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Virtual & In-Person Drama Camps & Classes

BOOK NOW @ WWW.SCT.ORG

No financial barriers. Payment plans are need-based and scholarships are available. 



STARFISH PROJECT 
STAFF
Dr. M. Crystal Yingling
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Kyle Hartmann
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
MANAGER

DOCUMENTARY 
TEAM
Masao Yamada
DOCUMENTARY 
COORDINATOR

Terrence Jeffrey Santos
FILM MENTOR

DOCUMENTARY 
STUDENTS
Wheeda Abud
Beata Landes
Kaitlyn Nyangate
Cole Swanson
Jonathan Tran
Dev Vasquez

WORKSHOP & 
TRAINING LEADERS 
Olisa Enrico
Donte Felder
Tanisha Felder
Jasmine Mahmoud
Michaud Savage
Julie Chang Schulman
Jay O’Leary Woods
Dr. M. Crystal Yingling

THANK YOU TO 
OUR STARFISH 
PROJECT FUNDERS: 
ArtsWA
Foundry 10
Suzanne Hittman
Tulalip Tribes

SPECIAL THANKS
Leah Adcock-Starr
Blue Cone Studios
Ricky German
Ground Zero Radio
Guitar Center
Carolyn Hitt
Madison Holland

Darrell Jamieson
Gentle McGaughey
Seattle Central College
Gail Selhaurst
Ford Serna
Stitches
Rachel Street

UW Drama
Vera Project
Washington Ensemble 
Theatre

Handa, Yoh

PRESENTS

2020 VISION: THROUGH OUR EYES
An original work created and presented by STARFISH Students

Directed by 
MICHELLE MATLOCK

Music Direction by 
GREGOIRÉ SÉXTON BROWN

Playing ON DEMAND May 28th – June 6th, 2021

Production Students 
LEYLA ADAM

NAJ ALI
KATHY CAMPOS
ZOLA CASSIDY
NATIVIA COLE

MESSIAH FAGERHOLM
FERNANDO JUAREZ

BEATA LANDES
COLE SWANSON
MADELYN ZANDT

Mentors 
 ERIN BEDNARZ Sound Design
 VADA BRICEÑO Lighting Design
 KATHLEEN LE COZE Scenic / Props Design
 RAJAH MAKONNEN Video / Projections Design
 TARIQ SAHALI Carpentry / Engineering
 K.D. SCHILL Costume Design

Poster design by Messiah Fagerholm 

encorespotlight.com   3



ABOUT STARFISH PROJECT
Launched in 2017, STARFISH Project is a free after-school 
technical theatre training program for high school students 
in South Seattle schools. Working with professional mentors 
(members of the IATSE Locals 15, 488, and 887, USA 829, and 
the Western WA Theatrical Training Trust) with a 5:1 student to 
mentor ratio, our students are empowered to design, build, and 
manage all technical aspects of a fully staged production. Our 
mission is to fascinate diverse high-school aged youth with the 
world of backstage storytelling and the array of reliable, often-
unionized career opportunities available in our industry. 

To-date there have been 6 projects with 141 students 
participating in 679 project hours, 90 workshops, and 23 
performances. There is another project underway where 
STARFISH students are learning filming and documentary skills. 
Stay tuned for the release of this student-led documentary! 

In the 2020–21 project, STARFISH students have written, 
designed, composed music, produced, and will present 2020 
Vision: Through our Eyes, a film that highlights their experiences 
and perspectives throughout this past tumultuous year. We are 
thrilled to share that with you now—enjoy!

STARFISH Students 
learn stage makeup

PAUL HEPPNER  
President, Publisher

KAJSA PUCKETT  
Vice President, Sales & Marketing

CIARA CAYA  
Marketing Coordinator

GENAY GENEREUX  
Accounting & Office Manager

BRIEANNA HANSEN  
Account Executive

SHAUN SWICK  
Brand & Creative Manager

Encore Media Group
PO Box 30784
Seattle, WA 98113-0784
800.308.2898 • 206.443.0445
info@encoremediagroup.com
encoremediagroup.com

Encore—Connecting Arts, Culture 
and Community.

Encore Media Group 
acknowledges that we are on 
the lands of the Duwamish 
People, and their other Coast 
Salish relations—past and 
present. We recognize that 
these lands are unceeded, and 
support the Duwamish Tribe in 
their struggle to gain Federal 
Tribal Recognition. We honor 
with gratitude the land itself. 
This acknowledgement does 
not take the place of authentic 
relationships with Indigenous 
communities, which we seek 
to build. We hope that this step 
of honoring these lands, and 
the First People of Seattle who 
remain their stewards will help 
us become better neighbors 
to the Duwamish Tribe and all 
the people who have called the 
Pacific Northwest home since 
time immemorial.
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“When and how did you realize that a global pandemic 
would change your life as you knew it?”

This was the prompt that I gave to the STARFISH students as a writing 
exercise that was meant to be a break from the original writing they were 
working on for this project. After 20 minutes of free writing, they shared 
what they wrote with the group, and I was moved by each of their per-
spectives and authentic answers. It became very clear to everyone in the 
“room” that these would be the important stories that must be told for this 
year’s STARFISH Project, 2020 Vision: Through Our Eyes.

During the past year of shelter in place and social distancing, we have 
heard a lot of noise from opinionated news heads, politicians, and busi-
ness owners from all over the country. Now, this show is a rare moment to 
hear the voices of young people who are just entering adulthood and are 
the future brilliant minds of this country. Their stories are so relatable and 
unfathomable all at once. I am completely mesmerized by every unique 
piece of poetry and prose in this original work. Each story connects and 
weaves in a way that shows us more similarities than differences among 
us, and I am inspired by the premise of the piece that has naturally unfold-
ed: accepting change leads to hope and optimism.

As a director, my desire is to guide the process so that it hopefully deliv-
ers a dynamic and whole journey for each artist and the audience. Yes, it 
is a challenge to present this show online and not in person in a theater. 
However, it has been extraordinary to teach students that don’t let any-
thing, not even a global pandemic, stop them from creating and producing 
their work. It has also been an amazing experience and an absolute honor 
to work with the very talented team of designers, mentors and producers 
that make up the STARFISH Project at Intiman Theatre. This has been a 
true collaboration. Thank you everybody!

—Michelle Matlock

A NOTE
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR
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STUDENTS

Wheeda Abud
’18 ALUM

Fernando Juarez
‘17, ’18 ALUM

Kathy Campos

Messiah Fagerholm
’18, ’19 ALUM

Leyla Adam
’19 ALUM

Zola Cassidy
’19 ALUM

Naj Ali
’18 ALUM

Nativia Cole
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Cole Swanson
’19 ALUM

Madelyn Zandt
’17, ’18 ALUM

Beata Landes
’18, ’19 ALUM

Jonathan Tran

Kaitlyn Nyangate

Dev Vasquez
’18 ALUM



DIRECTORS

Filming for 2020 VISION: 
THROUGH OUR EYES at the 
Broadway Performance Hall

Gregoiré Séxton Brown
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Gregoiré Séxton Brown (he/him), 
better known by stage name “Sax 
G”, is a multidisciplinary artist. 
As a musician he’s worked with 

Brainfeeder’s Georgia Anne Muldrow, Shady Records’ 
and internet favorite Conway, The Machine. His last 
performances being at SXSW and the Northwest 
FolkLife Festival. 

Michelle Matlock
DIRECTOR

Michelle Nicole Matlock (she/
her) is the founder of Circle 
Up Productions (CUP), a live 
entertainment and performing 

arts education company based in Tacoma, WA. 
Currently, Michelle is the curator of Puget Sound 
Revels, Our Truths-An Evening of Global Majority 
Stories and leading several online Power of Play 
Clown Workshops. Michelle has been a part of the 
entertainment industry for over 25 years and had 
the honor of being the first African American to 
create a main character for Cirque du Soleil. She 
toured with Cirque’s big top show OVO for close 
to 10 years. Prior to Cirque du Soleil, Michelle 
spent 15 years as a performing artist, teacher 
and producer in New York City. During that time, 
she toured her critically acclaimed solo show The 
Mammy Project across North and South America 
and had the pleasure of working in the NY theater 
and circus scene, playing with Big Apple Circus 
Clown Care, Circus Amok and The Bindlestiff 
Family Cirkus. Michelle grew up in Tacoma, WA., 
studied theater for 3 years at Western Washington 
University in Bellingham, WA. and is a Graduate 
of the National Shakespeare Conservatory in 
New York City. 
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MENTORS
Kathleen Le Coze
SCENIC/PROPS DESIGN MENTOR

Kathleen Le Coze (she/her) is 
a Pacific Northwest base 3D 
Experience Designer, Technical 
Theatre Mentor and Professional. 

She has cultivated ten year of experience in the live 
entertainment, film, and events industry working both 
in corporate and theatre. In addition to her love for 
theatre and design she also serves on the Friends of 
the Conservatory Events Committee contributing to the 
Volunteer Park Conservatory. 

K.D. Schill
COSTUME DESIGN MENTOR

K.D. Schill (she/her) has nearly 
30 years experience with almost 
every facet of Costume Design 
and Wardrobe. She has been a 

cutter, stitcher, draper, assistant to the Designer and 
Costume Designer. She has worked in the wardrobe 
dept in films, music videos and the theatre as dresser, 
wig crew and wardrobe supervisor. She is a proud 
member of TWU 887. The theatres she has worked 
with include Seattle Rep, Intiman, ACT, 5th Avenue, 
On the Boards, Spectrum Dance, Seattle Shakespeare 
Co., Book it Repertory, Strawberry Theatre Workshop 
and Portland Playhouse. She has worked on the films 
of the Directors Wes Hurley, Lynn Shelton, Charles 
Mudede and Norma Jean Straw. The choreographers 
she has collaborated with include Pat Graney, Donald 
Byrd, Alice Ghosti, 33 Fainting Spells and Maureen 
Whiting. She has worked with the students in The 
Starfish Project, Cornish College of the Arts, Holy 
Names Academy, Kennedy Catholic High School,The 
Northwest School and The Evergreen School. K.D. 
has a BFA in fibers/textiles from the University 
of Washington and worked for many years as a 
production weaver. Which made her a firm believer 
that there are many different paths that lead to a life in 
the theatre and that she hopes to be able to help many 
along theirs.

Erin Bednarz
SOUND DESIGN 
MENTOR

Erin Bednarz (she/her) is 
a storyteller, connector, 
and sound fanatic 

who has lived in Seattle, WA for over a 
decade. Her career has taken her to regional 
theaters, Off-Broadway productions, award 
ceremonies, news publications, institutions, 
and classrooms around the country. Also 
an arts administrator, musician, actor, and 
producer, Erin has a particular knack for new 
work and takes a dramaturgical approach 
to most things. She is a community minded 
person, and attributes her path to each 
collaborative relationship she’s made along 
the way. more at erinbednarz.com

Vada Briceño
LIGHTING DESIGN 
MENTOR

Vada Briceño (she/
her) discovered her 
passion for lighting after 

her first theatre production in high school. 
She graduated from DePaul University 
with a BFA in Lighting Design and served 
as the Lighting Design Intern at Seattle 
Repertory Theatre for the 2016–2017 
season. She joined the Lightswitch team in 
2019. Her favorite credits include leading 
the Overwatch League 2018-2019 team as 
the Lighting Director, tour programmer for 
Esperanza Spaulding ’12 Little Spells Tour’ 
and serving as a Lighting Designer for the 
Nerf Tour stops. In her spare time, Vada 
enjoys sketching and finding new ways to 
push the envelope on every production.
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Messiah Fagerholm filming for 2020 
VISION: THROUGH OUR EYES

Rajah Makonnen
MENTOR

Rajah Makonnen (he/
him) is a multimedia artist 
based out of Seattle who 
specializes in projection 

and video based art. His installation videos 
often explore themes of media history and the 
ephemeral nature of the era of digital media.

Tariq Sahali
MENTOR

Howdy folks! I am Tariq 
Sahali and I am recognized 
for my technical aptitude, 
troubleshooting perception, 

technical evangelism and presentation style. 
This recognition has earned the nickname—
tarqnology. Tarqnology is my ability to convey 
technical information in a non-technical 
manner to advanced & non-technical users of 
technology. Specifically, my technical expertise 
encompasses enterprise information technology 
support, digital media development and delivery 
(broadcasting), and Nanotechnology—an 
applied science. In IT, I am responsible for 
delivering timely technical solutions of varying 
scopes (Hardware, software, networking, 
and peripherals) to the end-user in dramatic, 
educational  & theatrical environments. Having 
the ability to “put myself in their shoes”, a keen 
sense of empathy coupled with a supreme 
level of patience, and the know-how, has made 
Theatre Tech IT—“my thing”. In the world of 
Digital Media development, I’m responsible for 
planning, test scripting and quality assurance 
of hardware and software applications, 
coordination of content delivery via multiple 
sources, and addressing individuals or large 
groups to advancements of future digital 
production concepts and tools; lessons are 
available. So when you get a chance, talk nerdy 
to me.

MENTORS
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Dr. M. Crystal Yingling
INTIMAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Dr. Yingling (she/they) is a 
queer, multifaceted, innovation 
igniter. They first connected with 
Intiman in 2015 as founder of 

the Emerging Artist Program (IEAP), an initiative to 
increase diversity and racial equity in theatre. Recently 
completing their doctorate with the University of 
Southern California’s Global Executive Doctorate of 
Education program, Crystal also holds an MFA in 
Arts Leadership and a Bachelor of Music in Vocal 
Performance. A long-time consultant for JEDI, 
Interculturalism, and Leadership, Crystal has worked 
with leading organizations, spoken at conferences, 
and led workshops around the world. Formerly, Crystal 
was an Adjunct Professor at Seattle University, and 
is a retired U.S. Army Special Operations Officer who 
worked with NGOs in North & West Africa, Europe, 
and Asia on arts and cultural programming to effect 
positive change.

Kyle Hartmann
INTIMAN EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS MANAGER

Kyle Hartmann (he/him) is a 
producer, performer, and educator 
dedicated to making theatre 

that disrupts cultural hegemony through education, 
conversation, and community-led collaboration. He is 
an alum of the 2017 Intiman Emerging Artist Program 
and has managed Intiman’s STARFISH Project since 
2018. He holds a B.A. in Theater from UMass Amherst 
where he discovered his true passion for collaborative 
theatremaking. He is also a core organizer with Seattle 
Independent Artist Sustainability Effort (SIASE) and an 
adult advisor for the Seattle Youth Council. Kyle owes 
his inspiration and hope for the future to the STARFISH 
Project students.

Masao Yamada
DOCUMENTARY 
COORDINATOR

Masao Yamada (he/
him) works in the music 
industry and with youth 

empowerment organizations. He is Co-
Founder of projectUcan, and is part of the 
City of Seattle, Creative Advantage initiative. 
He is currently launching a new form of 
mixed media for youth as the Program 
Manager for Ground Zero Radio at the 
Vera Project.

Terrence Jeffrey 
Santos
FILM MENTOR

Terrence Jeffrey Santos 
(he/him) is a Seattle 
based filmmaker. 

Regional Emmy awardee (2016). Former 
Design Director of Video for the University 
of Washington Athletics marketing 
department. Starfish Documentary Mentor. 
Currently filming for his Filipinx Food Seattle 
documentary. Serving as part or full owner 
of @musangtinos @filipinxfoodseattle 
@anaktoykompany & @loveandpicnics.

EDUCATION & 
DOCUMENTARY TEAM
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Intiman Theatre uses the power of story and education to activate dialogue, 
confront inequity, and build collective joy. Intiman is now the professional theatre-
in-residence at Seattle Central College in Capitol Hill. The company won the 
2006 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre, the 2018 Gregory Award 
for Outstanding Musical, 2018 Teeny Award, 2019 Mayor’s Arts Award, and is 
overseen by Artistic Director, Jennifer Zeyl; Managing Director, Amy Zimerman; 
and Board President, Jasmine Mahmoud. The company retired a historic $2.7m 
in debt & obligations in 2018 and remains debt-free.

Since its founding in 1972, Intiman Theatre has presented over 230 productions 
to Seattle audiences. Among the more recent of these are THE EVENTS by David 
Grieg, HIR by Taylor Mac, BULRUSHER by Eisa Davis, NATIVE GARDENS by Karen 
Zacarías, ANGELS IN AMERICA by Tony Kushner, TROUBLE IN MIND and WEDDING 
BAND by Alice Childress, BOOTYCANDY and BARBECUE by Robert O’hara, and 
DRAGON LADY by Sara Porkalob.

In 2021, Intiman moved its operations to the campus of Seattle Central College 
(SCC), where it will produce at Broadway Performance Hall and Erickson Theatre. 
Intiman provides quality, free arts education opportunities through programs 
such as, free arts education opportunities through programs such as: STARFISH 
Project, Intiman Emerging Artist Program, South End Stories (a fiscally sponsored 
community partner), and, beginning this fall, an Associate of Arts Degree 
providing behind the scenes technical skills training for theatre, film, TV and more 
in partnership with SCC. To learn more visit www.intiman.org.

STAFF
Jennifer Zeyl
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Amy Zimerman
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Donte Felder
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
SOUTH END STORIES

Wesley Frugé
DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Dr. M. Crystal Yingling
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

Kyle Hartmann
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
MANAGER

Veliere Crump
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE

Lisa Marie Rollins
VISITING ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Jasmine Jamillah Mahmoud
PRESIDENT

Hannah Victoria 
Franklin Pierce
TREASURER

Regina Bellody
SECRETARY

Farheen Siddiqui Ahmed
Krista Ayers
Cam Williams Bernhardt
Lisa Chin
Elizabeth Coplan
Kristin Leahey
Essex Lordes
L.B. Morse
Masao Yamada

INTIMAN RECEIVES FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE FOLLOWING
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