearest elevator lobby and await assistance.

The San Francisco War Memorial acknowledges that we are on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are the original inhabitants of the San
Francisco Peninsula. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging
the ancestors, elders, and relatives of the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples.

encoreplus.app 13
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Chinese Heritage Foundation

Commissioning Sponsor, The Monkey King

Crumese HeriTaGE FounpaTion
BREEE

www.chfmn.arg

ased in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the Chinese Heritage

Foundation supports the preservation and promotion of

Chinese history, culture, and heritage and encourages
innovation in the arts. Through our grant awards and outreach
programs, we actively seek common ground in which to build mutual
understanding and trust among all peoples. In funding the commission
of a 21st-century operatic treatment of Fourney to the West, The Monkey
King, one of the best known and most beloved stories in Chinese
literature, we wish to engage the contemporary audience, win resonance
for our heroic story, and deepen the understanding of our cultural
heritage. We applaud San Francisco Opera and its General Director
Matthew Shilvock for supporting our goals and creating a sumptuous and
stupendous new production that will have a lasting influence well beyond
the opera world. “It is such a privilege to partner with the Chinese
Heritage Foundation, once again, after our hugely successful operatic
Dream of the Red Chamber (2016 world premiere and 2022 revival),” says
Matthew Shilvock. “They believe passionately in connecting cultures
through art, and I am thrilled that they are joining us again for The
Monkey King.”

Leadership support for this commissioning came from the Dr. M. F.
Tchou Fund of the Chinese Heritage Foundation, John and Yvonne Ho,
Benjamin Y. H. Liu and Amanda Liu Olson, Stanley and Marvel Chong
Foundation, Yin and Scott Simpson, Margaret Wong, Kent Lee, Steve Tsai
and Margaret Simpson, Jacqueline Ngo, Chiu-Ping Wong and Ruey-Yun
Chern, Pat Hui and Paul Kwok, SK and Sing Lo, Richard and Gail Chang
Bohr, Jack Ouyang, Ida Lano, Jim and Sonja Tilbury, Meiling Sander, the
Robert and Jean Chang Fund, and the Choi-Chiu and King-Wo Lam Family
Fund of the Chinese Heritage Foundation.



DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Marieke & Jeff Rothschild

Production Sponsors, The Monkey King

NOAH BERGER

66 he central theme of our philanthropy has
been to have a positive impact on the lives of
others who have not had the opportunities

and good fortune we have enjoyed,” note Marieke and Jeff

Rothschild. As new champions of San Francisco Opera, they

are doing precisely that.

“Marieke and I were raised with the expectation that
one should participate in philanthropy, and we feel very
fortunate to be able to engage at the scale, scope, and
impact that our success has enabled,” remarks Jeff. “We
are attracted to projects that have the potential for
meaningful and enduring social impact.”

The Rothschilds’ philanthropic investments span
health care, education, economic development, and land
preservation. They are equally passionate about art.
“Great art is something that you need to have a good life,”
reflects Marieke. “You could live without beauty, but why
would you?”

Live performance is especially close to their hearts.
“We come together, taking time out of our busy lives, for

this shared experience,” Marieke explains. “The lights go
down, there is a hush. Talented people work in harmony
o creale something extraordinary for us. By the end, we
are all changed. Live music is life affirming.”

The Rothschilds’ commitment to San Francisco Opera
comes at a critical moment of inflection for the Company.
“Marieke and Jeff are propelling forward the Opera,
allowing us to remain bold and courageous in our
programming, our innovations, and our community
engagement,” observes General Director Matthew Shilvock.
“Their philanthropy is a wonderful exemplar of a soaring
vision that uplifts the Bay Area. I am profoundly grateful for
the trust they are placing in us to produce art that
showcases the creative vitality of San Francisco on the
global stage.”

“San Francisco Opera is at an interesting crossroads,”
Marieke concludes. “I like that they are willing to take
chances, to think outside of the box. To adapt this old art
form to the modern world requires new audiences and
new directions, and we find those here.”

encoreplus.app 15



DONOR SPOTLIGHT

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn

Production Sponsors, The Monkey King

TERRENCE MCCARTHY

an Francisco Opera shines as a beacon of

innovation, both on and off the stage, driven by

the visionary leadership of John and Cynthia
Gunn. Their unwavering dedication to creative and
cultural initiatives ensures that San Francisco Opera
remains one of the world’s premier stages. Their
philanthropic leadership to the Opera includes a historic
contribution in 2008, believed at that time to be the most
significant gift ever made by individuals to an American
opera company.

A Bay Area native, John’s love for opera began in high
school through his friendship with Ronald Adler, son of
the former General Director of San Francisco Opera Kurt
Herbert Adler. John would attend dress rehearsals with
Ronald, sitting in the General Director’s box. After
graduating from Stanford, John began a distinguished
career at investment company, Dodge & Cox. There, his
belief in long-term investing, empowering management
style, and down-to-earth sensibility became benchmarks
in the field. John joined the Opera Board in 2002,
becoming Chair in 2008, a position he held for sixteen
years, during which he made an extraordinary impact on
the Company’s creative vitality and organizational

16 SFOPERA.COM

stability. In 2024, he assumed the role of Chair Emeritus.

“ynthia Gunn, also an alum of Stanford, began her
career as editor and director of the highly regarded Portable
Stanford series, in which she edited nearly thirty volumes
by some of the university’s most brilliant minds. Cynthia’s
philanthropic leadership in the Bay Area includes serving
as a Trustee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, as
well as a number of other boards spanning philanthropy,
health, education, and the arts.

John and Cynthia’s dedication to the Opera reflects
their shared belief that a great city deserves a world-class
opera company that leads the art form and takes bold
risks to advance society. Their philanthropic leadership
has enabled some of the most significant artistic projects
on the San Francisco stage for over two decades, ensuring
vital investments in the Company’s infrastructure,
including the automation and rigging system, as well as
the Opera’s media suite.

San Francisco Opera is privileged to have the leadership
of John and Cynthia, a partnership that began with a high
school visit to dress rehearsals and that has blossomed into
one of the most defining philanthropic partnerships in
American cultural history.



Donor Spotlight

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem (Production Sponsor, The Monkey King)

Jan and Maria Manetti Shrem each cultivated an appreciation for opera from a young age,
even though they grew up continents apart. Before establishing Clos Pegase Winery in
Napa Valley Jan Shrem worked in Japanese and European publishing. Maria Manetti Shrem
achieved international recognition in the fashion industry, notably introducing luxury
brands such as Gucci and Fendi to American retailers.

Their individual journeys eventually converged in San Francisco, where opera further
intertwined their lives. After marrying in 2012, their shared passion for the arts led them
- to be committed Company Sponsors of San Francisco Opera for more than ten years. Jan
and Maria have established four significant philanthropic funds: the Conductors Fund, supporting notable conductors
in the orchestra pit; the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund, which brings distinguished artists in Italian repertoire
to local stages; the Emerging Stars Fund, dedicated to rising talent; and the Luminaries Concert Fund, which makes
special concerts featuring legendary performers possible. Additionally, the Manetti Shrem couple had focused on
philanthropic causes that advance education, the performing and visual arts, and medicine.

San Francisco Opera recognized Maria with The Spirit of the Opera Award in December 2022, and she received the
2023 UC Davis Medal for her outstanding commitments to the arts and education, where she made history with the
largest donation ever to protect the arts and humanities in perpetuity by creating an Art District in January 2025. Jan
Shrem, revered for his generosity and vision, passed away in September 2024 at the age of 94. Jan is remembered for his
philanthropic spirit, and Maria carries the torch into San Francisco Opera’s future.

Koret Foundation (Production Sponsor, The Monkey King)

San Francisco Opera is deeply grateful to Koret Foundation for its support of The
I( 0 R E T Monkey King. This funding is part of the Foundation’s generous three-year grant
supporting new works which began with sold-out performances of El ultimo
sueno de Frida y Diego and continued with Omar. “Koret is excited to bring new
voices and stories to the opera stage,” says Jeffrey A. Farber, Koret Foundation
CEO. Koret has been a longtime supporter of San Francisco Opera’s transformational stage productions, as well as
education and community programs. “We are honored by Koret’s longstanding partnership which helps us bring the

best quality opera to the broadest audiences in ways that are reflective of and relevant to our community,” says General
Director Matthew Shilvock.

FOUNDATION
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Donor Spotlight

”f Jerome & Thao Dodson (Production Sponsor, The Monkey King)
: f* “Afiery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust, and a hearty, ‘Hi-Yo, Silver!”” Those
ﬁ_ ¢/ words, accompanied by the galloping excitement of Rossini’s William Tell Overture,

{7 transfixed a young Jerry Dodson as he listened to The Lone Ranger on the family radio in
Oak Park, Illinois. Just as Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville had done for many, a lighthearted
entertainment sparked a future operatic devotion.

That little boy grew up to attend Berkeley in the *60s, serve with the American Embassy
in Vietnam where he and Thao met, and attend Harvard Business School. Eventually, the
couple married, settled in the Bay Area, and raised a family. In the 1980s, Jerry was a
pioneer in the field of socially responsible investing with little interest in opera. But in
1992, when San Francisco Opera decided to celebrate Rossini’s bicentennial with the rarely performed Guillaume ‘Iéll,
Thao, already an opera lover, suggested to Jerry that they go.

Tell was praised for its striking Mansouri production, and the Dodsons began attending regularly. They became
season ticket holders in 1999 and supporters, “in a small way,” as Jerry puts it. A friendship with David Gockley, which
endures to this day, led to a larger role as Company Sponsors. “I so admired what he did for the opera, but it was not
very good for my pocketbook,” Jerry laughs. Jerry also lends his financial expertise to the audit committee.

In 2016, Dodson considered the import of Gockley’s departure. He met with Matthew Shilvock and joined the Board
that year. “We hit it off right away!” Jerry says. He felt a similar affinity with Keith Geeslin, then President of the San
Francisco Opera Association. Eager to continue support, the Dodsons see this as a perfect time to revitalize and energize
the Company within the San Francisco community. The initial fire ignited by William Tell continues to burn brightly.

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY

Louise Gund (Production Sponsor, The Monkey King)

Louise Gund is an accomplished theater producer with a wide range of artistic talents. She
has produced 12 Broadway plays and musicals, winning a Tony Award and Drama Desk
Award for All the Way, and receiving three additional Tony Award nominations. A
subscriber to San Francisco Opera since 2010, Louise has served on the Opera’s Board of
Directors since 2013. She has also served on the boards of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival,
Cal Performances, Earthjustice, and the Berkeley Community Chorus and Orchestra. In
addition to her major support of these organizations, she is an environmental activist and a
staunch advocate on behalf of women’s and children’s issues. She was awarded the San
Francisco Opera Spirit of the Opera Award in 2019 for devoted service to the Company and
was the inspiration behind the Opera’s Producers Circle. In the Fall of 2023, Louise had the vision to found the Opera’s
Sixth Opera Fund and she will ensure the Company continues to produce at least six operas each year. Louise is
passionate about enabling creativity to flourish, telling stories of meaning, and ensuring a vibrant future for the arts.

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY
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Donor Spotlight

Carol Franc Buck Foundation (Production Sponsor, The Monkey King)

The Carol Franc Buck Foundation has generously supported the arts for more than forty
years. With a mission to support the visual and performing arts in the western region of
the country, the Carol Franc Buck Foundation was created in 1979, providing major
underwriting and production grants to the opera companies of San Francisco, Houston,
Portland, Nevada, and Arizona, as well as many others. Ms. Buck, who passed away in April
2022, was the youngest child of Frank and Eva Buck, a well-known agricultural,
entrepreneurial, and political family in California history, from whom she learned the
values associated with contributing to and working in one’s community. Born in San
Francisco, Ms. Buck grew up in and around Vacaville at a time when it was a small rural
ranching area. She attended Stanford University, graduating cum laude with a degree in history. She served as the
president of the Carol Franc Buck Foundation since its inception, and was an original director of the Frank and Eva
Buck Foundation. Ms. Buck was a valued board member of San Francisco Opera from 1981-2022. The Monkey King is the
11th production sponsored by the Carol Franc Buck Foundation. San Francisco Opera is indebted to the Foundation for
its extraordinarily generous and steadfast support.

EA PHOTOGRAPHY
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The Monkey King Circle Donors .,x

We are grateful for new and increased gifts to support The Monkey King Giving Clrde
This list reflects gifts received as of October 1, 2025.

DIAMOND $250,000+
Chinese Heritage Foundation
of Minnesota
Members of the Committee of 100

RUBY $100,000+
Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Emmanuel Chao
Margaret Liu Collins
Jerome & Thao Dodson
Sakurako & William Fisher
Sue Graham Johnston & Eric Johnston
Koret Foundation
Lyna Lam & Chris Larsen
Peggy & Boyce Nute
Isabel & Insik Rhee
Joe & Clara Wu Tsai
Barbara A. Wolfe
Akiko Yamazaki & Jerry Yang
Eric Yuan & Sherry Zhang
Julia Zhen, Zenni Optical
Anonymous

PEARL $50,000+

Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek
Peter Liu, Chairman, WI Harper Group

Lillian Qian & Charles Huang

Susan & Philip Marineau
National Endowment for the Arts
Jan Shrem® & Maria Manetti Shrem
Elizabeth H. Tsai Living Trust
U.S. Bank

JADE $30,000
Norby Anderson
Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation
Shirley Soong
Mike & Sarasina Tuchen, The Eden8
Foundation
Soo & Raj Venkatesan

Anonymous

MONKEY KING/SUN WUKONG $12,000+
Bartko Pavia LLP
Jennifer M. Bienaimé & Joshua Fiedler
Claire & Jared Bobrow
Stanley & Helen Cheng, Hestan Yountville
Raymond Chinn
Ken Fong
Virginia & Timothy Foo
Buck Gee & Mary Hackenbracht
Mr. Howard Grobstein
Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross Foundation
Marie Oh Huber & John Huber
Leslie & George Hume
Ken Jeong & Tran Ho
Anne & Timothy Kahn
Candace Zander Kahn
Patricia Lee-Hoffmann
Lui Family
Messrs. Mario Marte & Oscar Corona
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Michelle S. Rhyu & Stephen C. Neal
Patrick Ryan & Stephanie Adams
An Nguyen Ruda & Kenneth Ruda
Dr. Peter & Mindy Sun
William & Sakura Wang
Eric Yang & Lisa Guo
Dennis & Melinda Yee Franklin
YINA
Salle Yoo & Jeff Gray
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James
Jian Zhang & Sean Liu
Stephen & Connie Zilles

JADE EMPEROR $6,000+
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom
Jamie & Philip Bowles
Brayton Wilbur Foundation
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Lillian Chun
Valerie Crane Dorfman
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton
Karen J. Kubin
Rita Benton Milner & James Milner
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu
OPERA America
Mary Wang & Michael Sun
Barbara Zhang
Anonymous (2)

-

GUANYIN $1,200+
Victoria Fong & Gee Kin
K Gabrielson
Lucie Young Hall
Barbara Holt
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat
Koi Palace
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Peggy L. Newton
Julian & Willie Sue Orr
Philip & Lisa Sawyer
Sondra Schlesinger
Ulferts Center USA Inc.
George Zhang, ShunYi Cellars
David Wick

BUDDHA $300+
Jen Amato & Frank Turpel
Tara Borejka
Matthew & Sarah Brockmeyer
Hans Cardenas
Huijun Chen
James & Shannon Cheng
Debashis Dhar & Devyani Biswas
Joseph A. Garza
Ms. Grace Huenemann
Robert & Riki Intner
Mr. Otak Jump
Ms. Diane Ketelle
Dr. Randall Low & Dottie Low
Myung Nam
Mr. Jay Wiener
Ms. Arden Wong
Chen Zhang

Sdeceased
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of creating
transcendent art.

Artistic excellence. Critical acclaim.
Sold-out performances.

And yet, ticket sales cover just 14% of
what it takes to produce our performances.
Your gift helps ensure the viability
of this incredible company.
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The San Francisco Opera Donor Family

The collective support of San Francisco Opera’s generous donor family keeps globally recognized opera on the stage and
brings community programs to many around the Bay Area. Each year, support from individuals and institutional funders
accounts for over 80% of the revenue needed to create transformative opera.

Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2024 through October 15, 2025. We have made every effort to ensure the
accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name, please accept our apology and notify us at (415)
565-3212 or membership@sfopera.com so that we may update our records accordingly.

LEADING

$1,000-$1,999

Ms. Muriel W. Adcock

Ms. Lilli Alberga & Mr. Laurence Bardoff
Ms. Lois Aldwin

Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & Dr. Mary Page Hufty
Mr. Jacob Alexander

Marc & Susann Allen

Claire & Greg§ Allison

Norby Anderson,

in memory of Charles Lichtman
Norby Anderson,

in memory of John Hughes,

& in honor of Sylvia Hughes
Norby Anderson, in memory of Charles Lichtman
Mr. Donald Andreini
Mr. William H. Armstrong
Deborah & John Avakian
Ms. Mary Baiamonte
Ms. Laima Baltusis
Dr. Barbara Baker
Dr. Flora Banuett
William M. Barnard, MD
Laura & Noah Barr
Michael F. Barrientos
Albert Bartridge
Mr. Jarrod Baumann
Elizabeth Bautista
Joel & Jacqueline Bean
Ivan Bekichev”

Joelle Benioff, in honor of Romana D. Bracco
John & Cheryl Benson

Ms. Carol Benz

Anna & Robert P. Berryman, Jr.

Lock & Ellie Bingham

Patrick Bishop & Sophia Adamo

Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann
Susan Blanco

Alex & Elena Blanter

Charles & Lenore Bleadon

Mr. & Mrs. David Bogy

Emily & Ethan Bold

Patricia J. Boone

Ms. Moura Borisova

Mr. Robert C. Brandt

Stephen Breitbart

Abigail Brenner, M.D.

Ms. Wendy Breuer & Mr. Charles Crane
Dr. Emily Brewer,

in memory of Dr. Richard G. Brewer
Bright Funds Foundation
Mr. Michael Broach
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock
Scotty Brookie & Andrew Purchin,

in memory of Ms. Dorothy Brookie
Gabe & Trish Brovedani
Ms. Ann Brown
Edith Brown
Ms. Kevis Brownson
Mr. Charles Bueche
Lisa Bury & John Taylor
Richard Buth & James Schull®
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Caldwell
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Call
Cathleen Cameron

Timothy Carlton
Craig & Pamela Carper
Ann & John Carroll
Marco Casalaina
Maria Castellucci Moore
Mr. Kelly Chang
Mr. William C. Chiles
Mrs. Fay Chong
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni
Ann D. Claesgens
Mr. Ron Clyman & Francoise Mauray
Catherine Coates
Kate & Sol Coffino
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen
Phillip Cole, MD
Matthew Coleman
Katie Colendich”
Mr. Stephen L. Collier & Mr. Frank A. Patt
Marian E. Collins
Louette Colombano
Elizabeth Colton
Ms. Moira Richards Conzelman
Clyde & Ann® Coombs
Carol Gray Costigan,
in memory of Anne G. McWilliams
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick George Craw
Ms. Constance Crawford
Robin Critelli
Mr. Bradford Crowell
Holly & Michael Cuggino
Ms. Jean L. Dana
Dandelion, in honor of Pamela Rosenberg
Jonathan & Cristina Davidson
Ricardo & Lynnsey De Monet
Mrs. Ann Del Simone
Ms. Vera DeMartini
Ms. Antonia DeMatto
Drs. Susan & Kevin Denny
Mika Derynck
Ms. Karel Detterman
Thomas & Veronica Devitt
Amie Boswell-Kennett & Greg Kennett
Carol Dickson
Michelle Dike”
Stanley J. Dirks
Dave & Helen Dix
Jeffrey Dornbusch
Ms. Jeanne Dorward
Gene & Joy D'Ovidio
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & Dr. Kathy E. Down
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D.
Drysdale Family Foundation”
Gregory Dubinsky
Edma Dumanian
Anthony Duvall
Matthew Easton
Randall & Marcia Edson
Scott & Kassandra Edwards
Donald & Paula Eismann
Beth Elliott
Lauren & Erik Erickson”
Caroline & Robert Eshleman
Anne & Peter Esmonde
Randolph Farrar
In memory of David Favrot
Mr. Steve N. Fecher

A giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball

Vallery R. Feldman

Peter Felleman

Kenzie Ferguson”®

Mr. Bennie C. Ferma”®
Jeffrey & Robin Fine

Brett & Beverly Fishman
Lucille V. Fjoslien

Daniel & Carla Flamm

Ms. Marcia L. Forman

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster
Jeffrey R. & Maureen L. Fox
Thomas Fox

Dr. Lorry & Karen Frankel
Jim & Karen Frassetto
David Freedman

Ellen Friedman

Spencer & Rena Fulweiler
Joseph A. Garza

Max Gasner

Debora & Paul Edward Gaspari
E Michael Gerli

Nathalie Giauque

Ms. Gene P. Gibson

David Giltinan

Ann & Daniel Girard”

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Goodman
Mr. Joel Goodrich

Bill Gorjance

Karen Gottlieb

Mr. James Grant

Dr. Carlos Greaves

Prof. Judith Greenalch
Omar Guo”™

Lucie Young Hall

Peter & Harriet Hanauer
Mary & Michael Hanemann
Eric & Krista Hanson

Kelly & Sandy Harcourt
Diana Harris

Joseph H. Harris, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. John Hart
Kathryn Hartley

Mr. Barry Hayes

Douglas Hayward & Dean Loumbas
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hecht
Lenore Hefferman

Ward Hill

Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield
Ms. Parki Hoeschler

Mr. James W. Hopp
Richard & Bebe Hoppe

Mr. Richard Horan & Mr. Lawrence Mendenhall
Ms. Sally V. Houston
Kathryn Huber & Larry A. Binkley”
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff Il
Ms. Georgia A. Hughes

Ms. Mary Idso

Ms. Hermia James

Lindsey Jardine

Glen Jarvis

Nicole Jiam”*

Joe & Denise Jimenez
Jeraldine Johnson

Ms. Patricia Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Kahler

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan
Elaine T. Kawasaki
Family of Pamela Kaye,
in memory of Pamela Jean Kaye
John Keeley
Mrs. Ann Kennedy”
Mr. John Kerns”
Dr. Derek Kerr
Dr. Hyo J. Kim
Barbara & David Kimport
David & Julia King
Rosemary & Norman King
Linda Klein
Carol Kopko
Ms. Yashomati Koul
Ms. Galina Kouliaeva
Nancy Ann Kraus
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf
Paul & Jackie Kuckein
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz
Tom and Amy Kwei
Ms. Sundong Kwong
Ms. Angela Lai, in honor of Ms. Eun Sun Kim
Michael Lamm
Ms. Tracy Lamond
Mrs. Claire Latham
Ms. Marcia Lazer
Mr. David Lazzari
Mr. Matt Lecar
Mark Hadler & Brenda Lee
Patricia Lee
Mr. Harvey Lehtman
Mr. Mark Levi
Lora B. Levin
Ellen & Barry Levine
Ms. Janice C. Levy
Michael Lewis
Dr. F. Chaney Li
Joan Libman & Jim Coughlin
Barry Lieberman
Ms. May Lin
T. Linna
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott
Frank & Sally Lopez
Frances Lozano
George F. Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser
Mr. Dale J. Lukan
Stephen & Emily Magowan
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Mally
Ms. Alex Marzano
Laurene Wu-McClain®
Alex & Anne Marie McGraw
Ms. Elba McIntosh
Bob MclIntosh
MCLM Charitable Fund,
in honor of Mr. Peter Franco
Weishen Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Meckler
Meredith Meeks”
David & Amy Mendenhall
Michael Mensik
Kerry Messer, in memory of Nina Foran Gee
Laurie Mettier Hills
Karnig & Santoukht Silva Mikaelian
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett

5 deceased
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Mr. Douglas G. Moore
Mr. Charles J. Morgan
Mr. Joshua J. Morgan il
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher,

in honor of Karen J. Kubin
Scott Mullins
Susan Munn
Mr. Nicholas Munson & Mr. Daniel Walinsky
Pamela Munster
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz
Andrea Debra Muro
Andrew Murphy & Michelle Duffy
Elizabeth Murray
Chandru Murthi
Rozita Naghshin
Shivaun Nestor
Peggy L. Newton
Steven Ng & Mark Posner
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng
Mr. Richard Niemi
Ron & Betsy Niewiarowski
Jim & Brenda® Nirenstein
Mr. Johnnie Norway & Mr. Richard Cardello
Mr. Walter C. Oberndorf/
John OConnell,

in memory of Connie & Bert OConnell
Dr. Michael & Dr. Patricia O'Connor
Lori Ogden Moore
Robert & Donna Oliver
Mrs. Gabriella Papale
Ellice & James Papp
Julian TS & Robin MW. Parer
Ms. Rachel Parker & Mr. Timothy Parker”
Mrs. Meta L. Pasternak
Craig Pennington
Serena Perfetto
Ms. Florence Perot
Trond Petersen
Ms. Susan D. Peterson
Tarissa Peterson
Irina Petkova
Pamela Philbert & Marty Greist
Allen & Joyce® Phipps
Steve Piatek & Meg Rosegay
Dr. Judith Pickersgill
Justice Stuart & Mrs. Lee Pollak
Roy Pollock
Ms. Carol Ponzio
Gregory Price
Louis Ptacek
Ms. Simone Quarré & Ms. Veronica Faussner
Ms. Frances Quittel
Rossannah Reeves
Mr. Victor J. Revenko
Ms. Sue Richard
The Rev. James & Lori Korleski Richardson
Rosaline & Heinz Rimann
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector
Mr. William P. Robb
Marc Robbins
Mary Ellen Rockdale & Michael Lazur
Saul & Barbara Rockman
Janet & Michael Rodriguez
Larissa Roesch”
Rick & Stephanie Rogers
Heli Roiha & Terry McKelvey
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner
Barbara Sahm & Steven Winkel
Na'ilah Sakin®
Dr. Sean McCarthy & Mr. Bert Salyga
Laurie Samitaur Smith
San Francisco Opera Guild/Marin Chapter
Mr. Jeffrey Sant
Mr. Richard Savoy
Philip Sawyer
Minta Scala, in honor of Romana D. Bracco
Mr. Benjamin Schein
Frank Schirrmeister
Sondra Schlesinger
Dr. Paula Schlesinger
Robert P. Schneider

OUR DONOR FAMILY CONTINUED

Phoebe & Christopher Schreiber
Mr. James Scillian
Tom & Robin Selfridge
Carolyn Senger, MD, MPH, FACPM
Robyn & Mark Setzen
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro
Mr. Donald R. Share
Vandana & Arvind Sharma
Deborah Sharpe
Nicole Sheehan”
James R. Shevock
Diana & Richard Shore
Sheri & Paul Siegel
Scott Silveira
Ms. Christine W. Silver
Gaurav Singh
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen
Mr. Albert G. Smith
Joyce Smith
Kori Smith
Ms. Sarah Marie Smith
Kenneth & Joanne Snow
Roz Soheili®
Mary Ann Somerville
Michael & Susan Southworth
Allyson & Christopher Spence
Mr. William Stanisich & Mr. Jim Meyer
Carol & Harvey Steiman
Jana & Gary Stein
Mr. Robert M. Stenburg
Mrs. Susanne Stevens,
in memory of Barbara J. Ross
lan E. Stockdale & Ruth Leibig
John Stocker
Kenneth B. Stokes
Lawrence Stone & Margaret Jongleux
Arthur Strange
Marilyn R. Sugar
Mr. Marc Sugiyama
Marco Tamagno & Nancy Ramos
Joanne Taylor
Barbara Augusta Teichert
Nancy E. Terry
Ms. LaVergne Thomas
Mr. Donn Thompson
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder
Mr. Ralph Tiegel
Gunnel Tottie
Mr. Thomas Tragardh & Mr. David Cortez
Ulferts Center USA Inc

Ms. Jeanine Valadez & Ms. Reynette K. Au

Cornelis van Aalst

Dr. Marsha Vande Berg

Ms. Belinda C. Vega

Fred & Ridley Virdeh

Claudia Volpi®

Ms. Margaret Wadhwani

Mr. Peter A. Wald & Ms. Christina Hall
Dr. & Ms. William B. Walker

Kira Wampler

Mr. Eugene T. Wang

Edna Lee Warnecke & Jim Marks
Ann & Thomas A. Watrous

Mr. & Mrs, Stephen J. Weissman
Daphne & Stuart Wells

Mr. Dennis White

David Wick

Ms. Gayle A. Wiesner

Douglas W. Williams &

Madelyn C. Bedig-Williams
Peter & Georgia Windhorst
Michael Wirthlin,

in memory of Bob & Joan Wirthlin
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer
Rebecca Kelly Photography
Brendan Wood
Elisabeth Woody
Katherine Worn
Mr. David Yingling
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh
Dan Yu & James Chou

A giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball
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Song Yu

Mr. Ingu Yun

Dr. Katherine Yung
Mr. William T. Zaumen
Chen Zhang
Anonymous (21)

DIVA

$2,000-$2,999

Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos

Richard Alexander

Mr. Jack Alotto

MrS & Mrs. Anthony Arlen

Leslie L. Altick

Norby Anderson, in honor of Antonia Cross,
James Cross, & Charles Antonen

Ms. Elizabeth Avakian

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baldocchi

Ms. Virginia Bale

David N. Barnard

Michael Bassi & Christy Styer

Ms. Elizabeth Beitzel

Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem

Mr. Robert Bingham & Ms. Carol Kearns

Dr. Wolfgang Bluhm &
Michele J. Serocki Bluhm

Beverley & Ron Borelli

Mr. Jim Bowsher

Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill

Ellen Boyle

Mr. Keith Boyle

Marilyn & Marvin® Brenner”

Rada Brooks

Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown

Robert Brown

Ms. Nancy Brown-Williamson

Mr. Gerald Cahill & Ms. Kathleen S. King

Dr. Karen Castle

Victor Cautis

Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause

Robert Clark

Barbara Cohen

Devan Nielsen and Elizabeth Connell-Nielsen

Mr. Douglas E. Cowden

Mr. Christopher Davies

Mr. & Mrs. Ken DeJarnette

Marta De Pierris

Mr. Eric Dew

Mr. Barry Dixon

Stephanie Dunn

Fynnette Eaton & James Miller

Helene & Lawrence Edelman

Ms. Judi Elman

Jennifer Emerson

Glenn Etow

Ms. May Fair

Ms. Sandra Farris

Ellen Finch”

Barbara K. Finck, M.D.A

William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick

Peggy W. Forbes & Harry Bremond

Mr. Steven W. Frank

Eliot & Cynthia Fried

Elise & Tully Friedman

Dan & Kate Funk

Patricia Galante

John & Paula Gambs

Gilbert A. Gibson

David Gockley & Linda Kemper

Ms. Margot Golding & Mr. Michael Powers

Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar

Galina Gomberg

Ms. JoAnn Close & Mr. Michael Good

Mr. Edward C. Gordon

Dr. Patricia L. Griffin

Erich S. Gruen

Ergin Guney

Richard Ruby & Catherine Habiger,
in honor of Isabel Ruby

James Haire & Timothy Cole

Dr. S. Hand

Mr. Auros A. Harman &
Mx. Plymouth H. Ansbergs
Emmanuelle Henry
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug Hammerich
Barbara Holt
Raymond & Karen Houck
Hing On Hsu
Jiang Hu
Leslie & George Hume
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson
Andrea G. Julian
Margo & Leonard Karstadt”
Suzan Kaufmann
Bob & Pam Keagy
Kathryn Kearney
Alesandra Keys
Scott & Jan Kilner
Varvara Kirchner
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo
Mr. Kenneth H. Krueger
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa
Steve Lavezzoli
Ms. Fay Lee
Courtney S. Clarkson & Roy C. Leggitt
Ms. Lamar Leland
Mr. Jeff D. Leonard & Mr. Noel Flores
Ms. Michelle Li
Ms. Priscilla Lore
Ann K. Ludwig
Kurtice Luther
Richard A. Marciano & Teresa Middleton
Mr. Nicholas Markevich
Jason Marks
Agustin Martinez
Henry Massey & Amie Chang
Mrs. Charlene Mathias
Ms. Susan McConkey
Ann Marie Mix
In memory of
Kyoko Hoshiga Mukai & Cromwell D. Mukai
Sheila & Paul Nahi
Victoria |. Nakamura
Mr. Anthony Nash & Mrs. Dorene Cotter
Lenora Nelson-Desmas
Matthew & Nancy Noel
Alexander Nourafshan
Mr. Stephen R. Olsen
Bruce Osterweil & Patricia Furlong
Fran & John O'Sullivan
Erica Pascal & Mike Hostetler
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington
Andrew & Myrto Petreas
Ms. Erika Portillo®
Susan K. Prather
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora
Felice S. Price
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn
Susan Quinn
Mr. Robert W. Rankin
Julie & David Ransom
Danielle Rebischung
Ms. Judy Reynolds
Scott Riegelhaupt-Herzig
Ms. Deborah Rohan
Mr. John D. Rosin
Mary Ellen Rossi
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &
Kimberly Mark Webb,
in memory of Carole B. Berg
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack
Louise Adler Sampson
Mr. John Santibanes
Ms. Guadalupe Santoyo
Mrs. Helen Schulak
Ms. Andrea Schultz
Katie & Kevin Semien
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer
Judy & Wylie Sheldon
Alek Shestakov
Mr. Basil Shikin
William & Judith Shilstone

5 deceased



Dr. Stephen R. Smith & Ms. Theresa Lahey
Timothy & Ilia Smith
Richard L. Sogg, M.D.
Kim Spitler & Richard Dulin,
in memory of Gregg C. Spitler
Ms. Judy Stamps
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg
Dr. Peter & Mindy Sun
Ms. Susan K. Tanner
Jonathan Thames & Nicole Gallmann Thames
Cole Thomason-Redus
Norman & Carol Traeger
Mr. Kenneth Train & Mr. John Martin
Ron & Evelyn Trauner
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D.
Mr. David Underwood & Ms. Kathleen O'Rourke
Carol Jackson Upshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Vaccaro
Prof. Gregory & Eleanor Van Acker
Van-Anh Vo*
Miss Eunice L. Vogel
Mr. Thomas F. Culp & Mr. Charles Wagner
Rosemarie Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren
Gary L. Woodruff
Yue-Roe Wu
Clement Xue
Zellerbach Family Foundation
Ming Zhao & Songgi Liu
Anonymous (5)

MEDALLION SOCIETY
PRESIDENTS

J. Boyce Nute, 2018-

Kristina Flanagan, 2013-2018
Cathy MacNaughton, 2008-2013
Mrs. Harry Wetzel®, 1995-2003
Diane B. Wilsey, 1988-1994

Harriet Meyer QuarréS,
Founding President, 1983-1987

FOUNDER
$3,000-$4,999

Sophie Amidhozour”

Mr. Vikram Arora

Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler
Alisa J. Baker

William H. Barnaby

Clodoaldo Barrera

Nina & Charles E. Belle”

Ms. Lynn Berger

Luke Bergstrom”

Diane S. Bettencourt Rio Trinity Foundation
Paul® & Kathy Bissinger

Stephanie Block”

Helen & Roger Bohl

Maurizio Bonacini

Dr. Roberta Brokaw

Jess Brown

Karen Burtness Prak & Jan Willem Prak
Nana Chancellor”®

Mel & Hella Cheitlin

Thomas & Virginia Chen

Kathy Chou”

Ms. Helen Christakos”

Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun
Mr. Kenneth Clark”

Ms. Mary Claugus

Mr. James Clavin

Lanier Coles”

Arthur D. Colman, M.D. & Pilar Montero, Ph.D
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal

Jan & Jeannie de Vries

Philip Deutch”

Mrs. Elizabeth d'Hemery

Nina Bancroft Dickerson

Mr. Keith E. Doerge

OUR DONOR FAMILY CONTINUED

Claudia Dunsby”
Mr. James Eimers & Mr. Robert WulffA
Diana & Brad Ekstrand”
Gregory & Anne M. Evans
Aquila Farrell®
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman
Bob & Jan Fenwick
Nikola Filby
Firestone Family Foundation
First Street Leather
Claire & Jeff Fluhr?
Mr. Roger W. Fong
Mason Ford”
Janet Gallin & Sissel Ramirez
Mr. Gary Garabedian
David & Jennifer Gillespie
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. & Sandee Blechman
Dr. Kathleen Grant & Dr. Thomas Jackson
Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
Lisa Guerra”
Bronwyn H. Hall
Mr. Ronald Harrison
Ms. Karla Haynes®
Mr. & Mrs. David Heller™
Natalia & Israel Hernandez”
Austin Hills®
Linda Joyce Hodge
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard
Bradford L. Humphrey
Robin & Virginia Jaquith
Ed & Mary Jennings
Mr. Frank H. Jernigan & Andrew Faulk M.D.A
Abi Kandasamy & Alfred Sivathondan
Michael Katyryniuk & Jane Aldrich
Mrs. Louis Kelso
Dick & Marianne Kipper
Daniel & Susan Kocher
Virginia Koenig
Maj. Floyd R. Krey
Armando Lacayo”
William R. Lambert
Drs. Rondall & Danielle Lane
Peter Lee
Shirley Lee?
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann
Carol Leitch & Nanci Leitch
Kathleen Leones
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung & Mr. Warren E. Miller
Mrs. Constance Loarie
Kathie & Dexter Lowry”
Ms. Janet Luck & Mr. Stephen Kealhofer
John Major
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Makras™
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick
M. Romanello
Dr. Pamela Marron®
Marcia McConnell
Robert McDowell
Dr. Stephen Missall & Mrs. Lucia Danilo-Missall
Deborah Mosser”
Pamela Murdock
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar
Nancy Ober Alward & Eugene Alward
Richard & Barbara Odlin Foundation
Adam O'Donnell*
Dr. Karen Offen
Standish & Anne O'Grady,
in honor of Cynthia & Richard Livermore
Catherine A Owen MD
Douglas & Elke A. Paul
Skip Paul,
in honor of Karen J. Kubin
Jason Perry & Brian Rusch
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon
Mary & Bill Poland”,
in honor of Romana D. Bracco
Herb Potter
Alisa & Kevin Ratner”

A giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball

John & Elizabeth Riccitiello”
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer
Deborah M. & Thomas Rosch”
Erica Rosenblatt & Andrew Rosenblatt, MD
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz
Floyd W. Ross
Mrs. Joan Rost
Mr. Paul L. Rowe & Mr. R. Michael Sereno
Mr. Roger Royse”
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney
Francis Ryu
Rushil Saini®
Jay Sanchez
Michael & Gini Savage
Dorothy R. Saxe
Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard
Mr. Daniel Schoerner & Ms. Donna Pitteri
Mr. Paul Setziol
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sharp
Drs. Andrey Shaw & Cynthia Florin
Peter® & Helen Sheaff
Ms. Jeannette Shelton”
Jean Shuler
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva
Mr. Matthew Simis”
Marjorie Simon
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter
Mr. Jordan H. Smith
Andrea Sobrato”
Ina Stangenes”
Dr. Nell Stinson,
in memory of Melchior Thompson
Mr. Randall J. Strossen &
Ms. Elizabeth Hammond”
Sharon & John Tastor
Mona Tavss”
Ms. Trudy Teismann
Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD
Mr. Frank Trumbower”
Gisela & Peter Turner
Twin Peaks Tavern
Abel Valadez & Juliana Parente
Mary & Terry Vogt
Sanjeev Vraitch
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick
Susan Walker
Ms. Peggy A. Wall & Mr. Robert Slyker
Analee (Ani) Weaver
Mrs. Barbara Weinberg,
in memory of Matthew Weinberg
Stephen & Joan Weinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Cory White
Diana & Nelson Wild,
in honor of The Opera Costume Shop
Ronald B. Wilkerson
John R. Williams
Ms. Shirley Woo
Ms. Janet S. Wright
Qiong Wu”
Margaret VB Wurtele
Ms. Mai Mai & Mr. Paul Wythes
Ms. Dale E. Young
Pierluigi Zappacosta & Enrica D'Ettorre
Cameron Zarringhalam”
Bingyuan Zhang”, in memory of Kang Zhang
Virginia C. Ziegler & Andrew Zimmerman”
Leslie Zimmerman
Anonymous (7)

MEDALLION
$5,000-$7,499

Norm Abramson & David Beery§

Mr. Ermesto Alfaro & Mr. Robert Noga
Claire Allphin

Noah Alweiss

Francesca & Jeff Amann”

Robert C. Anderson

Denise Anker

Ms. Kay Auciello,
in honor of Joe and Faye Auciello
Ms. Ann Baer
Zachary Baker
Ms. Virginia Bamford
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron
Darren Bechtel & Samantha DuVall Bechtel
Samantha & Darren Bechtel Family Foundation
Yobo Bello-Asemota”
Mr. Riccardo Benavides”
Roy C. Bergstrom
Josef & Marion Betz”
Gay-Lynn & Robert Blanding
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch
Bill & Alison Boeckmann
Debora Booth
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas
Barbara & Robert Brandriff
Matthew & Sarah Brockmeyer
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby
Audrius Budrys
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske
Bulgari®
Kathleen Burke & Ralph Davis,
in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman
Dr. Marcia A. Bush
Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas”
John C. Callan
Richard Caplin, MD
Betty J. Carmack
Janet Carpenter
Noah Carr
Frank & Pat Carrubba
Dr. Heidi H. Cary
Anne Casscells®
Edith & David Cassel
Solomon Cera
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson®
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman
Dr. J. Samuel Chase
Tracy Chen®
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs
Carol T. Christ
Richard & Susan Christie
Lillian Chun
Rudy Ciuca® & Joseph Lawrence
Hilary & Richard Clark”
Ms. Carlyn Clause & Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
Thierry Bui & Paul Clifford
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz
Coterie Senior Living
Michael & Jean Couch
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain
C. Dory Culver & Walter Nirenberg
Richard Cuneo & Mary Ann Sebastiani Cuneo
Dr. James Cuthbertson
Mr. Orville W. Dale
Mr. A. S. Damji
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier
Patricia Dixon
Carol & Dixon Doll,
in honor of John Gunn
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley§
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle
William Douglass
Katherine Herrick Drake
Ms. Sharon Duggan,
in memory of Ms. M. Anne Jennings
Dawn Dunlop
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn
Stefan & Wendy Dyckerhoff?
Kirk & Thara Edson
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards
Bob Ellis, in honor of John Gunn
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth
Pauline Eveillard & Douglas Gould
Richard & Patricia Farnsworth
Drs. Bette & James Felton
Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim

8 deceased
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Jessena Finn
Rick & Debra Fisher
Dr. Harvey & Mrs. Deborah Fishman
Candace Fitzgerald
Kristina Johnson Flanagan
Sarah W. Freedman & Ronald Levy
Barbara B. Friede
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & Ms. Monica Lopez
Melvin Gilbert
Douglas Gilmour
Bernd Girod
Brendan Glackin & Emily Arnold
Jeanne Glennon
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston
Philip Goward & Theodore Ueki
Fred & Maggie Grauer
Mary W. Graves
Diane CGreen
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski
Ms. Violet Grgich & Mr. Colin Shipman
Sallie Griffith
Maud Hallin
Charles F. Hanes
Mr. Scott Harrop
Mr. Richard B. Hechler & Ms. Malin Giddings”
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai
Zheyla M. Henriksen”
Martha Hertelendy”
Peggy Hill
Terry Hill
S. C. Hoffman
Greg Haines & Stacy Hoover Haines,
in memory of Alan L. Hoover
Mr. Larry Horton
Wilma S. Horwitz
Joanne Howard
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys
Edward & Patricia Hymson
Mr. Homi Irani & Ms. Anna Yonemura
Louise Ireland
Sharif Jacob
Megan & Michael Janis”
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth
Mr® & Mrs. Claude Jarman, Jr.
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson
Barbara E. Jones,
in memory of William E. Jones
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English
Marilyn & Steve Kapaun”
Daniel Kelley
Mr. Frank Kelly
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy
Kathleen Kenney
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat
Mehrzad Khajenoori
Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee
Thomas D. King
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Labe
Barbara Laferriere
Sheila & Thomas Larsen
Melissa & Laurence Lasky
Anne E. Wengert & Leslie Latham
James & Katherine Lau®
Aiko Lavine
Julie Lee?
Mr. Donald R. Leighton & Mr. Hector Yee
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin®
Steve Chiang & Sandy Lin-Chiang”
Steve & Judy Lipson
J.W. Mailliard, Jr. Trust
Roger A. Mann, M.D.
Raheleh Mansoor Keyani®
John Marcom & Arif Hasyim

OUR DONOR FAMILY CONTINUED

Daniel Mardesich & Virginia Anawalt Mardesich

Ms. Susan Marsch”
Margaret McCaul

A. Kirk McKenzie

Sharon McNalley

Teresa & Mark Medearis®
James R. Meehan

Mr. David Mellor

Mrs. Eva Meyerson Milgrom
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker
Lisa Moore

Ronald D. Morrison

Maryam & Oran Muduroglu®
Ruth Murad

Renate M. Nadler, M.D.

Joseph C. Najpaver, in memory of Deana Logan

David & Marilyn Nasatir

Joyce Newstat”

Mark H. Nishiki, M.D.

Ms. Ann M. O'Leary

Mrs. Sarah Olson

Lise Deschamps Ostwald

Ms. Siu M. Owyeung

Jeraldine Palazzi

Barbara Paschke

Jay & Nimisha Patel*

Berniece Patterson

Ms. Karmen Chingju Peng

Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry

Frances Petrocelli

Dr. Lynn Ponton & Mr. Steven Zimmerman

Richard & Alan Power-Lum

Jeanette M. Prato

Pam & Jack Preston”

Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead,
in honor of Johann Joson

Margaret & Vic Quattrin

Ms. Nora Quattrin

Samuel Dwight Thomas Rabinowitz

Charles & Patricia Raven

Suzanne & Robert® Redfern-West

Ms. Elizabeth Reed

Patricia Rees-Miller

Mr. William E. Reller

Reuben, Junius & Rose, LLP &
James & Sheryl Reuben

Zack & Orli Rinat

Ronald Rogness

Theres & Dennis Rohan

Dr. Andrew Rombakis

Yvette & Philip Rosedale

Ms. Susan Rosenblatt

Konstantinos Roussos

Daniel Rubin, in honor of Frederica von Stade

John E. Ruden

Mr. Joseph Saveri®

Saveri Family

Megan Scacco®

Mr. Carl Schaper & Mr. Benjamin Backus

Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev”

Mrs. Ronald Schroeder

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder

Steve & Sally Schroeder

John Schwabacher

Pamela W. Sebastian

Mr. Sean M. SeLegue

Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan

Dr. & Mrs. David T. Shen

Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa & Mr. Edwin Guarino Jr$

Steven E. Shladover

Neal H. Shorstein, MD

Jean Sieper

David & Barbara Sloss

Mr. Mark Small

Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith

Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr.
Pamela D. Smith & Roger L. Potash
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo
Kristin Sorensen & Danny Tran”

A giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball
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Gideon® & Cheryl Sorokin
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein
Michael & Susanna Steinberg
Jacqueline Stewart
Alex Still & Martha Ferguson
Ms. Terri Stuart
Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura
Dr. & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr.
Joshua & Cristin Szarek”
Leigh Teece
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan
Krista & Gerard Terstiege
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D.
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson
Mrs. Nancy Unobskey
Leslie & Judy Vadasz
AxelVan Chee
Ms. Jessica Vapnek
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel
Carol A. Weitz
Beth & Marvin Wenger,
in honor of John Schwabacher
Mr. Keith C. Wetmore & Mr. Andrew Hinek
Wildcat Cove Foundation
Erika Williams
Ann L. Williamson
Mason & Wendy
Faye Constance Wilson
Barbara Wollschleger Smith
Dr. John S. Yao & Dr. Pauline Mysliwiec
Heather Young
Philana & David Yu”
Ms. Kay Yun & Mr. Andre Neumann-Loreck”
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini
Frank Zepeda
Alllan & Diane Zingeler
Anonymous, in honor of Ms. Lori Harrison
Anonymous (7)

BRONZE
$7,500-$14,999
Randy Adams
Sig Anderman
Ms. Dorothy |. Anderson,
in honor of Mr. Henry P. Anderson
Ms. Anna Antoniucci
James Babcock
Linda S. Barrett
Joanna Beam
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap
Patricia Berkowitz
Mrs. Allison Blackman,
in memory of Peter Cannon
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley
Mrs. Barbara B. Bocci
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens®
Mrs. Theresa Braun,
in honor of Dr. Nancy L. Ascher
Mrs. Karen Broido
Joseph & Linda Bronson
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau
Dr. James M. Campbell
Sally Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey
Park & Joan Chamberlain
Jeffrey Chambers & Andrea Okamura
Drs. Devron & Valerie Char
Ms. Mary Chen
Chevron
Hazel Clegg
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Cohen
Dr. Charles Connor & Ms. Parisa Ghezelbash
James & Phyllis Coulter
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson
John Cullison & Diana Kissil
Ms. Olivia Hsu Decker”
Pam DeWeerd

Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli

The Dolby Family, in honor of Keith Geeslin
Barbara J. Dwyer”

Nancy J. English

Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff

Cheryl Fippen

Virginia Foo

Linle & Jim Froeb”

K Gabrielson

Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad & Mohsen Gamshad

Nanette Gartrell, M.D. &
Dee Mosbacher, MD., PhD,
in honor of Ms. Patricia Racette &
Ms. Beth Clayton-Artist
Mr. Rich Gerhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette
Ms. Jane M. Gitschier
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg
Dr8 & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon
Don & MaryAnn Graulich
Mr. Howard Grobstein
Ms. Amy Grossman
Raymond & Amanda Haas
Ms. Mary Hackenbracht & Mr. Buck Gee
John & Johnnie Hafernik,
in memory of Ms. Betty Bekgran
P. J. Handeland
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo
Martha & Michael Helms
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh”
Mr. Daniel Hersh
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier®
Susan K. Hoerger
David Shepherd,
in loving memory of Al Hoffman
Vincent & Christina Hu
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv
Donald® & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Barbara J. R. Jones
Ms. Leslie Karren
Ms. Kathryn Kersey
Mr. F. Curt Kirschner Jr.A
Sven E. Kjaersgaard
Linda & Robert® Klett
Karen Kline & Dr. Jerome Hanowsky
Ms. Wanda Kownacki
Regina Lackner
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott Sagan
Kurt A. Latta
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Mr. Richard Layne
Ms. Miranda Leonard
Mingming Li*
Dr. & Mrs.S H. H. Loomis, Jr.
Nathaniel Lopez
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr.
Cheryl Samantha & Laurence R. Lyons Ph.D.
Lori & David Marquardt
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey
Linda M. McKay
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto
Robert Meister & Sasmeeta Srivastava
Ms. Judith Mendelsohn
Karen Merritt
David Kremer & Marla Miller
Rita Benton Milner & James Milner
Ms. Lori Mirek?
Dale & Sue Missimer Fund
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin®
Mr. Manfred Mundelius
Janet Napolitano
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman

Lisa & Marcus Ogawa - Small River Foundation

OPERA America

Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D.
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder
Ajay Puri

Varda Rabin

Melissa Ribeiro”

Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein
Arthur & Keiko Roosa

8 deceased



Elizabeth & Yassen Roussev
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter
Ms. Beth Scanlan”
Randy Schekman & Sabeeha Merchant
Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz,
in honor of Anne Casscells
Philip & Tracy Scruggs
Jon & NoraLee Sedmak
Jill Shibles™
Mr. David J. & Mrs. Mary Beth Shimmon
Crystal Sholts®
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson
Mrs. Linda Snyder
Ms. M. Melanie Searle St. John
Mary Jean Stempien & James Stricker
Young & Chris Suh”
Polly Tam”*
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei
Mary S. Tilden
Dean & Jeanice Tipps
Lilian Chi Tsai®
Mr. Richard D. Tuck & Mr. Neale A. Grasham
Ms. Heidi Ulrich, in memory of Ursula Bisconer
Richard Vasicek
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky
Claudia & Nicola Volpi
Ms. Ann Yvonne Walker & Mr. David M. Jones
Bob & Gail Walker
Ms. Mary Wang & Mr. Michael Sun
William & Sakura Wang
Lucie & Jerry Weissman
Mr. Richard P. & Catherine M. West
Anita & Steve Westly”
Brayton Wilbur Foundation
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen
Ms. Kirsten Wolfe
Dr. Carlene J. Wong & Dr. Philip C. Lee”
Ms. Eileen C. Wong
Sherry Wren, MD
Russell Wylie
Dennis & Lena Yang
Salle Yoo & Jeff Gray
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund
Peggy & Lee Zeigler
Jian Zhang & Sean Liu
Christopher Zuber
Cynthia & Marco Zuniga
Anonymous (8)

INTERMEZZO SILVER
$15,000-$24,999
Dr. Katherine Adams & Mr. Ralph Adams
Amir V. Adibi & Shannon R. Clawson
Dorrit Ahbel
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson”
David & Judith Preves Anderson
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher
Mr. Paul J. Asente & Mr. Ron Jenks
Bartko Pavia LLP
James Scott Bays
Ms. Brenda Beckett
Ruth Belvin
David Bertoni
Ms. Elizabeth F. Birka-White”
Athena & Timothy Blackburn
Mr. Frank Bliss
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes &
Mr. Harold O. Hughes
Dr. Sean P. Bohen & Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation
Rike & Klaus Burmeister
Jeanne® & William Cahill
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Frances Campra
Peter & Jane Carpenter
Cerity Partners
Mark R. Chaitkin & P. Cecilia Storr
Julia Frohlich Cherry
Janet Cluff?

OUR DONOR FAMILY CONTINUED

Leonard & Marie Collins
Michéle Beigel Corash & Laurence Corash
Alice Corning
James Cross & Charles Antonen,
in memory of Dr. Alexander Cross
George L. Crow
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber
Shirley Davis® & Paul Sack
Orlando Diaz-Azcuy & John G. Capo
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel
Dolby Laboratories
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli
Susan & Bruce Dzieza
Judith & Philip® Erdberg
Tom Frankel & Janet Reider
Mr. Michael M. Garland & Ms. Virginia A. Coe
Dr. Dorothy Gietzen
Anne Gray
Clelia Gray
Marcia & Geoffrey Green
Bernice E. Greene
Deborah Greer®
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green
Claude & Nina® Gruen
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson
Bro Halff
Dr. M. Henry Heines & Ms. Katherine Fines
Carol F. Henry
Mr. Robert Hero
lan Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro
Dr. Susan Holbrook & Dr. James Florey
Charles & Brandi Hudson
Kimberly M. Hughes
Arlene Inch”
Elizabeth Ingalls
Robert & Riki Intner
Kaiser Permanente
Jack Klingelhofer
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti
Bill & Jeanne Landreth
Ms. Katharine Lange
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon
Ms. Patricia Leicher
Mr. Ariano Lembi & Ms. Yuko Fruth,
in honor of Mr. Igris Lembi
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Dr. Darryl L. Raszl
Lisa P. Lindelef
Sylvia R. Lindsey”
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel
Claude L. Lowen
Niall & Eve Lynch
Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester
Messrs. Mario Marte & Oscar Corona
Irena Matijas™
Ellen & Paul McKaskle
Edith P. Mendez
Thomas R. Metcalf & Barbara Metcalf
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Thomas & Lydia Moran
Rene Morgan,
in loving memory of Don Morgan
Alice Ames Morison
William O. Morris,
in memory of Susan Woodbury Morris
James A. Noe, Il
Sally & Craig Nordlund
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd”
Diana Rogers, in memory of Ms. Suzanne Orrick
Judy O'Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser
Hon. Nancy & Mr. Paul Pelosi®
Edward & Lynn Poole”
Ruth Quigley
Mr. Gordon Radley
Ramchandra Rajeshinde”
Louise & Paul Renne
Michelle Rhyu
Todd & Sandra Sachs
Michael Sack
Deborah & Paul Sagues
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C.
Ms. Ruth A. Short

A giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball

Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles
Dr. & Mrs.® Marvin Smoller
Donald Sobelman & Leishia Woolwine
Reg & Marianne Steer
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova & Mr. Payam Mirrashidi
Mr. William R. Stensrud & Ms. Suzanne Vaucher
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler
Sam Test
Mr. Terrence Tilley
TL Trust
Ms. Marimar Torres™
Anita Tortorici, in memory of Mr. Edward Tortorici
Ms. Lisa Tough
Ann Classen Treadwell
Soo & Raj Venkatesan,
in honor of Susan Anderson-Norby
Ms. Barbara Walkowski
Steven & Jennifer Walske”
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret)"
Dennis & Melinda Yee Franklin®
Diane & Howard Zack
Stephen & Connie Zilles
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation
Anonymous (5)

LEADERSHIP GOLD
$25,000-$49,999
181 Fremont Residences”
Amazon
Mr. Brian G. Atwood & Ms. Lynne H. Edminster®
Kathryn & Frederick Baron,

in honor of Matthew Shilvock
Brigid S. Barton
Richard Bastoni
Robert H. Beadle”
William J. Bennington
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey
Fred & Betty Bialek
Bloomberg
Claire & Jared Bobrow”
Edward Paul Braby, M.D.
Chris & Jennifer Brahm”
Ms. Jennifer Braun & Mr. Raymond Ryan
Ms. Barbara Brown
Ellie & Theodore Brown”
California Foundation for Stronger Communities
Mr. & Mrs. \W. S. Child
Raymond Chinn
Alexander® & Antonia Cross
Timothy D. Dattels & Kristine M. Johnson”
Jayne & Peter Davis”,

in memory of James H. Schwabacher
Reid® & Peggy Dennis
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin
Robert & Dana Emery
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman”
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain
Anna & Steven Fieler
Dianne A. Fowler
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick
Ms. Margarita Gandia & Ms. Diana Campoamor
Glasser Family Fund
Hon. Barry Goode
Ms. Shelley W. Gottlieb
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund”
Michael A. Harrison® & Susan Graham Harrison
Jane Marks Hartley
Lori Head & Patrick Flaherty
In memory of Jayne Heagy
Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho
Anne & Jeffery Katz
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein
Gabirielle Layton”
Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle & Vincenta Leigh
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation
Bernice Lindstrom
Jennifer Coslett MacCready
Patrick McCabe”

Nion McEvoy & Leslie Berriman
AlMedvitz & Jean McCormack?
Helen & John Meyer”
Karl & Kristen Mills”
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering
Paul Nordine
One World Fund
Neil & Elsa S. Pering
Anne B. Popkin”
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab
Ms. Merrill Randol & Dr. Stephen Sherwin”
Linnea & George Roberts
Mrs. William C. Robison
Chandra & Michael Rudd
Bob & Terri Ryan
San Francisco Opera Guild”
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald”
Abraham D. & Marian S. Sofaer
Shirley Soong
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon
Roselyne Chroman Swig
Barbara L. Traisman”
TriplePoint Capital®
The Eden8 Foundation,

Mike & Sarasina Tuchen
Ronald & Emely Weissman”
Eric Yang & Lisa Guo
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James”
Dr & MrsS John A. Zderic
A Grateful Patron,

in honor of Mr. Rufus Olivier Jr.
Anonymous,

in memory of Scott Hendrickson
Anonymous, in honor of

Ji'Youn Lee & Robert & Louise Ciulla
Anonymous (6)

LEADERSHIP PLATINUM
$50,000-$74,999

Jennifer M. Bienaimé & Joshua Fiedler"
Jamie & Philip Bowles

Donald D. Campbell & Teresa Yrastorza
David & Karin Chamberlain

CHANELA

Louise M. Davies Foundation

John® & Bonnie Demergasso

Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons”

The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye

Lillian Qian & Charles Huang

Anne & Timothy Kahn”

Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Timothy J. Marten, M.D. & Ms. Mary C. Heylin*
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman
James Moule

National Endowment for the Arts
Julian & Willie Sue Orr

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard

Charles P. Russell

Anthony & Shipley Salewski

Elizabeth Tsai Living Trust

US. Bank

William & Mikiko® Walker

Peter Liu, Chairman, WI Harper Group
James & Beth® Wintersteen
Anonymous

LEADERSHIP DIAMOND
$75,000-$99,999

Mr. & Mrs.® Joachim Bechtle

Marion M. Cope

Valerie Crane Dorfman”

Margareta & Staffan Encrantz

Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross Foundation”
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation
The McMurtry Family

5 deceased
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The Producers Circle

San Francisco Opera is grateful for the philanthropic investments of our Producers Circle members and Company
Sponsors. These generous opera lovers care deeply about continuing the legacy that the Company’s founders
established, creating globally recognized opera productions for all to enjoy.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER
$100,000-$249,999
Norby Anderson
Robert Mailer Anderson & Nicola Miner
Mark Barrenechea & Sydney Leung
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation
Romana D. Bracco
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan
Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Emmanuel Chao
Margaret Liu Collins
The Families of Christina DeBruin Warren & Noah Alweiss
Carol & Dixon Doll
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton
Peter Fenton & Kate Greer
The Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation
Sakurako & William Fisher
Samia & Scott Foster
Jerome Guillen & Jeremy Gallaher
Brian & Rene Hollins
Sylvia Hughes, in memory of John Hughes
Leslie & George Hume
The William G. Irnwin Charity Foundation
J. Burgess Jamieson (in memoriam) & Elizabeth B. Jamieson
Sue Graham Johnston & Eric Johnston
Candace Zander Kahn
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund
Koret Foundation
Karen J. Kubin
Lyna Lam & Chris Larsen
Cynthia & Richard Livermore
Susan & Philip Marineau
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
Steven M. Menzies
Nancy S. Mueller
Peggy & Boyce Nute
Barbara Oshman
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & Dr. Gerhard H. Parker
Isabel & Insik Rhee
Pamela & Richard Rigg
San Francisco Federal Credit Union
Phil Black & Brigitte Sandquist
Betty & Jack Schafer
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Arlene Silk & Doug Giancoli®
Jim & Gayle Tunnell
Joe & Clara Wu Tsai
Akiko Yamazaki & Jerry Yang
Eric Yuan & Sherry Zhang
Anonymous (4)

PRODUCER
$250,000-$499,999
Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman
Chinese Heritage Foundation of Minnesota
Shai Edberg
Bob Ellis
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Grants for the Arts
Stephen & Choongja Kahng
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
Ms. Nadine M. Tang
Barbara Moller Ward
Anonymous

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
$500,000-$999,999
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran
Denise Littlefield Sobel

COMPANY SPONSORS
$1,000,000 and Above
Julie Dickson
Jerome & Thao Dodson
Dagmar Dolby
Bertie Bialek Elliott
The Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation For The Arts
Louise Gund
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Franklin & Catherine’ Johnson
Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund
Bernard & Barbro Osher
Marieke & Jeff Rothschild
Jan Shrem? & Maria Manetti Shrem
Dianne & Tad® Taube
Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds
Diane B. Wilsey
Barbara A. \Wolfe
Anonymous (2)
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TEAM

i QAT I'abulous Bay Area Properties
KITCHEN

2833 VALLEJO STREET, SAN FRANCISCO | $19.9 MILLION

!1
Modern masterpiece: Five bedrooms, six and a half bathrooms, media room, two family rooms elevator, incredible Bay & Bridge views, front and
back garden, roofdeck, four-car garage.

2762 FILBERT STREET, SAN FRANCISCO | $10.75 MILLION

Stunning, newly completed Cow Hollow view residence! Five bedrooms, five full and two half bathrooms, office, two family rooms, four-car parkmg
roof deck, yard, and endless amenities.

1043 FRANCISCO STREET, SAN FRANCISCO | $8.75 MILLION

l
”"'m?:‘;;
o il

Meticulously renovated Russian Hill view home! Masterfully engmeered four bedrooms four and a half bathrooms, iconic Golden Gate Bridge
views, roofdeck, garden, two-car detached garage, and more.

Discover how San Francisco’s leading team can help
you achieve your real estate goals.

Nina Hatvany | Natalie Hatvany Kitchen

Vanessa Hatvany Kitchen | Paul Hatvany Kitchen
415.710.6462 | info@teamhatvany.com
@hatvanyrealestate

DRE #01152226 | 01484878 | 02016667 | 01928433
TeamHatvany.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742,
1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is
made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial
or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.
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Marilyn Horne,
Honorary Chairwoman

Elie Abi-Jaoude
Norman Abramson & David Beery®
Elie Abi-Jaoude
Norman Abramson & David Beery®
Kenneth & Barbara® Adams
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D.
Mr. Carlos R. Alas, Jr. & Mr. Philip Beckerman
Ms. Karin Albright
Sophie & Ted Aldrich
Anthony J. Alfidi
H. Loren Allen
Robin Lee Allen
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson
David & Judith Preves Anderson
Robert C. Anderson
Ms. Sheila Ash
Elizabeth Avakian
Bobbi & Marty Bach
Margot Shinnamon Bach
M. L. Baird,
in memory of Travis & Marion Baird
Martha Baker
Zachary Baker
David & Christine® Balabanian
Deborah Banks & Randy Porter
Cantor Roslyn Barak
Elizabeth Barlow & Stephen McClellan
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer
Steve & Ina Bauman
Robert H. Beadle
Merle Becker
Milada Belaya
Robert Henry Bellamy
Pascal J. F. Belloncle
Ruth & Frank® Belvin
Trish Benedict
David Bertoni
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey & Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin®
Shannyn Bessoni
Heide Betz
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder
Betty Bispo
Phyllis B. Blair
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann
Claire & Jared Bobrow
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes & Mr. Harold O. Hughes
Alison Boeckmann
Drs. Seymour® & Sylvia Boorstein
Christine M. Boulanger, MD
Christopher & Renee Bowen
Jamie Nicol Bowles
Malcolm H. Bowles
Randall Bowman
Romana D'’Angelo Bracco
Jackson & Lisa Braider
Barbara & Robert Brandriff
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton
Karen Broido
Scotty Brookie
Lynda L. Brothers
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown
Jerry W. Brown
Mr & Mrs, John Maxwell Bryan
Donald Buhman & C. Wray Humphrey
Ralph & Clairelee L. Bulkley
Karen L. Burtness Prak & Jan Willem L. Prak
Lisa Bury
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli®
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Richard Buth & James Schull®
Mrs. James P. Butler

Marilyn & Michael® Cabak

Jack Calhoun

Frances Campra

Anne-Maree Cantwell, MD
Hans Cardenas

James Carlson

Betty J. Carmack

Barbara L. Carter

Benedick Chai & Robert Nelson®
Mark R. Chaitkin

Hella H. Cheitlin

Julia Frohlich Cherry

Ann D. Claesgens

Gillian Clark

Courtney Clarkson

Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd
Mariel Claxton

Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner
Dr. Carolyn J. Cline

Lloyd® & Janet Cluff

Roberta Colin

Marie Collins

Tony & SueAnn Converse

Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope
Dewayne Cornelious

Susan Costello

Jennifer Cowan

Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain
Valerie Crane Dorfman

Doug & Vivian Crisman
Camille Crittenden

Carl Croft-Steve Fletcher-Delwin Rimbey®
James Cross & Charles Antonen
George & Susan® Crow

John & Lois Crowe

John Cullison & Diana Kissil
Douglas P. Cyr

Mr. Orville W. Dale

Mr. A. S. Damiji

Anne Dauer

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D.

Greta & Raymond A. de Groat
Cornelia Y. de Schepper
Martha Debs

Virginia Debs

Judith Deniz

Anita Jean Denz

Ms. Jackie Deskin

Eric Dew

Maria E. Dichov

Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert
Jerome & Thao Dodson

Carol & Dixon Doll

Jeanne Dorward

Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli
Dr. Nancy Doyle & Dr. George L. Smith, Jr®
Stephen Ringland Drewes

Pat Dubrow

Barbara J. Dwyer

John® & Dimitra Efstathiou
Alan F. Egan, J.P.

Holly & Edmond Eger

Ludmila & Peter Eggleton
Stephen Eimer & Kevin Ann Cartwright
Gretchen Elliott

Bob Ellis
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth
Christine M. Englund
Barbara & Ed Eschbach
Patricia M. Evans
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton
Jessena Finn
Cheryl Fippen & Mary True
Jack & Marsha Firestone
Candace Fitzgerald
Lucille V. Fjoslien
Martha J. Foltz
Mary & Tom® Foote
Barbara Jean Fopp Paullin
David F. Freedman,

in memory of Joan L. Freedman
Barbara & William® Friede
Joseph & Antonia Friedman
K Gabrielson
Parley Gagne
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. & Kenneth J. Denhard
Dewey Garrett
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht & Francisco Guevara
Mr. & Mrs.S Gordon P. Getty
Arlene & Doug® Giancoli
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg
lone Gille
John S. Gilmor
Ann & Daniel Girard
Jane Gitschier
David Gockley & Linda Kemper
Don & MaryAnn Graulich
Anne Patricia Gray
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Ms. Julie Green
Roger W. Green
Dr. Elizabeth Green-Sah
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson
Claude & Nina® Gruen
Ursula Grunfeld
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Kristina K. Hall
Michael C. Hall & Rafael L. Campos
Theresa Hallinan
Ms. Laila Halsteen
Peter & Harriet Hanauer
Hunter Harris
Michael A. Harrison® & Susan Graham Harrison
Jane & David® Hartley
Fred Hartwick
Mrs. Janine A. Hawkins
Mr. & MrsS James A, Heagy
Lisa A. Heilman-Cozzalio
Mary & Craig® Henderson
Donald A. Hermann
John S. Higgins, Jr.
Peggy Hill
Terry Hill
lan Hinchliffe
Robert W. Hofer
Kenneth L. Holford
Brian & Rene Hollins
Dr. Michael Horn
Marilyn Horne
Wilma S. Horwitz
Sally V. Houston
Margaret E. Hoyt

We are grateful to those who remember San Francisco Opera through a legacy gift. This
crucial support strengthens and ensures the future of the Opera. We are delighted to
welcome those who set up a legacy gift as important members of our Bel Canto Legacy
Society. For most gift types, there is no minimum amount. Please consider joining this
extraordinary group. When you step forward, others are encouraged to do the same. To
learn more, please contact legacygiving@sfopera.com.

Linda Humber
Leslie & George Hume
Marian Huntoon
Libby Ingalls
Robert & Riki Intner
Marsha Irwin
Donald® & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Yorke® & Jacqueline Jacobson
John® & Nancy Jalonen
Robin & Ginny Jaquith
Ms. Christine Jarc
Bruce M. Jewett
Eric Roy Johnston & Sue Graham Johnston
Mac & Mary Jordan
Sally Jordan
Dr. Devorah Joseph,
in memory of Irving Joseph
Joan Juster
Bradley & Susan Justice
Candace Zander Kahn
Barbara Karn
Elizabeth Karnazes
Dick® & Sherry Karrenbrock
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz
Jeannie Kaufman
Suzan Kaufmann
Georgi Kelly
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein
Lawrence A. Kern
Ms. Eiko Kikawada
Nelda Kilguss
Sally Lane Kirby
Linda & Robert® Klett
Leonard F. Klosinski
Edson K. Kong. Esq.
Laura M. Kozel
Christine Stevens Kradjian
Ms. Barbara Kral
Nancy Ann Kraus
Charles C. Kredensor & Frederic S. Saunders
Herbert® & Barbara Kreissler
Karen J. Kubin
Aman . Kumar
Michael L. Kurt
Joan Kwansa
Regina Lackner
Judith Lamberti M.D.
Donald & Judy Langley
Randall E. Laroche & David G. Laudon
Thomas A. Larsen
Beverly & Richard Lavine
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Olive Lawton
Samuel Leask
Mr. Leslie Wayne Lee
Paul E. LeMal M.D.
Cliff Leventhal, in memory of Arlene Leventhal
Frank & Ildiko® Lewis
Mr. George B. Lewis
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Darryl L. Raszl, M.D.
Elizabeth Lim
Lawrence & Silvia Lin
Lisa P. Lindelef
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom
Donald R. Lipp
Allan M. Lluch
Maurice E. Loomis
Shirley® & Hersch Loomis
Nathaniel Lopez & Jerry Orecchia®

5 deceased



Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr.
George F. Lucas & Thomas Rothgiesser
Rita & Nicola Luisotti
Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons Ph.D.
Betty Maddux,
in memory of Edward Koester
Andrew F. Maguire
Cynthia & John Major
Jackie & Art Mancini
Joseph Marino, Jr.
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA
David Marsten
Evelyn S. Martinez
Marilyn Mathers
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian
James McCarthy
Eileen McCauley
Florence & William McConnell
Donald L. McGee
John G. McGehee
Michael McGinley
Dr. Marguerite Mclnnes
Ellen & Paul McKaskle
Linda M. McKay
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin
Ms. Marilyn McMillan
The McMurtry Family
Ronald & Judith McWilliams
Dennis Otto & Robert Meadows
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis
H. Craig Melchert
Edward Merrick
Robert Messick
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser
Diane Compagno Miller
George M. Miller
J. Sanford Miller
Ann Bogush Millican
Birgit & Eitan Milstein
Dr. Judy C. Miner
John Minnich
Bill & Susan Mirbach
Mr. D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard
Ms. Camille Morishige
Andrew Morris
William O. & Susan® W. Morris
Milton Mosk® & Thomas Foutch
Kathleen Much
Nancy S. Mueller
Manfred K. Mundelius
Heidi Munzinger
Majbritt Murdock

BEL CANTO LEGACY SOCIETY CONTINUED

Lorenzo Murguia, M.D,
Andrea Debra Muro

Mrs. John® H. Musey

Vija Hovgard Nadai

Marilyn & David Nasatir
Howard Neckel

Theresa Nelson & Barney Smits
H. Andrea Neves, Ph.D., H.L.D.
Roselee Nichols

Leif Fredebo Nielsen

John O. Nigh

Mary L. Nilan

Paul Nordine

Dante Noto

Norman® & Hillevi Null
Steven Oakey & Brent McGee
James Alan Oakley

Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd
Brian Olson

Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr
Brenda Osborne

Kathleen Dale Oscarson
Lise Deschamps Ostwald
Father David F. Pace
Thomas Pajak

Robert E* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi
Barbara H. Paley

Ms. Iris Parris

Karmen Ching-Ju Peng
David & Gail Perin

Neil & Elsa Pering

Jess G. Perry

Cinda & Spence® Perry
Dame Donna Petersen
Susan D. Peterson

Allen & Joyce® Phipps
Roger & Deborah® Potash
Patric & Mary Powell
Jeanette M. Prato

Louis Ptacek

Janet & Michael Quartaroli
Ruth Quigley

Michael Raddie

Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer
Alan & Nancy Raznick
Patricia Rees-Miller

M.A. Reybear Trust

Marie R. Rhein

Jennifer Richardson

Keith W. & Marjorie Riley
Richard® & Jean Ringe
Kathryn E. Ringgold

Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie
Dr. Andrew Rombakis

Deborah Romer & William Tucker
Fran Rominger

Arthur S. & Keiko Kiyuna Roosa
Margaret Ropchan

Kathryn Roszak

Paul L. Rowe & R. Michael Sereno
Dr. & Mrs. Walter Rubenstein

Mr. John E. Ruden

Karl Ruppenthal® & Jo Maxon
Louise A. Russell

Richard Russell

Bob & Terri Ryan

Carol® & Jordan Sachs

Louise Adler Sampson

Mr. Jeffrey Sant

Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & Mr. Barry T. Joseph
Michael & Gini Savage

Dorothy R. Saxe

Daryl A. Schilling

Betsey Schneider

Debra Schoenberg

Hanne Schultz

Harold E. Segelstad

Marilyn G. Seiberling

Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp
Cynthia B. Selfridge

Christine Selle

Gary & Dana Shapiro

James & Connie Shapiro

Ms. Deborah Sharpe

Peter® & Helen Sheaff

Mrs. Carter Parrish Sherlin

Jim & Mai Shields

Ruth A. Short

John Shott

Robert Shultz

Natalie O. Shuttleworth

Paul J. & Sheri Siegel

Donna Silverberg

Mr. Kirby Slate® & Mrs. Frances Slate
Cynthia L. Slezak

Ilia & Timothy C. Smith

Dr. Lorraine E. Smith

Pamela D. Smith

Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo
Kenneth & Joanne Snow

Steven Souza & Therese Souza
Robert L. Speer & John \Wong®
Gail Andersen Stark

The Honorable & Mrs* Wm. D. Stein
Eric Stevens

Howard & Ruth® Strassner

Merna Strassner

Blossom F. Strong

Terri Stuart

Charo Switalski & Paul Eisenman
Tom Taffel & Bill Repp

Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei

Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch
Dianne & Tad Taube

Robin Donald Taylor

Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson

Barbara L. Traisman

Ricardo D. Trimillos

Maxine Trost

Michael E. Tully

Jim & Gayle Tunnell

Mr5 & Mrs. Paul A, Tuttle

Yvonne Upsher

Martin Eric Vahur

Mark Vallarino

Soo & Raj Venkatesan

Virginia E. Vida

John E. Vinton & Richard Miller
Albert J. Vizinho

Eunice L. Vogel

Garry Waba

Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel
Cmdr.® & Mrs, Homer Wallin
Barbara M. Ward

Hon. James L. Warren (Ret)

Ms. Lola Watson

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster
Mitzie Naff Weiner

Maurice & Gale Weir

Dr. Ronald Weissman & Emely Weissman
Daphne & Stuart Wells

Janet Gray Welter

Josephine P. Wiik, R.N.

Michelle Wilcox & Rob Kuhling
Miles® & Virginia Willard

Ann L. Williamson

David Wingate & Jeffrey Beane®
Ms. Virginia Wong

Grateful Opera Lover

Stanley M. Yantis, M.D.

Ms. Nancy Yee

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Yoerg

S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James
Heather A. Young

Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund
William T. Zaumen

Joan Zawaski® & Rona Siegel
Peggy & Lee Zeigler

MrS & Mrs. Stephen A. Zellerbach
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz
Stephen & Connie Zilles

Diane® & Michael ZumBrunnen
Anonymous (119)

Paul B. Althouse
Marie L. Bartee
Marion Zimmer Bradley
John D. Burke
Cabaniss Memorial Fund
Roberta Dean
Reid W. Dennis
Ulric & Glenda Dennis
Michael H. Fahey

LEGACY GIFTS RECEIVED
August 1, 2024 through October 15, 2025

Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha
Arnold A. Grossman Fund

Richard B. Gump
Fran Hall

Francesca Deering Howe
Ms. M. Anne Jennings

James R. Lilienthal

John Lockley & Marti Lochridge

Dorothea R. Lyman

Barbara Moller Lyons

Robert G. Manette

Bill Medigovich
Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell,
in honor of Mitchel L. & Emma K. Mitchell

Sherilyn E. Moody
Dr. Mary B. Nold

Robert E. Rabourn
Kenneth Sanson

Gift of The Rev. David F. Pace
for Ms. Joan M. Silva
The Maureen & Craig Sullivan Family Fund
Dr. Jerome D. & Mary K. Swalen
Marvin C. Tanigawa
Mrs. Misty W. Tyree
Sheila M. Wishek
Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr.
Anonymous (5)

Frances Y. Austin
James R. Burch
David Dall
Louis B. Gagliardi
Sheilah Purcell Garcia
Doug Giancoli

IN MEMORIAM
San Francisco Opera extends its sincere condolences to the family and friends of the following Bel Canto Legacy Society
members who have recently passed. We are forever grateful for their visionary philanthropy.

Clelia Gray
Denise Cretz
Eleanor Guilford

Dr. Barry E. Handon®
Elizabeth B. & J. Burgess Jamieson

Willis J. Larkin

Marcia Lowell Leonhardt
Mr. Charles D. Mann
Giselle McKellar
Lucinda Merrill
Karen S. Nemetz
John D. Rogers

Gloria Valair

Lynda Spence
Donald G. Stroh

Paul E. van Dyk
Bonnie Woodworth
Morris Woolfson

Sylvia Stein Wright
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous (14)
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Where You

TRULY Belong:
AHealth&,

"I ~ e]hle S S San Francisco Towers

s / E \ A FRONT PORCH COMMUNITY

At San Francisco Towers indulge in a holistic approach to wellness with our tailored
health and wellness programs, expertly crafted to nourish both body and mind. Savor
the benefits of personalized fitness classes, rejuvenating spa treatments, and seamless

access to on-site health services, all tailored to enhance your active lifestyle.

EXPERIENCE THE ART OF BELONGING. 415_447_5527
EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS.

)
1661 PINE STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA EIGP & ovssosaosz/conssso



The Monkey King
Wit~

BY HUANG RUO AND DAVID HENRY HWANG

This production is made possible, in part, by
Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Members of the Committee of 100
Jerome & Thao Dodson
Louise Gund
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Koret Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Marieke & Jeff Rothschild

The commission of The Monkey King is funded by the Chinese Heritage Foundation of Minnesota
Carolyn Kuan's appearance is made possible by the Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem Conductors Fund

Kang Wang, Mei Gui Zhang, Konu Kim, Hongni Wu, Jusung Gabriel Park, Joo Won Kang, and Peixin Chen's
appearances are made possible by a gift to the Emerging Stars Fund by Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem

Additional support is provided by
Emmanuel Chao, Margaret Liu Collins, Jerry & Thao Dodson, Sakurako & William Fisher,
Sue Graham Johnston & Eric Johnston, Lyna Lam & Chris Larsen, Peggy & Boyce Nute,
Isabel & Insik Rhee, Joe & Clara Wu Tsai, Barbara A. Wolfe, Akiko Yamazaki & Jerry Yang,
Eric Yuan & Sherry Zhang, Julia Zhen, Zenni Optical, and an anonymous donor

Diane Paulus is partially supported by
OPERA America's Marineau Opera Grants for Women Stage Directors and Conductors,
generously funded by the Marineau Family Foundation

The Monkey King is presented by arrangement with European American Music Distributors Company,
sole agent for Huang Ruo Publishing and Recording Company, publisher and copyright owner.

NOVEMBER 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 25, 28, 30, 2025
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SYNOPSIS

The Monkey King

ACT ONE
Prologue: Guanyin and Bodhisattvas chant Buddhist
sutras. Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy, will watch over
this story. We discover the Monkey King, imprisoned
beneath the Five-Element Mountain. He’s been trapped
here for nearly 500 years. How can he gain his freedom?

Scene One: Monkey recalls his birth, bursting from a
stone. He discovers a tribe of Monkeys, threatened by
enemies on all sides. After he finds them a home where
they can live in safety, the Monkeys enthusiastically
declare him their leader.

Scene Two: Monkey sets out to learn the secret of eternal
life, to deliver his children from death. He finds a teacher,
Master Subhuti, and becomes his pupil. Other Disciples
scoff that a monkey could gain enlightenment, but Subhuti
gives him a new name—Sun Wukong—and teaches him the
secret of the 72 Transformations. But when he discovers
Sun showing off to the other Disciples, Subhuti warns
Monkey that “power alone is not enough.” He must master
his spirit, or Heaven will rain down catastrophe and
destroy him. Sending Monkey away, Subhuti commands
him never to reveal that he was his student.

Scene Three: In search of a weapon, Sun travels beneath
the seas to the Dragon Palace of the Eastern Sea, where he
meets King Ao Guang, seeking the heaviest weapon in his
arsenal. Nothing Ao Guang offers satisfies Monkey, and
the Dragon King fears his Palace will be destroyed. Then
Sun notices an enormous pillar holding up the seas.
Hoping to get rid of Monkey, Ao Guang offers a deal: If he
can lift the pillar, it is his. Monkey shrinks the pillar to the
size of a needle, which he tucks behind his ear. He zips off
with his magical cudgel as Ao Guang’s Palace collapses.

Scene Four: In Heaven, where the gods have grown
hedonistic and corrupt, Ao Guang files a complaint with
the Jade Emperor, who orders Monkey arrested. His chief
counsellor, Supreme Sage Laojun, proposes a more
Machiavellian plan: lure the inferior creature with flattery
up to Heaven, where he can be assimilated to serve the
Emperor and become a model inferior.

Scene Five: Venus Star brings Monkey to Heaven, where
he is given a fancy but meaningless title: Master of the
Stables. Upon finding the Heavenly Horses in a sad and
dispirited condition, he allows them to run at will through
the clouds. Lord Erlang, the Jade Emperor’s nephew,
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reveals to Monkey that his new position means nothing.
Furious that the gods refuse to accept him, Monkey frees
the horses and storms off, stealing and eating the Queen
Mother’s peaches of immortality before heading back to
his Monkey Nation. Venus Star declares Monkey a menace
that must be stopped!

ACT TWO

Scene One: Monkey presents the stolen peaches to his
subjects and gives himself a new title: “The Great Sage,
Equal to Heaven!” The Jade Emperor sends a hundred
thousand soldiers, led by Erlang, to apprehend him. In a
dramatic battle sequence, Monkey defeats one Heavenly
King after another, each with a unique weapon. Fearing
for his own power, the Jade Emperor prays to Guanyin to
save his Kingdom. Finally, the Supreme Sage Laojun
apprehends Monkey with his magical golden bands.

Scene Two: Sun is brought to Heaven, where Laojun plans
to roast him alive in his Furnace of Fight Trigrams. But
after 49 days, Laojun opens the oven to find Monkey
bursting forth, more powerful than ever! Wielding his
cudgel, the fiery-eyed Sun destroys Heaven, sending Gods
and Nobles fleeing in panic. The Jade Emperor begs
Guanyin for help, admitting his corruption and promising
to change his ways. She replies that the only One who can
stop Monkey is the same One who started him on his path.

Scene Three: Buddha appears and orders Monkey to stand
down. Sun accepts a wager: If he can jump out of Buddha’s
hand, he will become the new Emperor of Heaven. If he fails,
he’ll face greater hardships. Jumping from Buddha’s palm,
Sun flies farther than ever before. He finds himself in the
Land of Bliss, where peace fills his heart. After determining
he will return some day, he pees on a rock to show he was
here. Then he hears Buddha’s voice and realizes he’s still in
the deity’s palm: he only peed on Buddha’s thumb. Slowly,
the hand closes and turns to stone, imprisoning Monkey
beneath Five-Element Mountain. Hearing the words of his
teacher—“power alone is not enough”—he realizes that
Subhuti and Buddha have always been one.

We return to Monkey’s present. Guanyin asks, “For 500
years, you've heard the sutras. But have you really
listened? Have you opened your heart?” Monkey realizes
he held on to power and refused to be touched. As he
finally joins the Buddhist chanting, his five-finger prison
opens, freeing him at last. Guanyin and Buddha have been
guiding him all along. Monkey will now go forth in a spirit
of caring, to help all beings reach the Land of Bliss.
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The Monkey King

Opera in two acts by Huang Ruo” &%
Libretto by David Henry Hwang & & &
Inspired by the novel Journey to the West «Fii##a2» by Wu Cheng'en R&E

(Sung in English and Mandarin with English and Chinese supertitles)

CAST

(in order of appearance)

Guanyin

Monkey King

Monkey King Dancer
Master Subhuti/Buddha
Dragon King Ao Guang
Crab General
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Jade Emperor

Supreme Sage Laojun
Lord Erlang

Lord Erlang Dancer

Mei Gui Zhang SR¥ 3

Kang Wang”™ F7tT

Huiwang Zhang"* iR £8

Jusung Gabriel Park* W54 #MER
Joo Won Kang 749 &t
Hongni Wu RHI %
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Joo Won Kang 7] &7t
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King of the South Chester Pidduck t1H74F - it
King of the West ~ Wiilliam O'Neill B - B2
King of the North ~ Christopher Jackson 52 Bk - {452
Chorus

* San Francisco Opera debut

} Current Adler Fellow

PROLOGUE: Five-Element Mountain A{TLL
ACT |, SCENE 1: Mountain of Fruits and Flowers/Waterfall &8 1L/7K5E
ACT |, SCENE 2: Cave of the Slanted Moon and Three Stars $A =&
ACT |, SCENE 3: Dragon Palace of the Eastern Sea RS
ACT |, SCENE 4: Jade Emperor's Palace ZEERK
ACT |, SCENE 5: Heaven/Heavenly Stables/Garden of Immortal Peaches
REE/H % B /S B E

—INTERMISSION—

ACT Il, SCENE 1: Mountain of Fruits and Flowers/Jade Emperor's Palace

"R/

BEEER

ACT II, SCENE 2: Furnace of Eight Trigrams/Heaven J\ZMgE/KEE
ACT Il, SCENE 3: Buddha's Palm/Land of Bliss/Five-Element Mountain
Nk Z/imLet/hlT

The performance will last approximately two hours and twenty minutes, including one intermission.
Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
Patrons who leave during the performance may not be reseated until intermission.

The use of cameras, cell phones, and any Rind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden
during the performance. Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices.



Scene from the 1960s Wan Guchan and Wan Laiming animated film Havoc in Heaven

Sun Wukong, the Pop
Culture Chameleon

BY FRANK DJENG ZREFR

here are trickster gods, and then there’s Sun

Wukong, the Monkey King, who makes Loge,

the Norse God of mischief in Wagner’s Das
Rheingold (a.k.a. Loki, in the Marvel Comics Universe) look
like a rank amateur. Born from a magic rock and armed
with a staff that can grow to skyscraper height or shrink
behind his ear, Wukong is always one temper tantrum
away from fighting the celestial bureaucrats, making him
mythology’s ultimate multitasker.

Wu Cheng’en’s Fourney to the West gave us a monkey with
personality: rebellious, funny, and surprisingly relatable for
someone who once fought an entire Heavenly army with
only a stick. But the novel wasn’t the final word: Since its
publication in 1592, Sun Wukong has leapt into Chinese
opera—Peking opera, among other regional styles—to
become a stage sensation. Ming- and Qing-dynasty
audiences loved watching acrobatic actors in golden
headbands leap around like Spider-Man (but with more
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backflips) while hurling quips at both friend and demonic
foe. By the late 19th century, the Monkey King had become
one of the most beloved figures in the stage repertory, often
entertaining crowds in temples and festivals. Some stage
versions highlighted his clown-like mischief, others like 7in
Qian Bao (“Gold Coin Leopard”) showcased his loyalty and
heroism. The Monkey King was already practicing what pop
culture would later perfect: reinvention.

Fast forward to the 20th century and China’s first
animated feature film, Princess Iron Fan (1941), when
producers Wan Guchan and Wan Laiming gave audiences
a taste of a new kind of Wukong. Created during the
second Sino-Japanese War, the film wasn’t just
entertainment but also symbolic defiance, a cheeky
monkey resisting demons and overcoming impossible
odds. The Wan brothers’ 1965 color follow-up Havoc in
Heaven sparkled even more with acrobatic fights and a
rousing score—a masterpiece of Chinese animation that
visually cemented Sun Wukong as a pop icon.

By the 1960s and °70s, Hong Kong’s Shaw Brothers
Studio (the “Oriental Hollywood”) was churning out
martial arts epics on an assembly line. Naturally, they
couldn’t resist the Monkey King. Director Ho Meng-Hua
made not one but four Fourney to the West films between
1966 and 1968, each blending martial arts action with low-
budget charm. Then there’s legendary director Chang
Cheh’s Fantastic Magic Baby (1975), a filmed version of a
staged theatre-like rendition of Sun Wukong’s famous
battle with the Red Boy. It’s worth seeking out for what
follows the end credits: a 36-minute film condensing two
staged Peking opera performances.

Meanwhile in Japan, the Monkey King story inspired the
1970s cult TV series Saiyuki (released in English-speaking
countries as Monkey), with Sun Wukong reimagined with
campy humor and a rock-inspired soundtrack, reflecting
both a countercultural vibe and the current Japanese TV
aesthetics. Naturally, anime also wanted a piece of the
Monkey King pie. First, there was Toei’s 73-episode series
Sci-Fi West Saga Starzinger (1978-79), known in the US as
Spacekeeters, transplanting Fourney to the West into space,
with Wukong a hot-headed cyborg who along with Princess
of the Moon and her two other robot companions must
restore the Galaxy Energy in the year 2072. Then came
Dragon Ball = (1989) and its numerous spinoffs, introducing
anime to an entire generation of kids worldwide. With its
hero Son Goku being literally Sun Wukong’s Japanese
moniker, Dragon Ball Z officially took the character global.

Back in Hong Kong, Sun Wukong continues to be ever-
present in both TV and film, albeit initially done in a more
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traditional fashion. Ten vyears after China’s CCTV
produced its 1986 TV series, re-establishing the national
icon as a small-screen superstar, Hong Kong’s TVB made
two Monkey King series (1996-98). A major lurning point,
however, came when comedian-director Stephen Chow’s
two-part Chinese Odyssey (1995) reimagined the quest for
the sutras as a time-travel romance, complete with
Chow’s trademark mo lei tau (“makes no sense”) verbal
slapstick. These two films became cult classics across
Asia, proving that Wukong could work just as well in
parody as in earnest heroics and unrequited love. But
Chow wasn’t done: In the 2010s, he directed Fourney to
the West: Conquering the Demons (2013) and co-directed its
sequel Fourney to the West: The Demons Strike Back (2017)
with celebrated Hong Kong cinema wizard Tsui Hark.
These big-budget, effects-heavy fantasy adventures were
somewhat darker, though still sprinkled with Chow’s
irreverent humor.

By the early 2000s, Hollywood decided it wanted in,
with the NBC-produced Monkey King (2001), also known
as The Lost Empire, marking that character’s official entry
in America. Then came The Forbidden Kingdom (2008).
Though not strictly a Fourney to the West adaptation, the
film starred Jackie Chan and Jet Li (the latter playing a
variation of the Monkey King), mostly existing to give
martial arts fans the Chan-Li martial-arts crossover
they’d yearned for. While back in China, Hong Kong
director Soi Cheang, who revitalized modern martial-arts
cinema in Twilight of the Warriors: Walled In (2024),
delivered a blockbuster Fourney to the West trilogy (2014—
18) with Wukong played by Donnie Yen in the first film
and triple-threat singer/dancer/actor Aaron Kwok in the
two sequels. Filled with sweeping digital landscapes and
gigantic Kaiju-like monsters, Cheang’s films portrayed the
Monkey King as a caped-crusader-caliber superhero.
Embracing style over substance, Asia audiences devoured
these films like celestial peaches.

American cartoonist Gene Luen Yang brought Sun
Wukong into the comic book idiom with his 2006 award-
winning graphic novel, American Born Chinese, with the
Monkey King becoming a metaphor for Asian American
identity, grappling with questions of assimilation, self-
acceptance, and cultural pride. Witty and heartfelt, it
made clear that Wukong’s story isn’t just universal but
also adaptable to the personal and political struggles of
diaspora communities. Then in 2023, Disney+ released a
live-action series adaptation, strutting Wukong into a
contemporary teen drama complete with martial arts and
dazzling visual effects.



In the digital age of the 21st century, Wukong has also
found a natural home in video games, where his agility,
combat skills, and magical abilities translate seamlessly
into gameplay mechanics. Whether it’s League of Legends,
Smite, Fortnite, or the Chinese action role-playing game
Black Myth: Wukong, Sun Wukong continues to provide a
canvas for reinterpretation.

So, why do we keep going bananas (pun intended) for
the Monkey King? First, he’s infinitely adaptable. Trickster,
warrior, sage, comic relief—he is all of them. Need a moral
allegory? He’s there. Need a superhero? He’s already got
the staff. Second, he’s relatable. As a magical monkey who
once punched the Celestial Emperor in the face, Wukong
embodies the full range of human contradictions:
rebellious vet loyal, arrogant yet vulnerable, divine yet
mischievously human. He is like us on our worst and best
days, only furrier. Contradictions like these allow pop
culture to reimagine him over and over again.

Finally, he’s fun. Fourney to the West might be packed
with Buddhist allegory, but Sun Wukong brings chaos to
order, comedy to morality, and mischief to mythology.
Which is why the Monkey King is so enduring: no
character better symbolizes the adaptability of myth in
pop culture. Equally at home on stage, in space, in comics,

“IMonkey King]|
is like us
on our worsl
and best days,

only furrier.
Contradictions like these
allow pop culture to
reimagine him
over and over again.”

or in CGI-laden blockbusters, Wukong is the perfect icon
for pop culture’s ever-changing tastes and technologies.
He reminds us that myths aren’t dusty relics but rather
living stories, ready to transfigure into whatever form we
need. Whether he’s wowing audiences on a big screen—
sometimes in stunning 3D—or letting gamers swing his
staff in 4K resolution, the Monkey King never stops
reinventing himself. And that, perhaps, is his greatest
magic trick of all: never going out of style.

Four centuries after Wu Cheng’en tucked him into his
novel, Sun Wukong has leapt beyond the written page and
somersaulted across all media. Wukong doesn’t just
survive new media revolutions—he thrives in them. To
borrow his own party trick, he can clone himself into 72
different forms, and pop culture has willingly embraced
his transformation, granting the simian diva (well, he did
disguise himself as a woman to fight the White Bone
Spirit) his multiple detours. And—spoiler alert!—he has no
plans to slow down.

Frank Djeng (8B ¥ 58) is a Hong Kong Cinema historian who has
recorded hundreds of audio commentaries for Blu-rays of Hong
Kong films from prestigious labels such as Criterion, Arrow, Eureka,
and 88 Films. He is also a lifelong opera enthusiast, a passion first
sparked at age 11 when he heard Georg Solti's recording of Parsifal

Artwork for Black Myth:"Wukong.
XINHUA/ALAMY
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THE MANY LIVES OF THE MONKEY KING

Tradition,
Transformation, and
Cultural Imaglnatlon

BY HENRY SHIU AB%&E

henever the Monkey King is depicted in
Western media, the character is often
disjointed, distorted, and incomplete—a
representation not only of residual “Orientalism” but also
of cultural projection. Western preconceptions have long
reduced Chinese culture into exotic caricatures, but
Chinese creators themselves have also played their part,
transforming the Monkey King to match their expectations
of what would appeal to the West. Two recent examples
vividly illustrate this trend: the action role-playing video
game Black Myth: Wukong (portraying a martial master
torn between obedience and rebellion) and the Disney+
show American Born Chinese (depicting a stern father
struggling between heavenly duties and daily parental
challenges). These adaptations pose a provocative, yet
potentially uncomfortable, question: Does introducing the
Monkey King to the West honor his Chinese heritage or
downgrade his presence to a cultural stereotype?
Officially named Sun Wukong, the Monkey Kong is
depicted most famously in Wu Cheng’en’s Ming dynasty
novel Fourney to the West, often cited as one of Chinese
literature’s “Four Great Classical Novels.” His origins,
however, are believed to be older and more extensive,
possibly inspired by Hanuman, the monkey general of the
Indian epic Ramayana. The fabled Silk Road, in addition to
the textiles that inspired its name, also represented a
marketplace of ideas encompassing Buddhist texts, Daoist
scriptures, and Indian narratives. These exchanges found
fertile ground in adapting characters and ideas into new
languages and cultural idioms, mixed and remodeled by
local imagination. Hanuman, a faithful servant of Rama
honored in India for his strength and agility, became a
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different character entirely in China, symbolizing a Daoist
immortality where Buddhist doctrines of liberation from
attachments were projected onto the cosmic order.

The Sun Wukong of Fourney to the West carries a
magical staff that can shrink to the size of a needle or
extend to the height of a mountain; he can jump on the
clouds and traverse long distances in a single leap; he can
turn into many forms at will. But those powers are
counterbalanaced by his many flaws: arrogance,
restlessness, and rebelliousness, as well as a very hot
temper. Figuratively, they are bound by the tight-fillet
crown on his head that can only be unbound when he
learns about discipline, obedience, and self-control. In the
novel, his powers find purpose in a greater cause:
assisting a Buddhist monk known as Xuanzang on a nearly
impossible quest, traversing vast distances of China and

embodies both the uncompromising will and the purity of
intention in search for truth. His white horse, in turn,
signifies meekness and disciplined desire, as well as both
the carrying of the Dharma and the hidden power of
change. Taken as a whole, the group represents the human
condition: Xuanzang is the conscious will or higher self, the
white horse symbolizing endurance toward a higher
purpose, and the disciples representing the inner poisons
that must be controlled and transformed in order to be
liberated.

This moral and symbolic order was not built out of thin
air. The tale of Xuanzang’s real-life pilgrimage during the
Tang dynasty (618-907) was recounted long before Wu
Cheng’en (c. 1506-1582)—not least by Xuanzang himself in
his Great Tang Records of the Western Regions, a travelogue
of the geography and hardships of his journey. Later

=

Director Chang Cheh’s 1975 film, Fantastic Magic Baby, details one of Sun Wukong's famous adventures.

India across mountains and deserts (a total of 10,000
miles) to retrieve sacred Buddhist scriptures.

In the novel, the real protagonist is Xuanzang; the
Monkey King is only one of three disciples, including Zhu
Bajie (often translated as “Pigsy”), a half-pig, half-human
former general whose flaws are gluttony and lust) and Sha
Wujing (or “Sandy”), another heavenly general bound to his
wrongs, described as slow and plodding. Taken together,
the three disciples can be interpreted as the “three poisons”
of greed, hatred, and delusion in Buddhist doctrine: Pigsy’s
endless cravings embodying greed, Monkey’s violence and
arrogance representing hatred, and Sandy’s indifference
and inactivity symbolizing delusion. Xuanzang, in contrast,

dramatized in zaju, a type of Chinese opera with comic and
allegorical episodes from the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368), the
story already included a rebellious monkey character.
Another Yuan-era poetic account, preserved at Kozan-ji in
Japan after being lost in China and rediscovered in the 19th
century through the work of Luo Zhenyu and Wang
Guowei, recounts the pilgrimage in verse, with the monkey
playing a far less prominent role. Scholars see these works
as bridges connecting Xuanzang’s historical account with
the more imaginative Ming novel. Throughout the
centuries, Xuanzang’s journeys were transformed into
hagiography, followed by drama and poetry, eventually
evolving into an epic novel. The Monkey King, initially a
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mqrﬁ?ﬂ-:’y armies from Ramayana, the Indian epic
which may be an early source for the Monkey King.
ARCHIVES CHARMET/BRIDGEMAN IMAGES

supporting role, gradually became the most interesting
character. His subversiveness, his comic vitality and pure
magnetism captured the imagination of audiences.

Ultimately, Sun Wukong transcended literature to
became a cultural icon, worshipped in temples and family
shrines, particularly in southern China and throughout
Southeast Asia. He was not, however, the only fictional
character to be deified and worshipped. Ne Zha, the fierce
kid-hero of the Ming novel Investiture of the Gods, not only
remains adored to this day but also became a box-office
champion in a recent franchise of animated films.
Likewise, incorruptible magistrates would bcome
immortalized as Chenghuang, the “City Gods” who would
guard towns in popular dramas (also depicted as “door
gods” in Lunar New Year arl, guarding Chinese homes).
These cults were not mere superstitions; they echoed
highly valued principles of righteousness and courage. But
the cult of the Monkey King truly stood apart. His altars
included not only incense and offerings but also a strange
glass vase known as the ping-pong cup. When the vase
rang with a sudden ping, usually due to temperature
changes or resonance, the worshippers took this as a
mischievous gesture from the Monkey King.

In the novel Fourney to the West, Sun Wukong is not
merely a rebellious prankster and brave fighter. He develops
as a character of change: He is greatly respectful of his
instructor Xuanzang, demonstrates smart adaptability when
faced with perilous circumstances, remains righteous and
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faithful to Pigsy and Sandy, and, most significantly,
undergoes a spiritual transformation. By the end of the
story, his untamed arrogance is converted into the
controlled devotion of a disciplined Buddhist practitioner.
The Monkey King is a symbol of values inherent in the
Chinese imagination itself: tenacity, faith, flexibility, self-
control, and the pursuit of spiritual enlightenment.

Cultural values, however, are rarely constant. In the
West, depictions of the Monkey King frequently lose their
roots, often echoing the experiences of Chinese
immigrants in showing alienation and adaptation to new
cultures. It is particularly vital to restore the original
settings of the story, where Buddhist, Daoist. and
Confucian principles are interwoven into layers of
meaning lost in subsequent interpretations. Returning to
these sources, readers will be able to rediscover the
significance of the Monkey King, which has long been
forgotten. For Chinese viewers throughout the world, this
rediscovery bring cultural and spiritual heritage closer
together. To the West, it provides a window into the values
and imagination of Chinese civilization through one of the
world’s most successful and enduring tricksters. <

Dr. Henry Shiu (BR %8 %) is the Shi Wu De Assistant Professor of
Chinese Buddhist Studies at Emmanuel College of Victoria
University in The University of Toronto. He has published widely
on Buddhism and Western classical music including Music of
the Times «f&AFLERERY published by Oxford University Press in
Hong Kong.



Japanese illustration of Sun Wukong from
hand-colored woodcut by Kubo Shunman, 1812.
EVERETT COLLECTION/BRIDGEMAN IMAGES

Monkey Tale

THE ORIGINAL TEXT THAT INTRODUCED THE MONKEY KING
HAS CAPTIVATED AUDIENCES FOR CENTURIES

BY ANN WALTNER

uang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s opera
The Monkey King is based on the opening
chapters of the hundred-chapter novel Xiyou
ji (Fourney to the West). the earliest surviving edition of
which was published in Nanjing in 1592. Fourney to the

West is one of the great Chinese novels from the Ming
(1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. Beyond
Sanguo zhi (Romance of the Three Kingdoms), Shuihu zhuan
(Water Margin), and Honglou meng (Dream of the Red
Chamber) are non-canonic epics like 7in ping mei (Plum in
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the Golden Vase) and Rulin wai shi (The Scholars). Opera
fans will recall that the San Francisco Opera produced an
opera based on Dream of the Red Chamber in 2016. Monkey
King is a continuation of the San Francisco Opera’s work
framing venerable Chinese novels in new contexts.

Drama flourished alongside fiction in Ming and Qing
dynasty China. Many plays were based on novels. Plays
were performed in private homes of the wealthy, in
temples, teahouses, and outdoor festivals. Much of the
population was illiterate; watching plays was how they
became familiar with the great novels. A painting attributed
to Qiu Ying (1494-1552) shows an episode from Fourney to
the West being performed as part of a festival.

The first chapters of the novel, which form the basis
of the opera’s story, is a sequence which is often

Buddhism. Others suggest that by the end of the novel
Monkey has awakened to the truths of Buddhism, and his
mischievous days are over. The fact that the novel
supports both interpretations is one source of its richness
and one of the primary reasons why people have been
talking about the novel for the last five hundred years.

While Fourney to the West is five centuries old, the story
that inspired it is much older. Images of Xuanzong and a
monkey companion appear in Buddhist cave paintings
along the Silk Road as early as the twelfth century. It is not
clear how a monkey with magical powers became a
companion to the monk, though one can -certainly
understand that if one were to walk from China to India
having a companion who can perform magical feats would
be a great advantage.

“While Journey to the West
is five centuries old,
the story that inspired it
is much older.
Images of Xuanzong
and a monkey companion
appear in Buddhist cave paintings
along the Silk Road
as early as the twelfth century.”

referred to as “Havoc in Heaven.” The resolution in the
opera shows that Monkey has realized the truth of the
teachings of the Buddha. In subsequent chapters of
Fourney to the West, not presented in the opera, Guanyin
recruits Monkey to assist the monk Xuanzang on his
journey to India to obtain Buddhist scriptures. They are
joined by a pig and a sand demon, who each have
magical powers even if they are no match for Monkey.
The trip to India is full of treacherous demons and other
obstacles; Monkey’s magical powers prove essential to
the success of the journey.

The novel is venerable, but the character of Monkey is
full of mischief. Some interpretations of the novel show
him as a heroic rebel against all forms of authority, even
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[lustrations of the monkey and his traveling party were
included in the published novel, as fiction in the Ming
dynasty was often published with illustrations. The
technology used for printing—carved woodblocks—was
the same for images as it was for text, which facilitated
the use of illustrations.

But the story of the Monkey King is not simply a story
to be read and enjoyed on the page; it is a story to be
performed. Enjoy the show!

Ann Waltner is professor of history at the University of Minnesota
where she writes on gender and kinship in Chinese and world
history. She has been an associate dean, director of the Institute
for Advanced Study at Minnesota, and editor of the Journal of
Asian Studies.
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Origin Story:
he Monkey King

BY KEN SMITH AE#

ome of this may sound familiar. Much like Dream  domestic drama about a highly literate Chinese family, in
of the Red Chamber, which San Francisco Opera  the same breath as Fourney to the West, an epic adventure
brought to the stage first in 2016 and again in  freely mixing spiritual allegory with fantasy and martial
2022 (with a pioneering tour of China in-between), The arts, is like comparing a book club to a circus.
Monkey King has its roots in a classic novel beloved by A key difference lies in a single character: a humanoid
billions of Chinese readers over centuries, yet little read  monkey, arguably the most fallible figure in Asian literature,
in the rest of the world. But mentioning Red Chamber, a ~ who freely leapt beyond the novel. Where many Chinese
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audiences have encountered the Monkey King’s exploits
through traditional opera and film adaptations, many
Western viewers today have also discovered the character
through the Disney+ series American Born Chinese and the
role-playing video game Black Myth: Wukong.

Bringing the Monkey King’s origin story to the stage
gains from having several perspectives, and the opera’s
creative team came to the tale from notably different
directions. In their previous operatic collaborations,
composer Huang Ruo (born in China in 1976) and librettist
David Henry Hwang (born in Los Angeles in 1957) have
honed their differences in age and background into a
thoughtful examination of Chinese culture and its
interaction with the West. Director Diane Paulus, born in
New York to a Japanese mother and an American father,
has fashioned an illustrious theatre career from her early
multitiered training in classical music and dance, with a
professional track record of finding new ways to tell
established stories. Their Monkey King may come from
ancient China, but he offers lessons for audiences today.

You all came from Asian households—in Diane’s case, a
half-Asian household—so what was your introduction to
the Monkey King and what does he mean to you?

David Henry Hwang: I was born in Los Angeles, and we
didn’t have a lot of Chinese influences in my home
because our parents really wanted us to assimilate. 1
didn’t discover Fourney to the West until I was in my 20s,
when I found the early translation by Anthony Yu. Later, I
was given a set of graphic novels, which was my real
introduction. I find it interesting that the Monkey King is
revered by so many people, even Mao Zedong. Monkey is
a revolutionary figure, which goes against this notion of
Chinese people being a collective and not standing out as
individuals. I think that’s one reason Monkey is so beloved
not just in China but throughout Asia. He represents a
totally different side of the Chinese character.

Huang Ruo: The first thing that really stuck in my mind
was the hour-long cartoon by the Shanghai Animation
Film Studio from the 1960s, which is based on the first
chapters of the novel. I saw it several times when I was 6
or 7. We didn’t have access to much animation growing
up, so as a kid what really struck me was his playfulness.
Also, his contradictions—both his hate and love—are so
clearly defined. He makes mistakes, but he means well

and gains knowledge. This to me is very Chinese. In fact,
there’s a little bit of Monkey in all of us!

Diane Paulus: Growing up, I was wasn’t aware of the
Monkey King as a cultural figure. Huang Ruo introduced
me. He told me that his kids dressed up for Halloween as
Spider-Man and the Disney Princess from Frozen, and he
wished they could know more Chinese figures from
popular culture. That really stuck with me, his urge to
bring the Monkey King to a modern audience. There are
So many versions, but he sent me to the 1960s animation.
So I watched this amazing character fly on clouds, blow
on a hair, and become a hundred versions of himself,
thinking as a director, “This is impossible to put on stage.”
But I do like a challenge.

The novel’s history is rooted in an actual 16-year journey
of a Tang-dynasty monk named Xuanzang who wrote
about his travels. A millennium later, that austere
spiritual experience had morphed into a sprawling
marlial arts fantasy (the most famous version having 100
chapters) focusing on the monk’s sidekicks. How
difficult was this to distill into two and a half hours?

DHH: I already had experience with San Francisco Opera
adapting Dream of the Red Chamber into two acts, and that
book is much longer than yourney to the West. When
Huang Ruo first approached me, however, I complained
that T didn’t know how to adapt this story. The novel
begins with a big chunk, “Monkey Creates Havoc in
Heaven,” which is pretty self-contained but doesn’t end
well for Monkey. Then the rest of the book is like network
television in the old days, with episodes in no obvious
order. There’s probably a reason for the sequence of the
chapters, but a casual reader could be forgiven for
thinking the novel just bounces from incident to incident.
Fortunately, Huang Ruo had a very spiritual, philosophical
notion for how to tell that opening section and end it in an
emotionally satisfying way.

HR: That first segment has it all: drama, happiness,
sadness, even revenge. It’s full of operatic gestures, and we
can convey the sense of spiritual transformation in musical
and theatrical terms. Though it mixes in some Taoism and
Confucianism, the novel is really about the teachings of
Buddha. The historical Xuanzang translated the Heart
Sutra and the Diamond Sutra, so our opera has Guanyin,

Note: This discussion originated as part of the Works & Process series at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York on March 9, 2025.
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Monkey King discussion at the Guggenheim Museum'’s Works in Process,
featuring moderator Ken Smith (left) with Diane Paulus, Huang Ruo, and David Henry Hwang, March 9, 2025. / ELYSE MERTZ

the Goddess of Mercy, chanting the Diamond Sutra to
Monkey. Of course, he doesn’t listen—not until the end,
after he’s captured and trapped under the Mountain of
Five Elements. We spent hours trying to figure out how to
end the opera. In the original story, Monkey is released by
Guanyin basically in a hostage exchange: He gets out only
after promising to travel with the Monk on a pilgrimage to
bring the sutras to China from India. But that’s not a
satisfying resolution for an opera.

DHH: It’s certainly not a happy ending for Monkey. We
should also probably mention that this opening section
tells how this incredibly powerful creature Sun Wukong—
the Monkey King— feels he deserves a position in Heaven,
but the Jade Emperor and his court don’t take him
seriously because he’s undisciplined and, well, a monkey.
So he raises a banner declaring himself “The Great Sage,
Equal to Heaven,” which really pisses off the Jade
Emperor and sets off a big war. They eventually capture
Monkey and try to kill him, but they can’t. So he smashes
up the joint and can only be stopped by Buddha himself.
In our version, the Jade Emperor is pretty corrupt, and

Heaven has become a place where everyone protects
themselves and their own status. It’s fascinating that
figures like Confucius and Lao Tzu appear in the original
novel, but they’re kind of the bad guys.

DP: I love how corrupt Heaven is in this story, with
everyone so materialistic and power hungry. Getting back
to the Five-Element Mountain, when the Monkey King
thinks he deserves to be King of Heaven, Master Subhuti (or
Buddha) tells him that if he can jump out of his hand into
the Land of Bliss he can earn the title. So he jumps, thinking
he’s in the Land of Bliss but then realizes that the Five-
Element Mountain is actually Buddha’s hand. The fingers
close around him, and he’s trapped for 500 years. He has to
learn his lesson. All this happens at the beginning of the
opera, and from there the rest is really a flashback.

Chinese novels usually alternate between prose and
verse, but the poetry works in different ways. In The
Three Kingdoms (another of the great Chinese novels),
i’s like a Greek chorus, giving you the big picture.
Dream of the Red Chamber is exactly the opposite, with
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poetry revealing the inner thoughts of the characters
(several are the poets themselves). But Fourney to the
West alternates very prosaic writing with elevated texts
saying essentially the same thing, but often the poetic
version drives the story forward. Did that duality work
for opera, which alternates between recitatives and arias,
or did you have to find contrasts somewhere else?

HR: Basically, the opera is framed by Monkey’s
imprisonment and the singing of sutras, then we tell his
story in flashback, starting with his birth. At the end of the
opera, Guanyin and the Bodhisattva chorus chant the
Diamond Sulra lo leach Monkey to lel go of all
attachments and make room in his heart for compassion.
Through this transformation, he is able to release himself
from his confinement, which becomes his happy ending.

DHH: Throughout the opera, Guanyin watches over
Monkey, trying to support and guide him in his growth.
We've interspersed our story with the actual text of the
Diamond Sutra, which is the only part of the opera in
Chinese. The rest of the libretto is in English because,
well, it was written by me.

So how does all this finally get to the stage?

DP: We have an amazing visual design by Basil Twist and
gorgeous costumes by Anita Yavich, who has a genius for
taking inspiration from ancient sources like Peking opera
and adding a personal twist. Huang Ruo can better explain
some of the ingenious things she did with Chinese
characters.

HR: I still remember Anita was excited about using a
3-D printer! She started with the Chinese character
“hou” (#%), meaning Monkey. She was also inspired by
graffiti art, so she played with that ideograph, sometimes
turning it in reverse, to come up with a beautiful image.
Personally, because I also grew up watching Transformers,
it also looks to me like the mask of a Transformer. This
became the inspiration for the Monkey King’s costume,
which also incorporates the headdress from traditional
Chinese opera.

DP: The main problem is to figure out how to tell the
story, so easily presented in animation, in a theatrical way
onstage. Basil is not only a set designer but also a puppet
designer, so when the Monkey King learns how to fly, how
to multiply himself, how to spin in the air with martial
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arts, we have the options of a singer Monkey King, a
dancer Monkey King, and a puppet Monkey King.

HR: In purely practical terms, it’s very hard to find a singer
at a high operatic level who also practices kung fu! Once we
establish Monkey as a three-in-one being, we have Monkey
doing a flip or flying in the sky done through puppetry.
When Monkey is fighting the god Erlang, we utilize two
dancers. And of course, when Monkey sings, we use our
singer. This is actually a great Asian tradition you
sometimes see in Noh as well, where the person singing is
not the one moving.

DP: We have an entire scene underwater, which was both
challenging and delightful to conceive. Basil often works
with silk and fabrics—his signature piece Symphonie
Fantastique is mostly fabric floating in water—so when he
first asked me, “What are you thinking?” I immediately
mentioned silk: What if the visuals are all about silk, and
the silk keeps changing? It’s a profound challenge to have
a story about action that really operates on a spiritual
level, and silk for me embodies the opera’s theme of
impermanence. Silk makes shapes that completely
disappear. The opera quotes the Diamond Sutra: You have
to let go of self, accept the impermanence of life. There’s
something about the use of fabrics that makes form meet
content. We spent five days workshopping various fabrics,
along with prototypes of puppets.

Considering that this story comes from a novel called
Fourney lo the West, this opera never gets around to the
actual journey. The Monkey King is just one big
prologue, set partly underwater with lots of corrupt
gods running around. It sounds a bit like another
operatic epic we all know.

DP: Huang Ruo says this is the beginning of his Ring cycle.

Are you thinking about further commissions already?
Where will the story go in future chapters?

HR: Well, let’s just say, the store is open, and we’re looking
for buyers.

Critic and journalist Ken Smith (8] 5 #h) has covered music on five
continents for a wide range of print, broadcast, and internet media.
Winner of the ASCAP/Deems Taylor Award and the 2020 SOPA
Award for arts and culture reporting, he is the author of Fate, Luck,
Chance .. the Making of “The Bonesetter's Daughter” Opera.



Creating Monkey’s World

The Monkey King transports us between fantastical
worlds, from the underwater kingdom of the
Dragon King to the heavens where the Jade
Emperor presides. Here is a sampling of the
brilliant design work of The Monkey King's
costume designer Anita Yavich and set and
puppetry designer Basil Twist which helped
bring the adventures of Sun Wukong to life on
the opera stage.

des
MA
.

The Monke set_ 1

and puppet esigner
Basil Twist.

- Ew o
_.-"
l-u

Costume design for the Monkey King. / ANITA YAVICH
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Costume design for
Jade Emperor,

Costume design for
Dragon King A‘\Io Guang.

Set design for Dragon Palace of the Eastern Sea in



Artist Profiles

* San Francisco Opera Debut

HUANG RUO’

E'E

(Hainan Island, China)
Composer

M. Butterfly
(London's Barbican Centre, Santa Fe Opera);
/ ‘i The Wedding Banquet (Metropolitan Opera,
Seattle Opera); An American Soldier (Boston Lyric Opera, Opera
Theatre of Saint Louis, New York's Perelman Performing Arts
Center); Book of Mountains and Seas (Edinburgh International
Festival, LA Opera); Angel Island (BAM Next Wave Festival/
Prototype Festival, Singapore International Festival of Arts);
City of Floating Sounds (Beijing Music Festival, Factory
International/MIF, Lincoln Center, London's Southbank
Centre); Works for opera, orchestra, chamber music, theater,
film, and dance in addition to sound and architectural
installations; creates multidisciplinary, boundaries-breaking,
and multicultural works using a compositional technique
called “Dimensionalism’
Composition faculty at the Mannes School of Music in
New York
Published by
Schott/EAM (schott-music.com/en/person/huang-ruo)

DAVID HENRY HWANG
g

(Los Angeles, California)
Librettist

Bright Sheng's Dream of the Red Chamber
Yellow Face

(Broadway, Great Performances, Audible audioplay);
M.Butterfly (Broadway), Osvaldo Golijov's Ainadamar
(Metropolitan Opera); Huang Ruo's An American Soldier (New
York's Perelman Performing Arts Center); Anna May Wong
biopic (Working Title Films); Billion Dollar Whale (SK Global)

} Current Adler Fellow ¢ Adler Fellowship Graduate

+ Merola Opera Program Graduate

\Writer of 14 opera libretti

Writer/Consulting Producer for The Affair (tv series)

Tony Award: Best Play for M. Butterfly (1988)

Grammy Award: Best Opera Recording and Best Classical
Contemporary Composition for Osvaldo Golijov's Ainadamar
(2006)

CAROLYN KUAN"
%=
(Hartford, Connecticut)
Conductor

Huang Ruo's
M. Butterfly (Santa Fe Opera, BBC
Symphony Orchestra at London's Barbican
Centre); Huang Ruo's An American Soldier (American
Composers Orchestra at New York's Perelman Performing
Arts Center); selections from Terence Blanchard's Fire Shut Up
in My Bones (Hartford Symphony); engagements with Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, Edmonton Symphony Orchestra,
Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra in Katowice,
Rheinische Philharmonie, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, New York City Ballet,
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Borusan Istanbul
Philharmonic Orchestra; Stewart Wallace's Harvey Milk
(Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Philip Glass' Satyagraha
(English National Opera); lain Bell's Stonewall (New York City
Opera); La Cenerentola (Portland Opera)
Music Director of the Hartford Symphony Orchestra
Website: carolynkuan.com
Facebook: @carolynkuan

WITH GRATITUDE
Susan & Philip Marineau, Mike & Sarasina Tuchen, The Eden8 Foundation
supporting Diane Paulus

Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek supporting Basil Twist
James & Doreen Ho supporting Anita Yavich
Elizabeth H. Tsai Living Trust supporting Ayumu “Poe" Saegusa
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KANG WANG"

£

Tenor

(Harbin, China)

Monkey King

Recent and Upcoming: Rodolfo in

La Bohéme (Sydney's Opera Australia,
Naples' Teatro di San Carlo, Canadian Opera Company,
Florence's Teatro del Maggio); Rigoletto (Sydney);

Lucia di Lammermoor (Tiroler Festspiele); Nabucco (Munich's
Bavarian State Opera); title role of Les Contes d'Hoffmann
(Florentine Opera, Palm Beach Opera); Alfredo in La Traviata
(Metropolitan Opera, Seiji Ozawa Music Academy, Tiroler
Festspiele, Naples); Gianni Schicchi (Vienna State Opera);
Macduff in Macbeth (Washington National Opera); Roméo in
Romeo et Juliette (Semperoper Dresden); Don Ottavio in

Don Giovanni (Houston Grand Opera); Italian Singer in

Der Rosenkavalier (Metropolitan Opera)

MEI GUI ZHANG+

R

Soprano

(Chonggqing, China)

Guanyin

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Dai Yu in
Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang's
Dream of the Red Chamber; Eurydice in Orpheus and Eurydice;
Oscar in Un Ballo in Maschera; In Song: Mei Gui Zhang

Recent and Upcoming: Concert of French arias (Paris
Philharmonic); Beethoven's Ninth Symphony and Ah! Perfido
(Minnesota Orchestra); Qigang Chen's Iris Unveiled (Seattle
Symphony); Mozart Requiem (New Jersey Symphony,

North Carolina Symphony); Mozart's Mass in C Minor (North
Carolina); Barbarina in Le Nozze di Figaro (Metropolitan Opera,
Verbier Festival); Pamina in Die Zauberfléte (Atlanta Opera,
Verbier Festival); Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro (Beijing's
National Centre for the Performing Arts); C.P.E. Bach's

Die Auferstehung und Himmelfahrt Jesu (American Symphony
Orchestra at Carnegie Hall); Mahler's Fourth Symphony
(Allentown Symphony Orchestra); Zerlina in Don Giovanni
(Atlanta, LA Opera); Despina in Cosi fan tutte (Boston
Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood); Mozart's Exsultate,
Jubilate (New Jersey); John Luther Adams' Vespers of the
Blessed Earth (Carnegie Hall, Saratoga Performing Arts
Center); Fauré's La Bonne Chanson (Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center); Canteloube's Chants d’Auvergne (Real
Orquesta Sinfonica de Sevilla); Musetta in La Boheme (Fort
Worth Opera); title role of Romeo et Juliette (Beijing); Thibault
in Don Carlos (Metropolitan Opera); L' Enfant et les Sortileges
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(Philadelphia Orchestra); Aaron Zigman and Mark Campbell's
Emigré (New York Philharmonic, Shanghai Symphony):;
Beethoven's Missa solemnis (Bard College); Bach's Coffee
Cantata (Music@Menlo Chamber Music Festival); Bloody
Child in Macbeth (Metropolitan Opera); Anne Trulove in

The Rake's Progress (Merola)

Merola Opera Program: 2018

KONU KIM
A4S - £
Tenor

(Seoul, South Korea)

Jade Emperor

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Bao Yu in
Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang's
Dream of the Red Chamber

Recent and Upcoming: Rodolfo in La Boheme (Polish
National Opera); Fenton in Falstaff (Polish National Opera);
Count Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Stockholm's Royal
Swedish Opera, London's Royal Ballet and Opera,
Deutsche Oper am Rhein, Nouvel Opera Fribourg);

Tonio in La Fille du Regiment (Deutsche Oper am Rhein);
Edoardo di Sanval in Verdi's Un Giorno di Regno (Garsington
Opera); Beatrice di Tenda (Deutsche Oper am Rhein);
Almuzir in Donizetti's Zoraida di Granata (Fondazione Teatro
Donizetti); Duke in Rigoletto (Prague's National Theatre);
Arnold in William Tell (Irish National Opera); Tamino in

Die Zauberflote (National Taichung Theater); Ferrando in
Cosi fan tutte (Glyndebourne Festival, San Diego Opera);
Ernesto in Don Pasquale (Glyndebourne, Finnish National
Opera); Leone in L'Ange de Nisida (Donizetti Festival);
Elvino in La Sonnambula (Budapest MUpa Palace of Arts)
Instagram: @konu_kim.tenor
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PEIXIN CHEN

R {2

Bass

(Katy, Texas)

Supreme Sage Laojun

San Francisco Opera Highlights:
Sparafucile in Rigoletto

Recent and Upcoming: Sparafucile in Rigoletto (Canadian
Opera Company, Madrid's Teatro Real, LA Opera); Timur in
Turandot (Metropolitan Opera, Atlanta Opera, Washington
National Opera, Houston Grand Opera); Beethoven's

Ninth Symphony (San Francisco Symphony, New York
Philharmonic); Prokofiev's The Gambler (Salzburg Festival);
Aufstieg und Fall der Stadt Mahagonny (Aix-en-Provence
Festival); Don Carlos (Lyric Opera of Chicago); Das Rheingold
(Los Angeles Philharmonic, Seattle Opera, Dallas Opera);
Don Giovanni (LA Opera, Metropolitan Opera); La Boheme
(WNO); Die Zauberflote (Metropolitan Opera); Aida (Houston);
Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Houston); Norma (Houston);

Verdi Requiem (Los Angeles Master Chorale)

@peixinchen

JOO WON KANG{+

4T - FHET

Baritone

(Gunsan, South Korea)

Dragon King Ao Guang/Lord Erlang

San Francisco Opera Highlights:

Ping in Turandot; title role of The Barber of

Seville for Families

Recent and Upcoming: Marcello in La Boheme (Metropolitan
Opera, Minnesota Opera); Ping in Turandot (Metropolitan
Opera); Ferdinando Paer's Leonora (Chicago Opera Theater);
Germont in La Traviata (Detroit Opera); Leoni's L'Oracolo
(Wexford Festival)

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship Program: 2012, 2013
Merola Opera Program: 2011

HONGNI WU

RITE

Mezzo-Soprano

(Jiangxi, China)

Crab General/Venus Star

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Bao Chai
in Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang's
Dream of the Red Chamber

Recent and Upcoming: Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia

(San Francisco Opera, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis);

Linea in the Marc Blitzstein's Parabola and Circula
(Norrképing Symphony Orchestra in Berlin); Cherubino in

Le Nozze di Figaro (Opera North, Santa Fe Opera);
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (London Philharmonic
Orchestra); Ravel's Shehérazade (Chinese National Symphony
Orchestra); Siebel in Faust (London's Royal Ballet and Opera);
Suzuki in Madama Butterfly (London); Dorabella in

Cosi fan tutte (Pacific Opera Victoria); Angelina in

La Cenerentola (Opera Maine); Mahler's Das Lied von der Erde
(Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Guangzhou Symphony
Orchestra); Mahler's Third Symphony (Philharmonia Orchestra
at London's Royal Festival Hall)

Winner of The Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions
(2018)

JUSUNG GABRIEL PARK"

kA - AMERL

Bass-Baritone

(Vienna, Austria)

Master Subhuti/Buddha

Recent and Upcoming: Masetto in

Don Giovanni (Vienna State Opera); Wagner
in Faust (Vienna); Schaunard in La Boheme (Vienna); Betto di
Signa in Gianni Schicchi (Vienna); Harlekin in Ariadne auf Naxos
(Vienna); Dancairo in Carmen (Vienna); First Mate in Billy Budd
(Vienna); Argante in Rinaldo (Detroit Opera); Mahler's

Des Knaben Wunderhorn (Amsterdam'’s Concertgebouw);
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra,
Milan Symphony Orchestra on tour in Italy and Switzerland);
Mendelssohn's Elias (Bayerischer Rundfunk Chor & Orchestra);
duo concert with Sumi Jo (Brno Philharmonic Orchestra at
Vienna Musikverein); Fenicio in Rossini's Ermione (Rossini
Festival in Bad Wildbad); Idraote in Rossini's Armida (Bad
Wildbad), HK. Gruber's Frankenstein!! (TIMF Orchestra in Korea)
Member of the Ensemble of the Vienna State Opera
@jusunggabrielpark
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HUIWANG ZHANG"

(Jivjiang, Jiangxi Province, China)
Monkey King Dancer

Recent and Upcoming: Dancer in
Doppelganger (New York's Park Avenue
Armory); The Barber of Seville (Santa Fe
Opera); Aida (Metropolitan Opera); Still/Here (Gammage
Theater at Arizona State University); Degrees of Freedom
(Queens' Green Space)

Dancer/Assistant Choreographer in Huang Ruo and
David Henry Hwang's M. Butterfly (Santa Fe)

Dancer with Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company

MARCOS VEDOVETTO
Bl - ERIT
(Tupi Paulista, Brazil)

9

A Lord Erlang Dancer
*:f:‘ I San Francisco Opera Highlights:

Torero in Carmen

Recent and Upcoming: Performances
with Dance Theatre of San Francisco, Connecticut Ballet,
Santa Clara Ballet Company, Sarah Berges Dance Company
Choreographer for Dance Theatre of San Francisco,
Connecticut Ballet, CelloPointe, Santa Clara Ballet Company
Dance filmmaker
Tenured dancer with San Francisco Opera

CHRISTOPHER JACKSON

TEERR - Rk

Tenor

(Buffalo, New York)

King of the North

San Francisco Opera Highlights:

Pony Express Rider in La Fanciulla del West,
Giuseppe in La Traviata; Uncle Yakuside in Madama Butterfly,
Jeppo Liverotto in Lucrezia Borgia; Backwoodsman in

Show Boat

Member of San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus
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CHESTER PIDDUCK

IHREF - RS

Tenor

(Saint Louis, Missouri)

King of the South

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Mr. Martini
in Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer's

It's a Wonderful Life; Waiter in Arabella; Parpignol in

La Boheme; Nantucket Sailor in Heggie and Scheer's Moby-Dick
Recent and Upcoming: Beppe in Pagliacci (Fresno Youth
Orchestra); tenor soloist in Carmina Burana (CSU Fresno,

San Francisco Symphony, Sacramento Choral Society and
Orchestra); tenor soloist in Mozart Requiem (St. Helena Choral
Society); Prince Ramiro in La Cenerentola (San Francisco Opera
Guild's Opera Together program); Almaviva in Il Barbiere di
Siviglia (Opera San José, Mendocino Music Festival); Nemorino
in L Elisir d’Amore (West Bay Opera); Rodolfo in La Boheme
(Opera San Luis Obispo)

Member of San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus

JONATHAN SMUCKER’

BNAx - BTBR

Tenor

(Zoar, Ohio)

King of the East

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Orpheus and
Eurydice; Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz's
El altimo sueno de Frida y Diego; Mason Bates and Mark Campbell's
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs; Kaija Saariaho's Innocence

Recent and Upcoming: Witch of Endor in Handel's Saul
(Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra & Chorale); tenor soloist in
Monteverdi's Vespers (American Bach Soloists); Miles in Missy
Mazzoli and Royce Vavrek's Proving Up (Pasadena Opera); Father
in Kurt Weill's The Seven Deadly Sins (San Francisco Conservatory
of Music Orchestra), engagements with American Bach Cantorei
Voice Faculty at San José State University

Member of San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus
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WILLIAM O'NEILL

Bk - BB

Bass-Baritone

(Providence, Rhode Island)

King of the West

San Francisco Opera Highlights: Ernie in
Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer's It's a
Wonderful Life; Poul Ruders and Paul Bentley's The
Handmaid's Tale; Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels' Omar;
Sweeney Todd, Show Boat, Manon; Marco Tutino's Two Women
Member of San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus
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Creative Team

DIANE PAULUS®

BR - REH

(New York, New York)

Director

Recent and Upcoming: Carmen
(Glyndebourne Festival); The Magic Flute
(Canadian Opera Company),

1776 (American Repertory Theater/Broadway); Jagged Little
Pill (A.RT./Broadway); Waitress (A.R.T./Broadway),
Masquerade; N/A (Lincoln Center); Gloria: A Life; In the Body of
the World (AR.T./Off Broadway); Romeo and Juliet (AR.T.);
Becoming a Man (A.R.T.); The White Card (ART);

The Donkey Show;, Cirque du Soleil's Amaluna

Tony Award: Best Direction of a Musical for Pippin (2013)
Terrie and Bradley Bloom Artistic Director of American
Repertory Theater at Harvard University

Professor of the Practice of Theater at Harvard University

BASIL TWIST"

BEW - FrEET

(San Francisco, California)

Puppetry Director/

Set and Puppetry Designer

Recent and Upcoming: Symphonie
Fantastique; Dogugaeshi, Jean-Joseph
Cassanéa de Mondonville's Titon et ['Aurore (Opera Comique,
Dans les Jardins de William Christie); Huang Ruo's Book of
Mountains and Seas (Chicago, New York, Copenhagen); My
Neighbor Totoro (London's West End)

Artistic director of the Dream Music Puppetry Program, New
York

Website: basiltwist.com

ANN YEE’

g

| (Cincinnati, Ohio)

| Choreographer

| Recent and Upcoming: Director of
Otherland (Almeida); The Human Body
(Donmar Warehouse)

Director and Choreographer of Rusalka (London's Royal Ballet
and Opera)

Choreographer of Don Giovanni (Aix-en-Provence Festival);
Life After (Goodman Theatre, Toronto's Mirvish Theatre);

We Live in Cairo (New York Theatre Workshop); Huang Ruo's
An American Soldier (New York's Perelman Performing Arts

Center); Carmen (Metropolitan Opera); Next to Normal (West
End, Donmar Warehouse); The Seven Deadly Sins/Bluebeard's
Castle (Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon); South Pacific (Sadler's
Wells, Chichester Festival Theatre); La Boheme (Goteborg
Opera); Oklahoma! (Oregon Shakespeare Festival); Caroline or
Change (Studio 54 Broadway, Hampstead Theatre, London's
Playhouse); War Requiem (English National Opera)

ANITA YAVICH

HadE

(Hong Kong)

Costume Designer

San Francisco Opera Highlights:

N igran Chukhadjian's Arshak II; Aida
_...\ Recent and Upcoming: Costume Designer
for Floyd Collins (Broadway); Yellow Face (Broadway);
Taylor Mac's Prosperous Fools (TFANA); Galileo (Berkeley
Repertory Theatre); the Ring cycle (Opera Australia);
Fidelio (Washington National Opera)

Puppets and Costume Designer of The Sound of Music
(Salzburger Marionetten Theater)

Masks and Puppets Designer for Megalopolis film

AYUMU “POE” SAEGUSA’

=Y

(Brooklyn, New York)

Lighting Designer

Recent and Upcoming: Eat the Document
(HERE); Book of Mountain and Seas
(Copenhagen); engagements with
NY Fringe Festival and Lincoln Center Festival
Resident Lighting Designer at HERE (here.org)
Founder of Creative Machine Stage Lighting LLC
(creativemachine lighting)

HANA S. KIM*

Ast - ERW

(Seoul, South Korea)

Projection Designer

Recent and Upcoming: The Visitor (Public

Theater); Real Women Have Curves

(Broadway); Redwood (Broadway); The
Outsiders (Broadway); Sumo (Public Theater); The Old Man and
the Pool (Lincoln Center Theater); Summer, 1976 (MTC); Orfeo
(Santa Fe Opera); The Harder They Come (Public Theater);
Cosi fan tutte (Detroit Opera); Sweet Land (The Industry);
The Anonymous Lover (LA Opera); Everything Rises (BAM),
Magdalene (Prototype Festival); art installations (Jordan Downs
Recreation Center, Occidental College)
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Tony Award: Best Lighting Design of a Musical for
The Outsiders (2024)

Website: hananow.com

Instagram: @hana.s.kim

PROJECTION DESIGN TEAM

TO HANA S. KIM

Animators: Kelon Cen, Jamie Godwin
Illustration Artists: Choul Lee, Yi Lin Zhao

JAMIE GUAN’

FBE

(Beijing, China)

Peking Opera Specialist

Recent and Upcoming: M. Butterfly,
Flower Drum Song; The King and I, Kung Fu;
Cookin’, Last of the Suns; Asian Mob film;
Blush's “Warrior" music video

Instagram: @auroradragOn

SARA C. WALSH’

ML - KEET

(Seattle, Washington)

Associate Set Designer

Recent and Upcoming: Your Ghost Body
#1 (New York's Chocolate Factory);

3 Kate Soper's The Romance of the Rose (New
Jersey's Peak Performances); Laughs in Spanish (Seattle Rep);
Sanctuary City (Seattle); Block Association (Actors Theatre of
Louisville); The Magician's Daughter (Geva Theatre)

Member of New York's Wolf 359

Resident Designer at Wellfleet's Habor Stage Theatre
Assistant Professor at University of WWashington

Instagram: @saracwalsh
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JOHN KEENE

KE - 2R

(Lancaster, Pennsylvania)

Chorus Director

San Francisco Opera Highlights:

Don Giovanni; Bright Sheng and David Henry
Hwang's Dream of the Red Chamber,

Eun Sun Kim Conducts Verdi, John Adams' Antony and
Cleopatra; Eugene Onegin; Dialogues of the Carmelites;

La Traviata; Orpheus and Eurydice, Madama Butterfly,

Die Frau ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz's

El ultimo suerio de Frida y Diego; 100th Anniversary Concert;

Il Trovatore; Mason Bates and Mark Campbell's The (R)evolution
of Steve Jobs; Lohengrin; Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels'
Omar, The Elixir of Love; The Magic Flute; Kaija Saariaho's
Innocence; Un Ballo in Maschera; Poul Ruders and Paul
Bentley's The Handmaid's Tale; Tristan und Isolde;

Beethoven's Ninth Symphony; Carmen; La Bohéme; [domeneo;
Rigoletto; Jake Heggie and Terrence McNally's Dead Man
Walking. Parsifal

Recent and Upcoming: Il Barbiere di Siviglia; Elektra
Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition and San Francisco
Conservatory of Music Voice Concerto Competition judge
Instagram: @keenejohn

World premiere: San Francisco, California, War Memorial
Opera House; November 14, 2025

Personnel: 13 prinicpals, 45 choristers,
10 dancers/puppeteers; 68 total

Orchestra: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns,
2 trumpets, 2 trombones, tuba, 2 percussion, 1 harp, 1 pipa,
34 strings (10 first violins, 8 second violins, 6 violas, 6 celli,

4 basses); 53 total



In Memoriam

We honor the members of San Francisco Opera who we lost this past year.

ARTHUR BLOOMFIELD, writer

Deeply knowledgeable about many subjects and possessing equally informed and strongly held
opinions about all of them, Arthur Bloomfield was driven by an insatiable urge to explore,
learn, and critique. His writings cover residential architecture, cooking, conductors, and, from
his tenure as classical music critic for the San Francisco Examiner, music. One of his most
important publications was The San Francisco Opera which chronicled the Company’s

founding and growth with full repertoire and casts for every season. The book, which Terence

COURTESY OF ALLISON B. MEYER

McEwen (San Francisco Opera General Director 1982-1988) regularly referred to as “the
Company Bible,” was first published in 1961 and expanded by the author for editions in 1972
and 1978. General Director Matthew Shilvock said, “Arthur wrote with precision, care, and
devotion. His work stands as an invaluable record of a major company at work, charting the
arc of creativity that made this one of the thrilling stages of the world.” Since Bloomfield’s
passing in July at the age of 94, his family and the Company Archives have begun making plans
for the donation and transfer of his extensive collection of San Francisco Opera broadcast tapes
and memorabilia, ensuring that future opera lovers will have access to this historic material.

STUART BURROWS, tenor

Throughout his distinguished career, Welsh tenor Stuart Burrows brought elegant phrasing
and an ardent stage presence to his portrayals. He made his San Francisco Opera debut in
1967 as Tamino in Mozart’s Die Zauberflote, arguably his greatest role which served as his
calling card on the world’s leading opera stages. e returned to San Francisco in 1969, 1970,
and 1971 in an array of leading roles including Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly and the Earl of
; Leicester in Maria Stuarda. Burrows’ final portrayal with the Company came in 1981 as Des
MARGARET NORTON

Grieux in Manon where his voice was declared “strong and true as the emotions he depicted”
(San Francisco Chronicle).

JOHN CONKLIN, designer

When news of John Conklin’s passing arrived last June, San Francisco Opera General Director
Matthew Shilvock recalled, “I had the great pleasure of working for John for a summer at
Glimmerglass and will forever be inspired by the collage-like curiosity he brought to the
world, always looking for intersections of meaning.” Conklin, one of the art form’s mavericks
of the past 50 years, was noted throughout the opera world for his imagination, erudition, and

theatrical spirit. His decades-long association with San Francisco Opera began in 1966 as a

IRA NOWINSKI

designer for the Company’s touring branch, Western Opera Theater. He developed many
productions for the mainstage, including Un Ballo in Maschera and La Traviata which each
served the Company for more than three decades. His sets and costumes for the Ring cycle
presented here in 1985, 1990, and 1999 marked the dawn of a bold, new era for the Company.
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ROGER GANS, sound designer

Roger Gans was at the cutting edge of developing sound techniques for San Francisco Opera
as the Company’s Resident Sound Designer for over 25 years from 1979-2005. He introduced
the very concept of sound design to the Company. Dead Man Walking was among the most
important and lasting sound designs that Gans created. His many sound effects—from the
clanking of prison gates to the arresting sound of the lethal injection machine—have become
iconic parts of the opera since its 2000 world premiere at the War Memorial Opera House. In
recognition of his lasting impact on the art form and as a cherished member of the Company,
the opening of the 25th-anniversary presentation of Dead Man Walking earlier this season was
dedicated to Gans’ memory.

DOUGLAS GIANCOLLI, philanthropist

Professor Douglas Giancoli was a devoted member of the San Francisco Opera family and a
lifelong champion of the art form. Born and raised in Berkeley, he had a distinguished career
as a physicist, authoring widely used textbooks and teaching at UC Berkeley. Beyond the
classroom, he found joy in hiking, spending weekends exploring the Eastern Sierras and
summers in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, near the birthplace of both his father and Giacomo
Puccini. Giancoli’s love of classical music began in junior high with Beethoven’s Eighth
Symphony and soon developed into an encyclopedic knowledge of Italian operas,
conductors, and recordings. His passion for music was later shaped, in part, by his
admiration for and friendship with former San Francisco Opera music directors Nicola
Luisotti and Donald Runnicles.

CHIP HEATH, usher

Chip Heath was a beloved member of the War Memorial Opera House staff and an integral
part of the front-of-house usher team for nearly ten years. Known for his unfailing kindness,
quick humor, and winning smile, Chip brought care and warmth to each interaction in the
Opera House. He also took special pride in ushering for the Schwabacher Recital Series at the
Dianne and Tad Taube Atrium Theater as he liked to stay informed about new and emerging
talents within the Bay Area arts community. His deep love of opera informed his seemingly
inexhaustible trove of stories about favorite singers and exceptional past performances.



IN MEMORIAM CONTINUED

CHRISTIAN HOLDER, dancer and choreographer

Hailing from a Trinidadian family of artists and entertainers, Christian Holder began as a
dancer with his father’s company in London until a scholarship to study with famed dancer
Martha Graham brought him to New York City. In 1966, when Holder was just 16, he was
invited to join the Joffrey Ballet. His debut with San Francisco Opera came in 1979 as the
Lord of Night in the “Dance of the of the Hours” ballet within Ponchielli’s La Gioconda, a
performance that was telecast worldwide. Holder returned in 1980 and 1981 as a solo dancer.
His contribution to the Company expanded to also include choreography as he developed the
dance scenes for both the 1981 Company premiere of Lehar’s The Merry Widow and the 2001
new production of Aida.

CATHERINE HOLMAN JOHNSON, philanthropist

Born to Eugene Holman, geologist, chairman and CEO of Standard Oil Company, and Edith
Reid Holman, Cathie attended the Brearley School in New York, Vassar College, and Santa
Clara University from which she received an MBA. Cathie was a dear and cherished member
of the Opera family, and her leadership inspired others to participate in the life and energy
of the Company. To see the loving bond that she and Pitch Johnson (Chair of the Opera
Board from 1999-2008, and now Chair Emeritus) shared for 71 years was to see the epitome
of a partnership that inspired and uplifted so many, from their family to the organizations
that they supported with such generosity. Cathie was an early supporter of stem cell
research, women’s health advocacy, and Alzheimer’s research. She was involved with the
American Red Cross and with BUILD, an Oakland-based entrepreneurship program. Cathie
and Pitch have devoted themselves to this company with such heart and care for decades,
investing in the annual operations and the endowment of the Opera. Their kindness and
generosity have literally kept San Francisco Opera going through some of its most
challenging times.

ALLIE LIGHT, filmmaker

Affectionately known as the Godmother of Bay Area documentary filmmakers, Allie Light
inspired creative filmmaking through teaching, mentorship, and the 20 films she created
during her five decades behind the camera. In the Shadow of the Stars, made with her
husband and creative partner, Irving Saraf, is among her powerful films and was awarded
the Academy Award for best documentary feature in 1992. The documentary shines a light on
the lives and behind-the-scenes dedication of artists in the San Francisco Opera Chorus.
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PAUL PLISHKA, bass

“My voice was more of the basso cantante—with a lyric kind of sound—not a villain’s voice,”
said Paul Plishka when looking back at his distinguished career as one of opera’s premiere
basses. From 1967 until his retirement in 2018 after 49 seasons, Plishka was a dedicated
member of the Metropolitan Opera with 1,672 performances of 88 roles to his credit. Between
1976 and 2004, the Pennsylvania-born artist performed with San Francisco Opera in many of
the Verdi roles he loved to sing, including Zaccaria in Nabucco and de Silva in Ernani. Likely
his most indelible portrait on the War Memorial Opera House stage was Kutuzov in
Prokofiev’s War and Peace. Plishka’s portrait highlighted the Russian Field Marshal’s wit and
valor, a heroic individual within the massive, impersonal scale of war.

TAD TAUBE, philanthropist

A refugee turned real estate entrepreneur, philanthropist, and civic leader, Thaddeus “Tad”
Taube channeled his success into carefully targeted philanthropy, advancing healthcare
institutions, improving education and research, and enhancing cultural and community-
centered organizations in the United States, Israel, and Poland. Tad and his wife Dianne’s
deep friendship with San Francisco Opera began under Lotfi Mansouri’s leadership, and they
have been devoted partners to the Company ever since. They have been at the forefront of
advances that have propelled the Opera out into the world, with transformative investments
in infrastructure that have kept the Company a beacon of innovation and access, making the
naming investments in the Media Suite, the Atrium Theater, and underwriting the naming of
the general director’s position. They have generously underwritten numerous productions
that have advanced San Francisco Opera’s connection with new audiences through their
support of the simulcasts to the ballpark and other initiatives. San Francisco Opera
celebrates the enduring impact of a man who never stopped working to make possible a
better world.

CHRISTOPH VON DOHNANYI, conductor

Throughout his career, Christoph von Dohnanyi’s perfectionism on the podium sculpted
powerful and resplendent performances. The German conductor enjoyed longstanding
relationships with many elite orchestras, including the Cleveland Orchestra where he was
music director 1984-2002 and London’s Philharmonia Orchestra where he was eventually
named Honorary Conductor for Life. Dohnanyi’s also formed significant partnerships in the
Opera House. He made his 1971 San Francisco Opera debut conducting the early version of
Berg’s unfinished Lulu, which he also famously recorded with second wife, Anja Silja, in the
title role. Dohnanyi returned in later seasons to lead works by Janacek and Strauss, including
the Company’s 1989 new production of Die Frau ohne Schatten.
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« Sergei Aleksashkin, bass from the
Bolshoi Opera who portrayed
Mendoza in Prokofiev’s Betrothal in a
Monastery (1998)

« Roberta Alexander, soprano, made
one of her first American
engagements in Conrad Susa’s
Transformations (1980) with San
Francisco Opera affiliate Spring
Opera Theater

« George Burrows, San Francisco
Opera’s marketing director from
1982-1984

o Franz Grundheber, baritone,
performed Amfortas in the 2000
production of Parsifal, along with
Mandryka in Arabella 1998) and
Scarpia in Tosca (2001)

« David Rendall, tenor, appeared as
Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni (1978)

and Ernesto in Don Pasquale (1980)

« Peter Seiffert, heldentenor, sang
the title role of Wagner’s Tannhduser
(2007)

o Peter Strummer, bass-baritone,

14 roles between 1975 and 2006,
including the dual role of Benoit and
Alicindoro in La Boheéme in three
different seasons.

MANET & MORISOT

A Friendship that Shaped Modern Art

Celebrate the Holidays Artfully.
Book Tickets Today!

encore+

Legion of Honor
museum

encoreplus.app

61



2025 Adler Fellows

As Adler Fellows, emerging singers and pianists receive rigorous individualized coaching as
well as opportunities to cover and perform roles in mainstage performances. Our Adler Friends
and Sponsors play a vital role in their training, nurturing the talent and creativity of these
emerging artists and ensuring they reach their full potential as part of the program. \We are
extremely grateful for our Friends of Adler and Adler Sponsor support received between
August 1, 2024 through October 15, 2025. For more information about sponsorship
opportunities, please call Donor Services at (415) 565-3212.

Soprano

Chicago, Illinois
Second-year Adler
Sponsored by

Mrs. Karin Eames

San Francisco Opera Guild

Soprano

St. Louis, Missouri
Second-year Adler
Sponsored by

Jim & Gayle Tunnell

Pianist/Coach

JULIAN GRABAREK
Acton, Massachusetts
Second-year Adler
Sponsored by

Mr. David Todd Oldroyd &
Mr. Ronnie Genotti

Bass-Baritone
JONGWON HAN
Seoul, South Korea
Third-year Adler
Sponsored by

for Emerging Artists
Karen J. Kubin

Soprano

MARY HOSKINS
Saratoga Springs, Utah
First-year Adler
Sponsored by

Anne & Jeffery Katz

Baritone
SAMUEL KIDD
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Second-year Adler
Sponsored by

Isabel & Insik Rhee
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GEORGIANA ADAMS

CAROLINE CORRALES

The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund

Tenor

THOMAS KINCH
Cardiff, Wales
Second-year Adler
Sponsored by

Peggy & Boyce Nute

Pianist/Coach

JI YOUN LEE

Seoul, South Korea

First-year Adler

Sponsored by

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
An anonymous donor

Soprano

OLIVIA SMITH
Penticton, B.C., Canada
Third-year Adler
Sponsored by

Julie Dickson

Neil & Elsa S. Pering

Tenor

SAMUEL WHITE
Columbia, South Carolina
First-year Adler
Sponsored by

James A. Heagy,

in memory of Jayne Heagy

Baritone

OLIVIER ZEROUALI
Middletown, Delaware
First-year Adler

Sponsored by

Helen Berggruen,

for Five Arts Foundation
William Walker,

in memory of Mikiko Walker

‘From excellent musical guidance, language and
movement classes to financial and leadership
training, the tools that the Adler program provides
are transformative onstage and off. | will carry the
relationships | forged with colleagues, faculty, and
donors with me for the rest of my life."

—Gabrielle Beteag, mezzo-soprano

(Adler Fellow, 2022-2023)

FRIENDS OF THE ADLERS
Chris & Jennifer Brahm
Janet Cluff
Barbara B. Friede
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann
Bernice E. Greene
Peggy Hill
Wilma S. Horwitz
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein
Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Bernice Lindstrom,
in memory of John W. Lindstrom
Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons Ph.D.
Betty Maddux,
in memory of Ed Koester
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Alice Ames Morison
Ronald D. Morrison
Paul Nordine
San Francisco Opera Guild/
East Bay Chapter
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky
Anonymous (3)

ADLER AFFILIATE
SPONSORS
Leonard & Marie Collins
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation
Rene Morgan,
in loving memory of Don Morgan
Bob & Terri Ryan
Deborah & Paul Sagues
TL Trust
Barbara L. Traisman
Ms. Barbara Walkowski

ADLER PROGRAM
SPONSORS
Helen Berggruen
Peter & Jayne Davis,

in memory of James H. Schwabacher
Julie Dickson
Mrs. Karin Eames
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation
James A. Heagy,

in memory of Jayne Heagy
Karen J. Kubin
Peggy & Boyce Nute
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd &

Mr. Ronnie Genotti
Neil & Elsa S. Pering
Isabel & Insik Rhee
San Francisco Opera Guild
Jim & Gayle Tunnell
William & MikikoS Walker
Anonymous

ADLER PROGRAM

ENDOWMENT GIFTS

The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund for
Emerging Artists

Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund

The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &
Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund

Ralph R. Michaelis Estate

Bernard & Barbro Osher

Mrs. Edward W. Rosston$

Sheila Wisheks

William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund

§ deceased



Every Voice Sustains
the Future of Opera

The Bel Canto Legacy Society raised over $11 million of funds last year
through the generosity of opera lovers just like you.

With gifts ranging from $1,000 to over $3 million this past year, legacy gifts play a huge role
in sustaining the future of opera. With no minimum gift amount, giving vehicles
that fit your needs at every stage of life, and the promise of a future for opera—
becoming a Bel Canto member is a wonderful way to share your passion for operal!

Contact legacygiving@sfopera.com or call (415) 565-3242.

BEL CANTO
SOCIETY




Matthew Shilvock
Tad and Dianne Taube General Director

Eun Sun Kim
Caroline H. Hume Music Director

Jennifer Good

Managing Director: Production
Gregory Henkel

Managing Director: Artistic
Michael Simpson

Managing Director: Administration/Chief Financial Officer
Jordan Amann

Chief of Staff

Dawn Dunlop

Chief People Officer

Julia Inouye

Director of Communications
Georgi Kelly

Chief Philanthropy Officer
Troy Smith

Chief Marketing Officer
Theresa Von Klug

Chief Operating Officer

David Gockley, General Director Emeritus

ADMINISTRATION

FINANCE

Christopher Tom, Controller

Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant
Linda Rodriguez, Accounting Manager
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant
Whitney Ward, Payroll Administrator
Maika Martinez, Accountant

INFORMATION SERVICES

Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator

Daniel Rivera-Quezada, Network Support Engineer
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst

Susan McConkey, Consultant

ARCHIVES

Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives

ARTISTIC

CHORUS DIRECTION
John Keene, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING

Zackery Hayhurst, Artistic Planning Manager

Ilana Rainero-de Haan, Music Planning Manager
Vivian Wang, Music Planning Associate & Opera Librarian
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator

Zachary Calhoun, Artistic Operations Coordinator
Justin Benard, Assistant to the Managing Director: Artistic
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Administration

MUSIC STAFF

Aaron Breid, Nelson Calzi, John Churchwell,
Bryndon Hassman, Susan Hult, Andrew King,
Keun-A Lee, Yang Lin, Robert Mollicone,
Matthew Piatt, Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad,
Bin Yu Sanford, Stefano Sarzani

Geoffrey Lee, Ballet Pianist

LANGUAGE COACHES
Radoslava Biancalana, Czech
Anja Burmeister, German
Patricia Kristof Moy, French
Erie Mills, English

Jessica Berman, English

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER
Carrie-Ann Matheson,

Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center
Markus Beam,

General Manager, San Francisco Opera Center
Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator
Gerrod Pagenkopf, Opera Center Scheduler

COMMUNICATIONS

Jeffery McMillan, Public Relations Director
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager

DEVELOPMENT

Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving
Patrick Anderson,
Executive Associate to the Chief Philanthropy Officer

ANNUAL GIVING
Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving
Samantha Burgess, Annual Giving Manager

INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING
Hans Cardenas,

Director of Individual & Leadership Giving
Jen Amato,

Associate Director of Individual & Leadership Giving
Alondra Orellana,

Associate Director of Legacy & Individual Giving
Amina Chaudhry, Senior Individual Giving Officer
Tom Mulder, Senior Individual Giving Officer
Jacqueline Hammel, Individual Giving Officer
Katherine Wood, Senior Individual Giving Officer
Maude Engstréom, Legacy Giving Manager

DONOR ENGAGEMENT
Karman Ferrell Pave,

Director of Donor Engagement
Lisa Bordachar,

Director of Prospect Research and Strategy
Lila Butler,

Associate Director of Special Events
Johann Joson,

Manager of Donor Stewardship

ENGAGEMENT AND CONNECTIVITY

Ryan Marchand,

Director of Engagement and Connectivity
Christabel Nunoo,

Education Development Manager
Heather Kelly-Laws,

DEC Project Manager
Cole Thomason-Redus,

DEC Content Curator

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL DIRECTOR
Jessica Rupert, Assistant to the Executive Offices
Elena Park, Strategic Advisor

OFFICE OF THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Matthew Piatt, Director of Music Administration
Sadye Sobel,

Executive Assistant to the Music Director

MARKETING

Chi-Hsuan Yang, Director, Analytics & Strategy
Jen Fingal, Associate Director of Marketing
Tyler Cervini,

Senior Marketing Manager, Digital & Aquisition
Lindsey Abbott,

Marketing Manager, Email and Digital
Sophia Nguyen,

Marketing Manager, Brand & Loyalty
Emma Saperstein,

Marketing Coordinator, Web & Engagement
Tamara Haddad,

Marketing Coordinator, Digital Content
Saija Maki-Waller,

Marketing Coordinator, Brand & Loyalty
Bill Murray,

Marketing Manager, Web and E-Commerce
Adam Snellings, Art Director
Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager

BOX OFFICE
Jessica Fauver, Box Office Manager, Treasurer
Rebecca Page,
Medallion Society Concierge Manager,
Assistant Box Office Manager
Jennifer Pollack,
Group Sales Manager, Assistant Treasurer
Charles McGraw, Christopher Mark,
Assistant Treasurer
Emily Tilles,
Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer
Roberto Bonilla, Phone Room Sales Manager,
Subscriber Representative
Dale Whitmill, Subscriber Representative
Benjamin Armington, Jing Bentley, Adrianne Chu,
Kyle Minor, Yma Munoz, Julia Williams,
Patron Services Personnel



FRONT OF HOUSE
Jamye Divila Largent, House Manager
Marialice Dockus, Head Usher

Rodney Anderson, Marcelo Barbero,

Armando Benutto, Felix Bishop, Stuart Bousel,
Jan Brown, Danica Burt, Wendy Chang,

Frank Chow, Jan Cobb, Calico Dant, Kathy Dere,
Martin Dias, Felix Dina, Dave Doering,

Jonathan Drogin, Caesar Evangelista,

Bill Flanagan, Christine Ford, Josh Garcia,
Jorge Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Elisa Jeon,

Kate Juliana, Elaine Kawasaki, Kathleen Keeler,
Helen Kim, Ryszard Koprowski, Chris Largent,
Vicki Larkowich, Sharon Lee, Leland Leong,
Sadie Li, Michael Mak, Sam Mesinger,

Nick Mitchell, John Morris, Dale Nedelco,

Beth Norris, Jennifer Norris, Jan Padover,

Julie Peck, Christine Plowright,

Bill Repp. Jack Sale, Robyn Sandberg,

Allen Sawyer, Kelly Smith, Stephanie Somersille,

Kumi Stanfield, Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun,
Janet Tom, Claire Tremblay, Richard Wagner,
Steve Weiss, Tom Wong, May Yasui

Ushers
Ginny Lackner, Volunteer Usher

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid

OPERA SHOP
Jay Stebley, Retail Manager
Susan Montana, Assistant Manager

MUSIC OPERATIONS

Matthew Buckman, Director of Music Operations
Kip Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus

Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager

Kevin Myers, Orchestra Operations Manager
Nina Pitts, Music Operations Assistant

Noelle Romelfanger, Chorus & Dance Manager
Zofia Sabee, Orchestra Librarian

PATRON OPERATIONS

David Odenkirchen, Director of Patron Operations
and Revenue Management

Jess Levy, Associate Director of Patron Data

Alix Josefski, Associate Director of Donor Services

Sarah Benjamin, Patron Data Associate

Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator

Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator

Mark Wladika, Web Development Manager

PEOPLE

Timmy Yuen,

Associate Director, Human Resources
Savannah Criswell, Human Resources Analyst
Vanessa Gonzalez, Temporary HR Coordinator

PRODUCTION
“Senior Production Staff Member

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION
Jeremy Patfield,

Director of Production Operations & Media*
Celine Strouts, Production Operations Manager
Ellen Presley,

Producer, Special Programming & Experiences
Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator
Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant
Aine Donnelly, Production Finance Assistant
Sophie Gunther, Event Production Assistant

AUDIO
Doug Mitchell,
Head of Audio/Video
Ziggy Tomcich,
Assistant Head of Audio/Video

CARPENTRY

David Hatch, Head of Carpentry

Greg Harsha, Assistant Head of Carpentry
Christopher Davis, Wilsey Center Head

COSTUME DEPARTMENT

Daniele McCartan, Costume Director”

Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager
Charlotte Brockman, Production Accountant
Galen Till, Senior Production Supervisor

ELECTRICS
Leon Parsons, Head of Electrics
Michael Anderson, Assistant Head of Electrics
Russell E. Adamson lII,
Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator

FIGHT DIRECTION
Dave Maier, Fight Director

LIGHTING

Justin A. Partier, Lighting Director”

Daniel Friedman, Davida Tkach,
Assistant Lighting Designers

Jessica Ann Drayton,
Assistant Lighting Designer (Projections)

India Silverman, Lighting Intern

Rae McCreary, Hemsley Lighting Intern

MEDIA
Jodi Gage, Media Producer

PROPERTIES
Frederick Wielandt, Head of Properties
Tara Pellack, Assistant Head of Properties

REHEARSAL
Jordan W. Thomas,

Rehearsal Department Scheduling Manager
Rosie Burns Pavlik,

Rehearsal Department Coordinator: Administration

Jayne Diliberto,
Rehearsal Department Coordinator: Personnel

SCENE SHOP
John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreperson
Steve McNally, Scenic Artist in Charge

STAGING STAFF
Darin Burnett,

Production Stage Manager”
Collette Berg, Darin Burnett,
Jonathan S. Campbell, Jennifer Harber,

Stage Managers
Jose Maria Condemi, E. Reed Fisher,
Dan Wallace Miller, Roy Rallo,
Morgan Robinson,

Assistant Stage Directors
Collette Berg, Jonathan S. Campbell,
Megan Coutts, E. Reed Fisher,
Jennifer Harber, Anna Reetz,

Assistant Stage Managers
Colm Seery, Dance Master

TECHNICAL DIRECTION

Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director”
Ryan O’'Steen, Production Manager®

Scott Cavallo, Associate Technical Director
Lawren Gregory, Assistant Technical Director

WARDROBE

Tony Gorzycki, Head of Wardrobe

Cynthia Fusco, Carol Horaitis,

Robert Horek, Brendan Cooper,
Wardrobe Assistants

WIG, HAIR, & MAKEUP
Jeanna Parham,

Department Head of Wigs, Hair, and Makeup
Christina Martin,

Assistant Department Head of

Wigs, Hair, and Makeup

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel

Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants
UCSF doctors:

Dr. George Rutherford

Dr. Robert Harrison

Dr. Sanziana Roman

Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers

Cory Weaver, Official Photographer

Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera

Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano
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2025-26 Artists

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS
Raymond Aceto
Georgiana Adams+t
Javier Arrey

Jamie Barton

Tanja Ariane Baumgartner”

Aleksey Bogdanov+
J'Nai Bridges
William Lee Bryan
Charmaine Butcher*s
Cheryl Cain
Danielle Cheiken®
Kelly Chasew

Peixin Chen”

Shugi Congm
Catherine Cook+0
Logan Cook”
Caroline Corrales+
Chris Costanz”
Zachary Cowan”
Brandon DiPaola
Amartuvshin Enkhbat
Anders Froehlich
John Fulton

Carla Gallardo

Rod Gilfry

Kevin Gino

Susan Graham+
Thomas Hall
Jongwon Hant
Yuntong Han

Stella Hannock
Harlan Hays
Connor Herrmann
Jackson Horton™
Mary Hoskins+
Christopher Jackson
Michael Jankosky
Silvie Jensen
Brandon Jovanovich
Joo Won Kang+0
Wilford Kelly
Samuel Kidd+
Konu Kim

Thomas Kinch+}
Bojan Knezevic+(
Anna Kosiarek”
Laura Krumm+®
Eric Levintow
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Joseph Lim
Daniela Mack+0
Sophia Maekawa
Jana Mclintyre™+
Ryan McKinny
Liesl McPherrin
Niko Min

Amber Monroe+
David Adam Moore
Sally Mouzon
Brian Mulligan
Christopher Nachtrab
Nikolas Nackley
Sarah Nadreau
Antonio Nagore
William O'Neill

Christopher Oglesby+¢

Andrew Pardini
Jusung Gabriel Park®
Yulan Piao
Chester Pidduck
Laurel Porter
Nikola Printz+®
Ben Reisinger
Brittany Renee
Kindra Scharich
Chad Shelton
Philip Skinner+0
Olivia Smith+}
Jonathan Smucker
David Soar
Whitney Steele
Falk Struckmann
Elisa Sunshine+0
Jesslyn Thomas
Ryan Torres™
Marcos Vedovettos
Sebastian Villalobos
Kang Wang”
Samuel White+}
Hongni Wu

Wei Wu

WooYoung Yoon+
Kwangchul Youn
Yongzhao Yu"
Adela Zaharia
Olivier Zerouali+}
Huiwang Zhang"=
Mei Gui Zhang+

CONDUCTORS
Eun Sun Kim
Carolyn Kuan®
Benjamin Manis
Patrick Summers+

PRODUCTION
Keith Warner

STAGE DIRECTORS
Katrina Bachus”

José Maria Condemi+0
Leonard Foglia
Matthew Ozawa
Diane Paulus”

Roy Rallo

Basil Twist”

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Rena Butler

Jamie Guan”

Colm Seery

Ann Yee"

KEY:

# American Debut

* San Francisco Opera
Debut

} Current Adler Fellow

+ Merola Opera Program

Graduate
¢ Adler Fellowship
Graduate
= Solo Dancer
Cover Artist

Chorus

John Keene, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master

William Lee BryanQ
Anders Froehlich
John FultonQ
Harlan Hays
Nikolas NackleyQ

Andrew Thomas PardiniQ

Wilford Kelly
Bojan Knezevic+(
William O'NeillQ

William Pickersgill
Samuel Rabinowitz

Buffy Baggott

Janet Campbell
Edith Dowd
Stella HannockQ
Silvie JensenQ
Sally MouzonQ
Sarah Nadreau
Erin Neff

Laurel Porter
Whitney SteeleQ

Jacque Wilson
Nadima Avakian

Callum Alden
Spencer Dodd

Elliott JG Encarnacion

Luis Gonzalez
Matt Hidalgo
David Kekuewa
Michael Jesse Kuo
Yitao Lin
Benjamin Liupaogo
Joachim Luis
Justin Marsh
Michael Orlinksy

Alexander John Perkins

Valery Portnov

EXTRA CHORUS

J Chorus member on leave of absence
Q Solo Role

REGULAR CHORUS

Kathleen Bayler
Cheryl Cain
Danielle CheikenQ
Hannah Cho+
Sara Colburn
Crystal Kim
Josephine Lee
Liesl McPherrinQ
Angela Eden Moser
Elisabeth Rom Lucio
Jesslyn Thomas
C. Michael BelleQ
Alan Cochran
Kevin GinoQ
Christopher Jackson
Michael JankoskyQ
Eric Levintow
Antonio Nagore
Philip Pickens
Chester PidduckQ
Jonathan Smucker
Andrew Truett

Leandra Ramm
Dewey Reikofski
Clifton Romig
Chung-Wai Soong
Lee Steward
Paul Thompson
Taylor Thompson
Carmello Tringali
Troy Turriate
Nicolas Vasquez-Gerst
Lawrence Venza
Nicholas Volkert
Daniel Yoder

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose
members, artists, and craftspeople make possible our performances.

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc.

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage

Employees, Local 16

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784, LATS.E

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706,

IATSE.

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic

Artists Local 800

United Scenic Artists Local Usa - 829, LATS.E.

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union,
Local B-18




FIRST VIOLIN

Kay Stern, Concertmaster

Maya Cohon, Associate Concertmasterz
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster
Jennifer Cho

Dawn Harms

Mariya Borozina

Naoko Nakajima

Barbara Riccardi

Dian Zhang

Leonid Igudesman

Jennifer Hsieh

Asuka Annie Yano

SECOND VIOLIN

Jeremy Preston, Principal

Martha Simonds, Associate Principal
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal
Leslie Ludena

Ka-Yeon Lee

Aya Kiyonaga

Craig Reiss

Heeguen Song?

VIOLA

Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal

Joy Fellows, Associate Principal%
Stephen Goist, Acting Assistant Principal
Natalia Vershilova

Lindan Burns

Emily Liu?t

Elizabeth Prior?

CELLO

Sunny Yang, Principal

Thalia Moore, Associate Principal>
Peter Myers, Assistant Principal
Nora Pirquety

Emil Miland

Jung-Hsuan Ko

Ruth Lane

Saul Richmond-Rakerd

Orchestra

Eun Sun Kim, Music Director

BASS

Joseph Lescher, Principal

Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal
William Wasson, Acting Assistant Principal
Shinji Eshima

Sean O'Hara?

FLUTE

Julie McKenzie, Principali
Stephanie McNab, Acting Principal
Susan Kang1t

Michelle Caimotto?

PICCOLO
Stephanie McNab
Susan Kang?

OBOE

Mingjia Liu, Principal

Gabriel Young, Associate Principal%
Benjamin Brogadir

Rachel Ahn?

ENGLISH HORN
Benjamin Brogadir

CLARINET

José Gonzalez Granero, Principal
Rebecca Tobin KrissmanZ 1
Junghwan Lee?

BASS CLARINET
Junghwan Lee?

BASSOON

Rufus Olivier, Principal
Daniel MacNeill>
Shawn Jones?

CONTRABASSOON
Shawn Jones?

FRENCH HORN

Kevin Rivard, Principal

Phillip Palmore

Brian McCarty, Associate Principal
Logan BryckX

Anthony Delivanis?

TRUMPET

Adam Luftman, Principal
Scott Macomber?

John PearsonX

TROMBONE

Michael Cox, Acting Principal
Samuel Wamhofft

David Ridge

BASS TROMBONE
David Ridge, Principal

TUBA/CIMBASSO
Zachariah Spellman, Principal

TIMPANI
John Burgardt, Principal

PERCUSSION
Patricia Niemi, Acting Principal
Victor Avdienko?

HARP
Eleanor Kirk, Principal

ADDITIONAL MUSICIANS
Shenshen Zhang, Pipa

LIBRARIAN
Carrie Weick

V Leave of absence

2 Principal for one or more
Fall season operas

1 Season Substitute

Esther de Monteflores
Jamielyn Duggan<>

Christopher Nachtrab<

Corps Dancers

Colm Seery, Dance Master

Brett Conway <>

Coral Martino
Micah Mocho

Jessica Nguyen

Fred C Riley lll
Chiharu Shibata<>
Gabrielle Sprauve

Alexandra FitzGibbonn Marcos Vedovetto<>=
Blanche Hampton<> Sid Zhang
Emily Hansel
Bryan Ketrony/
Livanna Maislen <> Tenured

Y Tenured Dancer
on Leave of Absence
o Resident Corps
= Solo Role
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COSTUME SHOP
Jai Alltizer (25), Costume Shop Manager
Galen Till (21),
Senior Production Supervisor
Manuel Gutierrez (26),
Production Coordinator
Robyn Marsh, Costume Supervisor
Sally Thomas (25), Head Tailor
Amy Ashton-Keller (31), Head Draper
Nika Cassaro, Emma Lehman (10),
Santiago Suanes (15), Drapers
Paula Wheeler (33), Senior Milliner
Amy Van Every (41),
Senior Dyer/Painter
Karen Lewis, Dyer/Painter
Jersey McDermott (26),
Senior Craftsperson/Shoe Specialist
Edward Fonseca (14), Ralph Hoy,
Kelly Koehn, Kaitlyn Patrick,
Christina Weiland, Craftpersons
Kristen Tracy (17), Assistant Cutter

Julia Colvard, Taylor Newell, Niko Suits,

First Hand
Victoria Mortimer, Costume Assistant
Teddy Rose Baker, Sophia Gallegos,
Shoppers

COSTUME TECHNICIANS

Miriam Acosta, Simone Brooks,
Cassandra Carpenter, Karla Fix,
Hoa Fong (26), Jaya Grace Goheen,
Ashley Grambow, Kathy Griffith,
Gillian Haratani (13), Aki Hasegawa,
Meg Horan, Arianna B. Jones,
Megan Luby, Sara Morimoto (12),
Mikael Nohai, Jane Smith,

Hannah Velichko, Alexae Visel,
Sarah Ellen Wilson, Robert Whitehurst

WARDROBE DEPARTMENT

CORE CREW
Nicolas Chacon,
Linda Edwards (27)
Edward Fonseca (14)
Lorraine Lewis (13)
Phil Perry (28)
Leona Schrader-Dee
Don Smith (29)
Scott Stewart (25)
Kirsten Tucker (22)
Amber Vo

DRESSERS

Sweet Angelmouth, Paula Barish,
Kathleen Blake (13), Bobbi Boe,

Ava Byrd, Ash Cable, Kathleen Crowley,
George Elvin, Jarrod Garza,

Corrida Godbold, Megan Gulla,

Alan Herro, Claudia Holaday (46),
Ralph Hoy, Michael Kruzich,

Jeffery Larsen, Demetrius Martin,
Emma Mueller, Rachell Nichols,
Danny O'Neill, Mark Saladino,

Nadia Salameh, Patrick Sanchez (15),
Tina Sogliuzzo, Kinsey Thomas,
Lena Young
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Backstage Personnel

WIG, HAIR, AND
MAKEUP DEPARTMENT

SENIOR WIG ARTISTS
Erin Hennessy (12)
Maur Sela (10)

WIG ARTISTS
Calli Carvajal
Lindsay Saier

SHOW CALL FOREPERSONS
Sarah Coy

Christina Martin (12)

Lindsay Saier

PRINCIPAL WIG, HAIR,

AND MAKEUP ARTISTS
Vanessa Blanchard Lee,

Calli Carvajal, Sarah Coy,
Karalynne Fiebig (12),

Denise Gutierrez (42),

Chri Holmgren-Greene,
Christina Martin (12), Toby Mayer (34),
Gloria Mueller, Naki Mugambi,
Leilani Norman, Y. Sharon Peng,
Lisa Patnoe (34), Lindsay Saier,
Tim Santry (34)

SHOW CALL WIG, HAIR,

AND MAKEUP ARTISTS

Shana Astrachan,

Vanessa Blanchard Lee,

Kristen Campbell, Calli Carvajal,
Sarah Coy, Marisela Garcia,
Denise Gutierrez (42),

Erin Hennessy (12),

Chri Holmgren-Greene,

Raegina Joyner, Amber Loudermilk,
Christina Martin (12),

Toby Mayer (34), Gloria Mueller,
Naki Mugambi, Robert Mrazik (19),
Leilani Norman, Lisa Patnoe (34),
Y. Sharon Peng, Jordan Plath,

Lindsay Saier, Maur Sela, Sophia Smith,

Kimberly Virgen

SCENE SHOP
Jay Cazel

Jack Davis

Dennis Forry
Christian Martinez
Dylan Maxson
Loren Patterson
Michael Ramirez
Victor Sanchez (28)

SCENIC ART DEPARTMENT
Lauren Abrams, Jennifer Bennes,
Melissa Ficociello, Katie Wertz,
Sara Wilhelmi

CARPENTRY DEPARTMENT
Jesse Austin
Alberto Beltran
Lucy Briggs
Gabriel Castellani (15),
Automation Key
Michael Chapman (13), Key
Jack Davis
Paul Delatorre (26), Key
Jacob Elliott
Hunter Erbach
Tony Garcia
Karla Hargrave
Geoffrey R. Heron (19)
Geoffrey W. Heron (31), Key
Philip Heron (23),
Automation and Rigging Foreperson
Rahgen Hill
Ed Joe (21), Warehouse Foreperson
Nick Kukielka
Michael Martino
Anna McCiriff
Alex Meyer
Ben Miller
Harry Niedzwetzki (33)
Jesse Nugent
John O'Donnell (37), Key Flyperson
Enrique Pronio
Michael Ramirez
James Ryan
Michael Ryan
Eila Saarni, Key
Gregory Shaff (37), Key
Harper Shipley, Assistant Key
Cyrus Sindicich
Derek Snediker
Sean Walden (14), Assistant Key
Randy Walsh (23), Key
Sammy Wong

PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
Scott J. Barringer (25), Key

Amy Boussard

Christy Carter

Jay Cazel

James Eldredge (21), Shop Mechanic
Qris Fry

Tim Heaney

Jane Henderson

Patricia Hewett (18), Assistant Key
Myron Seth Isaacs (25), Key

Mark Kotschnig (23), Key

John Matlock, Assistant Key

Baylie Olson

Beth Ozarow (29), Out of House Key
Sarah Shores (18), Shop Mechanic
Mae Toone

Morgan Womble-Dahl

ELECTRICS DEPARTMENT
Eugene Ahn (12), Gel Room
Samir Arora, Key Projectionist
John Boatwright (38),

House Head Electrician
Ariel Bott, Assistant Key Stage Left
Danielle Colburn
Henry Cotter
Erik Docktor (18), Projection Programmer
Amy Domjan, Layout Electrician
Mark Gilmore, Projection Programmer
Will Grunig (23)
Robert Haycock, Key Stage Right
Geoffrey W. Heron (16), Pyro Technician
Bernard Honigman (26),

Key Light Board Operator
Karen Jine
Brendan Kierans (12),

Electric Shop Foreperson
Sophie Landau
Maria Mendoza (37), Projection Coordinator
Lloyd Murphy, Key Projectionist
Baylie Olsen
Jonathan Philpott-Kenny
Glenn Quilici, Assistant Key Stage Right
Kevin Quintero
Matthew Reynolds
William Rodriguez
Kirt Siders, Data Administrator
Andrew Sproule (26), Key Stage Left
Jax Steager,

Assistant Key Light Board Operator

AUDIO DEPARTMENT
Eric Bumgarner

Emad Dajani, Key

Christine Dumke

Kimberly Griess, Key

Bryan Olson

MEDIA DEPARTMENT

Claude Bauschinger, Video Editor
Tom Banducci

Ray Gilberti

Doug Hunt

Mitchell Kell

Michael Santy

Brian Shimetz

Uwe Willenbacher (17), Audio Editor

STUDIO TEACHERS

Donnell Barnes, Carolyn Crimley,

Rhona Gordon, Lua Hadar, Martha Harris,
Stacy Heniser, Jamie Keller,

Karen Kindig, Laila Vatanka

WRANGLERS

Marion Agranovsky, Alexandra Armstead,
Gwyneth Hadfield, Kate Juliana,

Jonah Malamud, Haley May,

Eleanor Murphy-Weise

Employees who have served the
Company for more than 10 years are
listed with their years of service.



SKip
the Line,
and Enjoy!

Avoid lines
during
intermission.
Pre-order
your favorite
beverage
and snack
at any
concession
location
before the
performance.

]

The Wagner Society
of Northern California

¥/SNC

An afternoon with heldentenor Klaus Florian Vogt
Saturday, Dec. 6 at 11:30 - Marines' Memorial Club and Hotel, SF

Our annual Cosima luncheon will
feature the world famous heldentenor
Klaus Florian Vogt in a rare visit
to San Francisco. He is a frequent
performer at the Bayreuth Festival
where he added Siegfried to
his repertoire. He will perform
selections from Wagner operas.

Visit www.wagnersf.org to learn more and make a reservation.

The Society sponsors monthly educational programs and social

events, publishes the Leitmotive journal, funds scholarships for

aspiring Wagnerian artists, and provides members with priority
ticket access to the annual Bayreuth Festival in Germany.

Dedicated to the education and enjoyment of Wagner's art since 1985,

CARI CDO A ol
SAM FRA ]

OPERA G '
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San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Kay Stern Maya Cohon Heidi Wilcox
Concertmaster Associate Assistant
Concertmaster Concertmaster
Barbara Riccardi Dian Zhang Leonid Igudesman
First Violin First Violin First Violin

Ka-Yeon Lee
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena
Second Violin

Beni Shinohara
Assistant Principal
Second Violin

Stephen Goist Natalia Vershilova Lindan Burns
Acting Assistant Viola Viola
Principal Viola

Emil Miland
Acting Assistant Cello Cello
Principal Cello

Nora Pirquet Jung-Hsuan Ko
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Jennifer Cho

First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh

First Violin

Aya Kiyonaga
Second Violin

Emily Liu
Viola?t

Ruth Lane
Cello

Dawn Harms
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano

First Violin

Craig Reiss
Second Violin

Elizabeth Prior
Viola?t

Joseph Lescher
Principal
Bass

Mariya Borozina
First Violin

Jeremy Preston
Principal
Second Violin

Carla Maria Rodrigues

Principal
Viola

Thalia Moore
Associate Principal
Cello

Jonathan Lancelle
Associate Principal
Bass

Naoko Nakajima
First Violin

Martha Simonds
Associate Principal
Second Violin

Joy Fellows
Associate Principal
Viola

Peter Myers
Assistant Principal
Cello

Shinji Eshima
Bass

1 Season Substitute



SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA CONTINUED

William Wasson Julie McKenzie Stephanie McNab Susan Kang Mingjia Liu Gabriel Young Benjamin Brogadir
Bass Principal Acting Principal Flute?t Principal Associate Principal English Horn
Flute Flute & Piccolo Oboe Oboe

José Gonzalez Junghwan Lee Rufus Olivier Daniel MacNeill Shawn Jones Kevin Rivard Phillip Palmore
Granero Bass Clarinett Principal Bassoon Bassoon/ Principal Horn
Principal Clarinet Bassoon Contrabassoon? Horn

Brian McCarty Logan Bryck Adam Luftman Scott Macomber John Pearson Michael Cox David Ridge

Associate Principal Utility Horn Principal Trumpet? Trumpet Acting Principal Principal
Horn Trumpet Trombone Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman John Burgardt Patricia Niemi Victor Avdienko Tracy Davis Carrie Weick
Tuba Timpani Acting Principal Percussion? Orchestra Manager Librarian
Percussion
Not pictured:

Heeguen Song (Second Violin)"
Sunny Yang (Principal Cello)

Sean O'Hara (Bass)t

Michelle Caimotto (Flute)}

Rachel Ahn (Oboe)

Rebecca Tobin Krissman (Clarinet)?
Anthony Delivanis (Horn)t

Samuel Wamhoff (Trombone)t
Eleanor Kirk (Principal Harp)

1 Season Substitute
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Nadima Avakian
Soprano

Josephine Lee
Soprano

Edith Dowd
Mezzo-Soprano

Whitney Steele
Mezzo-Soprano

Eric Levintow
Tenor

SFOPERA.COM

Kathleen Bayler
Soprano

Liesl McPherrin
Soprano

Stella Hannock
Mezzo-Soprano

Jacque Wilson
Mezzo-Soprano

Antonio Nagore
Tenor

Cheryl Cain
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser
Soprano

Silvie Jensen
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle
Tenor

Phillip Pickens
Tenor

Danielle Cheiken
Sporano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio

Soprano

Sally Mouzon
Mezzo-Soprano

Alan Cochran
Tenor

Chester Pidduck
Tenor

Hannah Cho
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas
Soprano

Sarah Nadreau
Mezzo-Soprano

Kevin Gino
Tenor

Jonathan Smucker

Tenor

San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus

Sara Colburn
Soprano

Buffy Baggott
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff
Mezzo-Soprano

Christopher Jackson

Tenor

Andrew Truett
Tenor

Crystal Kim
Soprano

Janet Campbell
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron
Porter
Mezzo-Soprano

Michael Jankosky
Tenor

William Lee Bryan
Baritone



SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS CONTINUED

Anders Frohlich John Fulton Harlan Hays Nikolas Nackley Andrew Thomas Wilford Kelly Bojan Knezevi¢
Baritone Baritone Baritone Baritone Pardini Bass Bass
Baritone
William O'Neill William Pickersgill Samuel Rabinowitz
Bass Bass Bass

San Francisco Opera Corps Dancers

A )

Jamielyn Duggan Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Christopher Nachtrab Chiharu Shibata Marcos Vedovetto
Leave of Absence
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San Francisco Opera Guild

LEADERSHIP AND STAFF

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Matthew & Kate Shilvock
David Gockley

1z
N

/

7

g

SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA GUILD

OFFICERS

Courtney Labe, President

Ina Stangenes, Vice President, Administration
Kathie Lowry, Vice President Associates
Lauren Erickson, Vice President, Chapters STAFF

Natasha Dalzell-Martinez, Vice President, DEI & Community Outreach Susan Malott, Executive Director

Rita Benton Milner, Vice President, Development Caroline Altman, Director of Education

Cawley Carr, Vice President, Education Max Morgan-Butcher, Education & Development Manager
Farah Makras, Vice President, Fundraising Celeste Camarena, Education Program Manager

Sigrun Graeff, Vice President, Marketing Teddy Reich, Marketing Manager, Events Associate

Katie Colendich, Secretary Geovanna Navarette, Special Events Manager

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev, Treasurer Siobhan Cullen, Accounting Associate

Virginia Ziegler, Strategic Planning Chair

GIVING VOICE TO POTENTIAL

San Francisco Opera Guild
gives voice to potential through
education and outreach programs
that bring opera center stage
into the life of the community.

Maria Castellucci, Director at Large
Jane S. Mudge, Governance Chair

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations, and foundations for their
generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2024 and July 31, 2025. For more information about supporting San Francisco
Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com..

$100,000 & ABOVE
Diane B. Wilsey

$50,000 to $99,999

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi &
Mr. Paul Pelosi

TriplePoint Capital

$25,000 to $49,999

Olivia Hsu Decker

Gordon Getty

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn

Mary Heylin & Timothy J. Marten M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson
Neiman Marcus Group
Pearson Assessments
Angelo Tsakopoulos

William Fries Il Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999

Robert H. Beadle

Elizabeth & David Birka-White
Romana D'Angelo Bracco
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dempster
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon R. Doll

Five Star Bank

John & Marcia Goldman
Thomas E. Horn

Ms. Kathy Huber & Mr. Larry Binkley
John & Sylvia Hughes

Mrs. Arlene Inch

Cynthia & Richard Livermore
Mr. Jorge Maumer

Maryam & Oran Muduroglu
Newhall Foundation
Northern Trust Bank

Barbro Osher

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poland

Merrill Randol

Chandra & Michael Rudd
Karen Sanford

San Francisco Opera Guild
East Bay Chapter

Mary Beth & David Shimmon
Jinnie K. Simonsen

Claudia Volpi
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CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Dr. Jennifer & Mr. Steven Walske
Barbara A. Wolfe

$5,000 to $9,999

Helen Berggruen

Jennifer Bienaime

Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Dr. Carolyn Chang

Barry & Simi Chehrazi

Katie Colendich

Dodge & Cox

Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson
Ms. Lynne Edminster & Mr. Brian Atwood
Jeffrey Garelick

Ann & Daniel Girard
Farnoosh Hariri

Jane Hartley

Ms. Jane Inch

Sandra Jamieson

Katie Jarman, in honor of Claude Jarman
Maryjo & Todd Kaplan

Curt F. Kirschner

The Honorable Eleni Kounalakis
Karen J. Kubin

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras
Irena Matijas

Teresa & Mark Medearis
Jane S. Mudge

Nancy Mueller

Pamela Preston

Amy Ramsey

Pamela Rigg

Ms. Afie Royo

Megan Scacco

Tom Schoenherr

Beth-Ann & Marvin Schwabacher-Wenger
Ms. Elisabeth Smith

Dr. Nellis Smith

Denise Littlefield Sobel

Ina & John Stangenes

Dr. Elisa Stephens

Isobel & Roger Sturgeon
Roselyne C. Swig

France Szeto

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler

$2,500 to $4,999

Jeff & Francesca Amann

Ms. Carol Benz

Stephanie Block

Hafsa Burt

Karen Caldwell

Holly Cuggino

Valerie Dorfman

Jacqueline Erdman

Lauren Erickson

Aquila Farrell

Jennifer Fearon

Kenzie Ferguson

Claire & Jeff Fluhr

Lisa & Douglas Goldman

Candace & Don Kagin

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev &
Ovadia Kalev

Jim & Courtney Labe

Patrick McCabe

Emily Millman

Rita Benton Milner

Ms. Deborah Mosser &
Mr. Donny MacLean |l

Ms. Susan O'Brien

Nazan & Charles Orr

Ramchandra Rajeshinde

Stephanie Roumeliotes

Joanna Sachs

Aliya Sana

San Francisco Opera Guild
Marin Chapter

Gail Shifman

Ms. Kristen Sorensen

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Taube

Stephanie Tuttle

Vista Grande Donor Advised Fund

James Warren

Constance Wyatt

Chip Zecher

$1,000 to $2,499

Marie L. Allman

Aubrey Brewster

Alisa Burgess-Blajwas

Ron & Beverly Borelli

Rada Brooks

Maria Castellucci

Kathleen Coffino

Shannon Cronan

Amr & Rasha Dessouki

George Drysdale

Sandra Farris

Darla Fisher

The Martin E. Goldhaber, Sally W. Goldhaber
and Loisann Jacovitz Philanthropic Fund

Joel Goodrich

Ronny Michael Greenberg

Roman Gronkowski

Lisa Guerra

Helen Lin-Murphy Foundation

Peggy Hill

Lin Huber

Barbara & Ron Kaufman,
in honor of Rhea Friend

Juanita Kizor

Sofia Koshevatsky

Joan Lavorgna

Celeste Lee-Bobroff

Brenda Leff

Uyanga Lewis

Ms. Betsy Linder

Kathie & Dexter Lowry

Joy Harper Mbanugo

Susan Malott

Blake McCall

Peggy Newton

Susan Peick

Lisa S. Pritzker & Family,
in honor of Rhea Friend

Ursula Ralph

Rampell Family Fund

Laurie Reich

Stephanie Robinson

Eve Wertsch

Christopher Wiseman

Sandra Woliver



SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD EDUCATION FUND

The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco
Opera Guild's Education Fund by July 31, 2025. For information on supporting the Guild's Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter Alfred Hartley The Malin Family Joyce Reitman

Romana D'Angelo Bracco Jane Hartley Susan & James Malott Venetta & John Rohal
Karen & Anton Bruehl James Heagy Lois Manbert Diane Rubin

Paula & Bandel Carano Barbara Henry Anne Marie Massocca Deborah Sagues

The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Margaret D. Hill Kathleen McEligot San Francisco Opera Guild,
Mary Corroon Jacquelin H. Hume$ Teresa & Mark Medearis East Bay Chapter
Beverly Coughlin Arlene Inch Karen Merritt San Francisco Opera Guild,
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg Katie & Claude Jarman Virginia MillerS Marin Chapter

Olivia Hsu Decker Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin Susan Mooradian San Francisco Opera Guild,
Carol & Dixon Doll Diana Kissil & John Cullison Mary Louise Myers Peninsula Chapter

Delia Fleishhacker EhrlichS Karen J. Kubin Susan O'Brien Ann Simpson

Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation Joan & John Lavorgna Elizabeth Pfau$ Claire Collins Skall

Anna Freiman Cynthia Livermore Maria Pitcaim$ Susan Tamagni

Ann & Daniel Girard Eileen D. Ludwig$ Mary & Bill Poland

Katharine Hanrahan$ Cathy & Angus MacNaughton Ursula Ralph § deceased

CHARLOT D. MALIN SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD EDUCATION FUND

We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by July 31, 2025 in memory of
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/ charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy Sue Firestone Nicola Luisotti Deborah Sagues
Elizabeth Birka-White Claire Fluhr Susan & James Malott San Francisco Opera Guild,
Kristy Brabec Malin Giddings John McQuaid East Bay Chapter

Erik Breivik Ann & Daniel Girard Gene & Richard Morey John Shea

Barbara Brown Daniel & Inger Golob Christina Noren Mai Shiver

Martha Chesley Sigrun Graeff Bernard & Barbro Osher Sarah Somberg

Shannon & Dan Cronin Rong Hu John & Sherry Peterson Kimberlee Stryker

Suzy Kellems Dominik Arlene Inch Bill & Mary Poland Swartz Foundation

Sean Dowdall Cynthia Schreuder Kalev Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP Barbara Traisman

Lynne Edminster Juanita Kizor Karen Richardson Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez
Jennifer Emerson Nina Klotz Karen Ann Richardson Family Foundation

IN-KIND DONATIONS
August 1, 2024 through July 31, 2025

42nd Street Moon Musical Theater Company
J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling
Castellucci Napa Valley
Cheree Berry Paper & Design
Freddy Clarke
Drew Altizer Photography
Festival Napa Valley
Gordon P. Getty
Haute Living Magazine
Kate's Single Batch Toffee
Mr. Fred M. Levin
Maison Francis Kurkdjian
Maisons Marques & Domaines
Mr. Jorge Maumer
McCalls Catering & Events
Music to My Ears
Neiman Marcus San Francisco
Nob Hill Gazette
Piedmont Piano Company
Presidio Theatre
San Francisco Opera
San Francisco Playhouse
Scharffenberger Cellars
Soiree Valet
The St. Regis San Francisco

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and
community engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the
Merola Opera Program.
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professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of
the Merola Opera Program include Leona Mitchell, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra,
Karen Slack, Elza van den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Zheng Cao, Joyce DiDonato, Susan
Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, Stuart Skelton, Noah Stewart, Rolando Villazon, Thomas
Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, Patrick Summers, and numerous other opera luminaries.
Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org.

ADMINISTRATION

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER STAFF
Carrie-Ann Matheson, Artistic Director
Markus Beam, General Manager

Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carlyn Clause

Michael Colbruno

The Hon. Marie Bertillion
Collins

Lucca Colombelli

George Crow

Jeanne Dorward

Aaron Fan

John Garfinkle

OFFICERS

Barbara Bruser Clark, Chair

Dr. James Cross, President
Patrick Wilken, Vice Chair
Stephen Zilles, Treasurer
Carol Weitz, Secretary

Ruth Uchimura, Vice President
Beatrice Gomory, Vice President

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg
Dr. David D. Stein
Zarana Udani

Susan York

Dennis Zhang

Sean Waugh, Executive Director
Alek Shrader,

Director of Membership & Engagement
Victoria Lam,

Board Relations & Operations Manager
Zoe Swift,

Member Services & Development Manager
Zach Salsburg-Frank,

Artist Services & Programs Manager

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
Mary Sue Bizzarri
Jayne C. Davis

DIRECTORS

Amii Barnard-Bahn
Robert H. Beadle
Adam Arthur Bier
Jennifer Brahm
James Busterud
Camille Chan

Mary Henderson
Greer Hopkins
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Dr. Myron Marx
Donald L. McGee
Robert B. Mison
Carlos Penikis

Peggy Dennis

David S. Hugle

Dr. Joan B. Kelly
Lindsay MacDermid$
Anita Weissberg

RADAR Nonprofit Solutions,
Financial Operations Advisor

Carla Befera & Company,
Marketing & Public Relations

Scott Holman, Graphic Design

Kristen Loken, Photographer

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous gifts
totaling $1,000 or more made between October 1, 2024 and September 15, 2025, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

BRONZE CIRCLE
$1,000-$1,999
Ms. Linda Barrett
Jennifer Bienaime & Josh Fiedler
Ms. Lucia Bogatay
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Coffin
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Elayne Dauber
Ms. Lenora Desmas
Judy Elman Harris & Gordon Harris
John P. & Cecelia G. Eurich
Five Arts Foundation
Hugh & Ceseli Foster*
Barbara B. Friede
Scott Gable & Patti Kim
Steven Goldberg & Sandee Blechman*
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Charles F. Hanes*
Joseph H. Harris Jr.,
in memory of Joseph H. Harris &
Margaret A. Harris
lan Hinchcliffe & Marjorie Shapiro*
Beatrice & Richard Hoppe
Dr. Hing On Hsu
Judit Jackovics*
Candace Kahn
Monique Kaufman
Ms. Nelda Kilguss*
Mr. Sven Kjaersgaard
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa
Leerink Partners
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson
Richard & Cynthia Livermore
Ms. Eugenia Loken
Mr. William Lokke
Rich Martini & Markham Miller
John & Tessa Melvin
Scott & Andrea Nagelson
Ms, Erika Nelson & Mr. Guy Cross
Timothy Offensend
Dr. & Mrs, Hans Orup*
Jeraldine Palazzi
Suzanna G. Pollak*
Ms. Susan K. Prather
Richard Reeder
Ms, Kathleen Rydar*
San Francisco Opera Guild
Marin Chapter
Carl Schaper
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David L. & Barbara G. Sloss
Ms. Cherrill Spencer & Mr. Rick Leder*
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &
Mr. Richard R. Rossi
Mrs. Diana Wild
Ms. Shirley Woo &
Mr. David Rosenfeld

SILVER CIRCLE
$2,000-$2,999
Mr. David N. Barnard*
Amii Barnard-Bahn & Michael Bahn*
Ms. Brooke Bourland
Raymond & Minnie Chinn*
Mr. Michael Colbruno
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority—
San Francisco Alumnae Chapter
Aaron Fan
Mr. Peter Felleman
Michael A. Harrison &
Susan Graham Harrison
Mary Henderson
Wilma Horwitz
The Martin E. Goldhaber,
Sally W. Goldhaber &
Loisann Jacovitz Philanthropic
Fund of the Jewish Community
Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh*
Ms. Andrea G. Julian
Gretchen B. Kimball*
Kathe & Ben Lange
Miss Renee O. Leap
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly
Anne L. Morton
Carlos Penikis
Dr. Andrew Rombakis*
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson
Mr. Dennis Zhang
Anonymous

GOLD CIRCLE
$3,000-5$4,999
Robert H. Beadle
Sara & Lars Borg
Ellen Boyle

Ms. Langley Brandt

Keith Doerge*

Ms. Evamarie Doering &
Mr. Robert Munday*

Roberta & Mark Emerson

Beatrice & Paul Gomory

Ms. Theresa Hallinan

Mr. Fred Hartwick

Greer & Thayer Hopkins*

Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly

Mr. Daniel J. Mardesich

Myron Marx & Cora Yang

Mr. Donald L. McGee

Mr. Robert B. Mison*

Cathy & Howard Moreland

Mrs. Pamela Murdock

Umpqua Bank

San Francisco Opera Guild
East Bay Chapter

William Karl Schwarze Trust

Mr. Steven Shladover

Ms. Jean Shuler

Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting

Ruth Uchimura

Jessica Vapnek*

Bruce & Fran Walker

Anonymous

PLATINUM CIRCLE
$5,000-$7,499
James Scott Bays
David Bertoni*
Mr. James Busterud*
Janet Cluff*
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain
Valerie Crane Dorfman*
Dr. James Cross &
Mr. Charles Antonen*
Peter & Jayne Davis
Ms, Jeanne Dorward*
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
James Heagy,
in memory of Janey Heagy
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein &
Ms. Susan English*
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey*
Eve & Niall Lynch

Midge & Shireen Mansouri
Mrs. Richard Ralph

Miss Dorothy Schimke
Moya Verzhbinsky

Ms. Ann L. Williamson*
Susan York

Mr. & Mrs. ZdericS
Stephen & Connie Zilles

CRESCENDO CIRCLE
$7,500-$9,999

Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd
Karen J. Kubin*

Betty Maddux*

James R Meehan*

Anonymous

DIAMOND CIRCLE

$10,000-$14,999

AT&T

Richard Bastoni

The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins &
Mr. Leonard Collins

Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson

Mr. Robert A Ellis*

Mary Foote

Anne & Jeffrey Katz*

Mr. John Lee

Mr. Paul D. Nordine

Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg

The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson
Foundation

Bob & Terri Ryan*

Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs*

Dr. David D. Stein &
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner*

Ms. Faye Wilson*

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
$15,000-$29,999
George Crow*
Chan Family Fund of the

Yolo Community Foundation*
John L. Garfinkle*
Grants for the Arts
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv
Bernice Lindstrom
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein*

Sack Family Fund

Carla Sarett

Jack & Betty Schafer

In honor of Blanche Streeter

In Memory of Cameron Waterman
Diane B. Wilsey

CHAIR'S CIRCLE

$30,000+

The Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund

Eloise Bouye Foundation

Jennifer & Chris Brahm*

Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark*

Mrs. Annina R. Demmon*

Frances K. & Charles D. Field
Foundation

Ms. Annie Nunan

Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler

2025 MEROLA ANNUAL BENEFIT
SPONSORS

MAGNUM OPUS |
EXCLUSIVE EVENT SPONSOR
Diane B. Wilsey

OVERTURE

Robert H. Beadle

Jennifer & Chris Brahm
Janet Cluff

Amy Roth & Robert Epstein

ENSEMBLE
Gretchen B. Kimball

DUET

Camille Chan

Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg
Umpqua Bank

ARIA

The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins
Angeles Investments

Jeanne Dorward

Candace Zander Kahn

Ramchandra Rajeshinde

Drs. Pamela Zell Rigg & Richard Rigg
Carol Weitz

S deceased *North Star Circle



CORPORATE Southwest Airlines INDIVIDUAL James Cross & Charles Patti Kim & Scott Gable
Bay Area Graphics United Airlines Jennifer & Chris Brahm Antonen Ronny Michael
FitnessSF White Rock Vineyards James Busterud Susan Graham Greenberg
Piedmont Piano John Churchwell Greer & Thayer Hopkins Jana Mclintyre

Rigg Estate Vineyards

IN-KIND DONORS

Antonia Cross

Jean Kellogg

Robert Mollicone
Betty Newman
Aryeh Nussbaum-Cohen

Lucas & Irina Meachem

Bob & Terri Ryan
Elza van den Heever
Carol Weitz

Pene Pati

Matthew Piatt

Ken & Barbara Adams
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson
Kathleen H. Barr$
Mr. James Bays
Robert H. Beadle
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri
Donna Blacker$
Joanne R. Bourland$
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown
Barbara Bruser Clark
Sandra K. Buehler$
Mr. Donald Buhman & Mr. Wray Humphrey$
Russell P. Chappell
Donna Chazen
Maureen Clarke$
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd
Janet Cluff
Mr. Michael Colbruno
Jose Maria Condemi
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Crow Jr.
Mr. Gerald F. Currier &
Mr. Cleveland M. Smith
Peter & Jayne Davis
Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean$
Mr. Stephen Drewes
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly
Dr. Ranveig N. Elvebakk & Mr. Thomas Farren
Roberta & Mark Emerson

MEROLA LEGACY SOCIETY

The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust, or other estate plans.
For more information on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call 415-936-2324.

Mary & TomS Foote

Mr. Milton J. MoskS & Mr. Thomas E. Foutch

Mario Fracchia

Barbara B. Friede

Joseph & Antonia Friedman

Magda Gabali

Mr. John Garfinkle

Ms. Pamela George

Elaine Gerstler & Booker Holton

Mrs. Rolf Gille

Diana Lum & Dave Gomberg

Beatrice & Paul Gomory

Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant

Ursula Grunfeld

Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley

Mr. James Heagy

Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv

Ms. Marian Huntoon

Dagmar L. JamisonS

Joanie Juster

Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman

Ms. Jean Kellogg

Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly

Eiko Kikawada

Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &
Mr. Peter Eggleton

Ken Kolby

Ms. Barbara F. Kral

Mrs. Barbara Graham Kreissler

Mr. Eric W. Kritz8

Joan Shelbourne Kwansa

Olive Lawton

John Lee

Ms. Marcia Leonhardts
Bernice Lindstrom

Jean$ & Lindsay$ MacDermid
Betty Maddux

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA
Myron Marx & Cora Yang

Ms. Denise E. Mauldin

Chris McCrum

Bill Medigovich®

Ms. Christine Miller & Mr. Gary Glaser
J. Sanford Miller

Mr. Robert B. Mison

D. G. Mitchell

Cathy & Howard Moreland
Ms. Camille Morishige
Thelma Morris

Albert L. Mosher

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O'HanlonS
Brenda Osborne

Frances Quittel

Mr. Glenn H. Reid$

Mr. Robert Robertson

Dr. Andrew Rombakis

Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt
Louise A. Russell

Kenneth Ruta’

Bob & Terri Ryan

Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs

Debra R. Schoenberg
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling
Jean A. Sherlin
Natalie O. Shuttleworth
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss
Ms. Sue SommerS
Nancy Soper$
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner
Ms. Blanche Germain StreeterS
Dr. Sam Thal$
Miss Carol Tomlinson$
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell
Leslys VedderS
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho
Doug & Dawn Von Qualen
Ms. Gladys Wagman$
Bruce & Fran Walker
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &

Mr. Richard R. Rossi
Mr. Patrick Wilken
Ms. Ann L. Williamson
Susan York
Ms. Heather Young
Mrs. John A, ZdericS
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles
Anonymous

§ deceased

IN MEMORY OF
Lindsay MacDermid
Janey Heagy

TRIBUTES
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made
memorial and honorary donations between October 1, 2024 and September 15, 2025.

IN HONOR OF
Robert Beadle
Barbara Bruser Clark

Carlyn Clause
Michael Colbruno
Robert Mison

David Stein and Phyllis Kempner
Blanche Streeter
Peggy Zeigler

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM ENDOWMENT

The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support
the following endowment funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund
Amici di Merola Fund

The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund

Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund

Blair Scholarship Fund

John S. Brooks Memorial Fund

Florence Bruce Fund

Bruser Family Fund

Carlton F. Bryan Fund

Betty Cable Fund

Annette Campbell-White, in honor of Zheng Cao
Zheng Cao Opera Fund

Cooper Endowment Fund

Darwin Memorial Fund

Reid and Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund

Grace A. Diem and Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund

In memory of Jean Donnell Fund

The Philip L. Eaton Endowment Fund

Querita Eybel Endowment Fund

Mr.and Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund

Nicholas and Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund

John L. Garfinkle
Al Garren Fund

Richard and Rhoda Goldman Study Grant Support Fund

Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund
Gropper Memorial Fund

Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund

Otto Guth Fund

Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund

In memory of James T. Heavey Fund
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund
George Hoffman Endowment Fund
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund
The Jacobs Family Trust

In memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner and David D. Stein Endowment Fund

Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund
Sandra McCabe Fund

Meltzer Family Memorial Fund

Merola Members Endowment Fund
The Vivienne E. Miller Scholarship Fund

Albert L. Mosher and John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund
Milton J. Mosk and Thomas E. Foutch Endowment Fund

Vija Hovgard Nadai Endowment Fund

Verna Osborne Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund
Rusty and Mike Rolland Fund
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund
Mary Roy Fund
Schick Memorial Fund
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund
The Shenson Family Fund
Richard Strauss Endowment Fund
Blanche Germain Streeter Fund
Margery Tede Endowment Fund
Sam H. Thal Trust Fund
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund
Dickson Titus Ill Fund
Suzanne Turley Fund
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund
Bruce Walker and the Chisholm Foundation,
in honor of Leontyne Price
Frank W. and Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund
In memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999.

Sdeceased *North Star Circle

encoreplus.app 77



POSTLUDE

Connecting Humanity through The Monkey King

BY GENERAL DIRECTOR MATTHEW SHILVOCK

t a time when life seems evermore

defined by division, places that

bring us together are increasingly
important and sacred. Nature is one; the
theater is another. Places that inspire awe
remind us that we are a part of a larger
ecosystem defined by the thing that
connects us—our humanity.

This hunger for connection is why it is
particularly exciting when a work like The
Monkey King emerges. Not only does it bring us into a
sense of shared humanity inside the theater, but its
multiple layers of meaning connect us globally. The
Monkey King is a part of a cultural bridge between Asia
and North America that we at San Francisco Opera are
proud to reinforce.

The Monkey King has been generating audience and
philanthropic interest with an intensity matched only by
the Ring, and I've been thinking a great deal about why this
is so. For those who know Fourney to the West (the late 16th-
century epic from which The Monkey King is excerpted),
this is a story with often deeply nostalgic roots: comic
books and cartoons people grew up with; stories told to
them by grandparents. For people new to Fourney to the
West, it is a wonderful joy to get to know this novel blending
page-turning heroism with a deeply spiritual core.

I've been struggling to find Western equivalents that
resonate across generations with such immediate appeal.
The Odyssey, The Lord of the Rings, and Harry Potter all
have elements but not quite the same kaleidoscopic
appeal. The Monkey King is a character of infinite re-
invention. His unique blend of power, irreverence, magic,
and spirituality allows us to view him through many
lenses. Like one of the 72 Earthly Transformations the
Monkey acquires, he has the ability to split into a thousand
versions of himself. Each one can mean something
different but still be the Monkey.

This resilience of infinite reimagination makes Monkey a
perfect operatic character for a global stage. He is at once
archetypal myth, relatable rogue, and wise sage. He has the
skills to take on gods and monsters, but at his core he is

CODY PICKENS

looking for safety, security, and acceptance.
He is the superhero version of us, flaws and
all.

We are hopeful that 1he Monkey King will
journey west across the Pacific and play in
opera houses in Asia, much as Dream of the
Red Chamber (another of the four classics of
Chinese literature) did when it went from
San Francisco to Hong Kong, Beijing,
Wuhan, and Changsha in 2017.

San Francisco is uniquely positioned to be a bridge of
cultural understanding between Asia and the US. Not only
are we one of the closest major US cities to Asia, the
cultures of both continents are inextricably linked in the
identity of this city. That synergy has been deeply felt here
at San Francisco Opera over many decades. The first
Chinese singer to make an international career, bass-
baritone Yi-Kwei Sze (8 4£), made his US debut in San
Francisco as the King in Aida in 1950. San Francisco Opera
was the first Western opera company to perform in China
following the Cultural Revolution, when our affiliate
Western Opera Theater toured to China, beginning an
important relationship with the Shanghai Conservatory of
Music and the legendary head of their Vocal Program,
Madame Zhou Xiaoyan (F/\3%).

Creating a canon of Asian and American-Asian works
at San Francisco Opera is a natural extension of these long
and deeply meaningful connections between our two
continents: Amy Tan and Stewart Wallace’s The
Bonesetter’s Daughter, Bright Sheng and David Henry
Hwang’s Dream of the Red Chamber, and now Huang Ruo
and David Henry Hwang’s The Monkey King.

We have plans for additional works in this vitally
important canon, which we hope will continue both to
deepen trust that our stage is a place where all in the Bay
Area can connect, and introduce new audiences to these
classics of world literature. Whether you grew up with
Sun Wukong (The Monkey King) or are meeling him for
the first time here at the Opera, The Monkey King is an
opportunity to rise above the things that divide us and
embrace the things that we share.

CONNECT WITH MATTHEW VIA INSTAGRAM AND EMAIL.

MATTHEW _SHILVOCK
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Elektra
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